
Idiolism and Goitres. $

piore elevated situations. The cretinism and Derbyshire-neck of tis
ountry, however, according to the observation of Mr. Wood, are pre-.

Valent on the hills.
Tlis tumoür is found irí many parts of England·; it is frequently

seen in the neighbourhood where the intellectual feebleness noir spo-
icen of is fourid.: It is observed in Warwichshire, NorfoIk, Lant
cashire, and inore especially upon the hills in the County of Derby;,
ìts prevalence in the last named district is so great that it has ac~
q1uired the' naiáe of Derbyshire-nëck, and is 'so known throughout
England. 1liliington -informs us that in the little village of Dufilehc
therexksteli nd -Iess than fifty gaitrous families. It is worthy aofre-
inarkc that the idiotism noiv introduced ta the society exists :upon a
part aof the same range of' his : a chain which ,commencing in Staf~.
fordshire, runs through· Derbyshire, Yorkshire, ILancashire, West-
mnoreland, and Cumberland.

Crtinism, although it may not ahvays.be an inheritance froni
the parents, is invariably trànsrnitted to the offspring of a cretin; and
as goitr l sfol 'nd sinch rule,'we rnay reasonably conclude, that if
th]ese*diseäses be endimic, they are sa as separable and distinct af-
fections. There is no difficulty ib conceiving, when a country
abounds with cretinism and goitre, that"both should be occasionally
and adventitiously united.

" We are 'told by'Fogleré, that cretinisn and- its different shadeg
are always ah inheritance froni the father or mother, or' that one of
'the parents have a large Goitre. "He lias gone farther, and stated;
that if a goitrous inle; soti of a goitre and demi-cretin imarry likevîie
a demi-cretin tlié progeniy will bé à coniplete' Cretin. On the con-
tràry,if a inle'Crdtin of -the second degree, marry a healthy feinale,
well formed'and intelligent, the progeùy ivill be a: Cretin of the third
degree'; and if héalthy feúles'still- narry intô his fainily, the intel-
lectual feebleness îill disa peèr. If these siatènients are really found-
bd upon accurate obsérvation, they are highly curious, and establish
the connection betwixt goitre and cretinism ;. but; ihere is'some reason
to doubt their accu'ritcy." If such a decided and perceptible'connec-
tion éxistèd; idiotism, whiéc is stated to be the cflect, should betob-
served*wheFever goitre is found prevalent, but this is contrary to fact;
goitre is foünd in' mâny partà of Ehgland without any idiotism ; we
are told byDr. Redve that:this is the case-in the county of Norfolk;
and at Duffield, 'hière Pilkington notices so very extensive and pré-
ailiig a goitr' especially among the females, lie does not even allude

to the' éxiste'ce 'of iliotisn. 'Dr. Brightfound goitre extensiveIy
hear Perlaò iii Lower.I-ungaî·y, lut docs noi speak of any deficiency
of intellect éxigting, äñd Marsden déscribes goitre in the sane man.
uer, in the island-of Sumatra, vithout"any allusion to the existenée
pf an endemie idiotism ; he even states thaf'the gaitrous tumour is
compatibIe with the bighest health in other respects. . Again, if the
existence of goitre in father or mother.leads to a pr'ogeny possessing
a defective intellect, the effect should be constant, and the whole
'progeny should be thus affecied; but this is not the case, for we are


