Hiotism and Goitres. i a8y

piore clevated situations. The cretinism and Derbyshire-neck of this - .
country, however; according to tlie observation of Mr. Wood, are pre-,
valent on the hills, R SR A
"+ ¢ This tamotr is found i1i many parts of England; it is frequently -
seen in the neighbourhood where the intellectual feebleness notv spo~
ken of.is found.: It is observed in’ Warwichshire, Norfolk, :Lan«
cnshire, and more especially upon the hills in the: County of Derbys
jts prevalence in the last named distiict is so great’ that ‘it has ace"
quired the’ name: of Derbyshire-néck, and is'so known throughout
England. ~ Pilkington-informs us that'in the little village of Duffield, -
there existed no -less than fifty goitrous families. It is worthy ofre-~ -
mark that the idiotism now introducéd to' the society exists :upon & -
part of the'same range of hills : a chain which commencing in_Stadf-,
fordshire, .runs. through' Derbyshire, Yorkshire, Lancashire, West-
moreland, and Cumberland. R AR g

« Cretinism, although it may not 'always be an:inheritance from
tlic parents, is invariably transmitted to the offspring of a cretin ; -and

‘as goitre follows no siich rule,'we may- reasonably’ conclude, that if

‘these diseascs be "endemic, they ave so as-separable and distinet af~
fections.  There is no difficulty in  conceiving, when a country
abounds with cretinism and goitre, thag both should be occasionally

" ‘and adventitiously united. "~

"« Weare ‘told by Foderé, that cretinism and its.‘diﬁ'crent shades
are always an inheritance from the father or mother, or that one of
‘the parents have a' large Goitre. ~ He- has gone- farther, and stated,

‘that if & goitrous male; son of a goitre and démi-cretin; marry likewise
- a demi-cretin;'thé progeny will be: o complete” Cretin. - On the con-

trary, if & tale Cretin of the second degree, marry a’ healthy female,
well formed and intelligent, the progeny will be a Cretin of the third
degree ; and if héalthy females still marry into his family, the intel~.

Jectual feebleness will disappear. "If these statemiénts are really found-

cd upon accurate observation, thiey are higlily curious; and ‘establish
the connection betwixt goitre and cretinism ;. but;there is'some reason
to doubt their accurdey. " If such a_decided and- perceptible coniec-
tion existéd, idiotism, which is stated to ‘be the cifect, should be:obs
served wherever goitre is found prevalent, but this is contrary to fact

“goitre is fotnil in” many parts of England without any idiotism ; we

are told by 'Dr. Reéve that this is the case-in the county of Norfolk;
and at Dufliéld, where Pilkington notices so very extensive and pre-

“vailing a goitre’ g'épeéiqlly dmong the femules, he’does not even allude

to the" existence of idiotism. “Dr. Bright found goitre extensively
near Perla¢ in Lower Hungaty, but does not speak of any deficiency
‘of intellect existing, and Marsden déscribes goitre in- the same man-
er, in the island *of ‘Sumatia, without “any allusion to the cxistence
of an endemic idiotism ; he even states that*the goitrous: tumour is
compatible with the highest health in other respects. . Again, if the

.existence of goitre in father or mother.leads to a progeny possessing

a defective intellect, the ‘effect should be constant, and ‘the whole

_progeny should be thus affected ; but-this is not the case; for we are




