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COMPETITIVE SCOHOOL EXAMINATIONS.

lhis time last year we called attention to the growing desire
8everal Public School Inspectors to institute competitive exami-
os amnong the Schoolsof their Townships. Such an examination

o ery successful character was recently held in some of the
alships of East Durham. Thus we learn that:

14%ra"e. Tilley, the energetic Public School Inspector of East Dur-
tiv , has been highly successful in organizing a scheme of competi-
in e examination among the schools of some of his townships, and
th e'stablishing a teachers' professional library in connection with
tO teachers' Association. The Council of Cavan seem fully alive

th? irportance of the work being done by the Educational
to) iation, and not only gave $10 towards the prizes, but also $20
of m d8 establishing a teacher's professional library. The Council
tha anvýers also granted a like sum for the latter purpose. Would

'e could say as much for the Hope Council."

T subject has recently been under the consideration of the
Sreachers' Association, and we have much pleasure in insert-
fite following extract from its proceedings on the subject:-

to %he committee appointed to wait on members of the county
%k cit to obtain a grant of money for holding competitive town-
tha exainations reported favourably, and the president stated

4 e found the council anxious to do anything that could aid in
'se0 1Clg the cause of education in the county of Perth. It was
th ed that a cordial vote of thanks be given to the county council
gtn u the warden, for their liberality in making the required

"Qd that the secretary forward a copy of this resolution to the
ahip eQ. The report of committee on regulations, for holding town-
dise petitive examinations was read. After a full and thorough
tio asion of the various clauses of the report, the following regula-

Wer fint ally adopted:.
Y • That the first examination be held on Wednesday, the first2 ecember, 1875, and subsequent day if required.

4ene That the Inspector be requested to appoint the places where
t%e aminations shall be conducted in the different municipa-

k4d a' That pupils be examined for entrance to classes 3, 4, 5, 6,s 8Pecial prizes in class 6.

No. 7.

" 4. That no pupil over 11 years of age be permitted to compete
for a prize for entrance to class 3 ; over 13 to class 4 ; over 15 to
class 5 ; and no pupil who has previously been admitted to any class,
be allowed to pass the entrance examination to that class ; also that
pupils who have obtained certificates as teachers, and still attend
public schools, be not allowed to compete in any class, but that
pupils who have passed an entrance examination to a high school,
held within one month of the time of such uniform competitive
examination, be allowed to compete for prizes as though no such
high school examination had been held: that none but pupils resid-
ing in the county be permitted to compete, and that in order to
preserve uniformity of attendance, pupils in union achools attend
the examination conducted in the municipality in which the school
house is situated, unless in case of unions with other counties, in
which case the part of the pupils residing within the county will be
allowed to compete in the municipality in which they reside.

" 5. That pupils for admission to class 3, be examined in reading,
writing, spelling, arithmetic and grammar ; class 4, in reading, writ-
ing, arithmetic, grammar, spelling, geography and composition ;
class 5, reading, writing, spelling, arithmetic, grammar, composition
and geography ; class 6, reading, writing, spelling, arithmetic, geo-
graphy, national philosophy, gramniar, geometry, physiology, com-
position, history, algebra and mensuration : that German be one of
the subjects of examination in achools where that subject is taught
in all classes, and that clas six be examined in the same subjects as
for entrance to that class.

"6. That the Inspector be requested to appoint gentlemen to pre-
side at the examinations in the different municipalities, but no
teacher shall be allowed to fill such position in his municipality,
that none but public achool officials shall preside at any of the
examinations, and that in no case shall there be less than two such
officers at each place of examination.

"7. That the Inspector be appointed to prepare the questions, get
them printed, and keep them in his possession till the day of exami-
nation, taking special care that no teacher or pupil get any hint of
the questions before the day of examination.

" 8. That the following persons be appointed a committee to ex-
amine the papers : Messrs. Alexander, Moir, Moran, Nethercott,
Rothwell, MeLurge, Hamilton, Hislop, Jamieson, Fullarton, Ro-
berts, Steele, McKay, John A. Cairnes, Anderson, and A. S. Mc-
Gregor ; and that no teacher be allowed to examine the papers of
any pupil residing in his own section or municipality.

"9. That there be two prizes, a first and second for each subject
in each of the classes examined, except in the case of the sixth, for
which only three prizes will be given, a first, second and third, for
general proficiency in ail the subjects enumerated for entrance to
clasm 6.

" The names of the committee on regulations for holding compe-
titive Township examinations are Messrs. Alexander, Donaldson,
Moran, McGregor and Steele, who will be pleased to give any infor-
mation on the subject which teaches or others may desire."
. In our former remarks on this subject, we observed that a com-
petitive examination affords an admirable opportunity of testing a
pupil's proficiency in elementary subjects. The only question which
remans is as to how this test can be most effectively applied.

Two plans have been followed. The first is to hold a primary
examination in the elementary branch in each school, and, allow
those only who have been successful in this primary exammation
to take part in the general township examination. The second plan
is to hold a general examination of ail the pupils of a township, and
award prizes to the successful competitors irrespective of the parti-
cular school from which they may have come. We have no hesita-
tien in saying that the first plan is by far the best and most effectuai.


