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MEN, WOMEN, ANDTHINOS IN GEHERAL
1 called attention a short time ago to the New York -Tablets descrip-

tion of Thomas 'Moore as the "prince of snobs and butt af lords." An
energcîic reply appears in thc last number of the sanie paper over the
signature of IlFicamn O'Colian," and from it I cut the following paragraphis
in which bie refers t0 the popularity af the IlIrish nielodies :I-

1 have heard his IlHarp that. once through Taru's Halls" sung in an Indian

wigwam in the Canadian backwoods. 1 hîave hearti bis "O0 the Sigh Entrancing "

zung arouuti the camp.fircs of the Army of the Cumberland, on ilie nirch, in

bivouar. and on the cve of the battlcs:of.Stoisc River, Chickaniauga, Chiattanouga.
Tensiemae, and mauy others, tweDIy ycars ago, wlien I kept stop ta the niusic of the
Union.

Aguin. I was in Canada in ISGG. On this occasion I had the honoraof wcaring

the green of my native land, ar.d as the stara o! a qummner night alirne down onth

nliagara River, tl.c roar of its waters was drowned by the voices of C.: boys in green
chorusing Iloorc's "Song o! thc Battie Eve." The inspiration it imparteil te us

causecl the blood to flow in ficry volume througli oùr Tcins, and whcn, on the mnorrow,
wc met. the cncmy, if we provcd ulouches, ask the «"Quetn's Own !"

Without raising here the question whether the.itre.goiisg is a legitimate
rc.,ation or not, thecre can bc nu doubt as ta the bad influence ai the stage
%vhen it is accupied %çith such abominable piays as have reccntly bea put
an the boards -,f the Grand Opera House. The nian who is primarily,
and clearly, and doubly respansible for such objcctionablc shows is Mayor
.M\anning, wvho as Chief Mgtrebas charge af the public morals and as
sale ovrner af the Opera Iluse tan cxercise aver it thet most absolute con.
trol. The manager ai the theatre is flot a lessee, but a paid servant af the
Mayor, and thercfore the latter actually pockets the net praceeds ai such
intoleribly impure and disgusting spectacles as have been seen in the
Opera House over and over again. Ta sucla an cxtent bas this practice
been carried that no man cani any longer venture ta take bis wife, or
daug'hter, or sister, or any other respectable lady ivith bum ta sec any play
wnlî the character ai wbhic.h he is flot acquaintcd. To do su %vould be ta
take tlie risk ai subjccting ber ta the worst kzind of insuit. There is no
theatre -n the city toacnt as a rival ta tht Grand Opera House, and there-
farc Mayor 'Manning cannaI plcad in extenuation even the wrctched
excuse that hc is compelled ta impar: such troupes as bie bas lately ben
c-naging for the purpose ai makcing bis bouse pay. If ibis is donc witbout
bis consent hc had bcttcr se that a stop as p>ut ta IL If it is done with lits
approval the respectable pcople af Toronto should sec thant be is nuade
tu choose betîween the position ai Chici Magi4tratc ai tbc city an tht
ane band and that ai awner and manager of a dami-monde theatre an the
aîhcr.

1 would like ta add my protst-if it is flot to0 late-to those already
muade against chartering a comipany ta build a railway along the wvater cdge,
at the botton af the Niagara gorge froni Queenstown up ta the fails. If
there is ta bc a highiway there at ail it should be ane along which the
public can stroîl without nolestation by a toîl coliector or danger fron a
locomotive.

1resident Cleveland in his inaugural address had tht good sense 10

indicate his opinion t1iat a plainer style ai living at WVashington wauld coni
port better with dernocratic institutions. It was rcported a short time ago
that Senator Blavard was vcry reluctant ta accept the position af Secretary
ai State on account ai the great expense ai officiai life. It is ta be hoped
that the new President wvill be able, wath the co-aperatnon oi bas Cabinet, ta
effect a decidcd improvement in social lite. President Arthur's whole ten-
dency wvas in the direction ai profusion. Ht was an epicurean il not a
sybarite in bis tastes, and dcvoted himself s0 much ta enjoyment that he
bias lcft littie impression on tht course ai history by bis accidentai admin'-
istration.

There sens ta be a determination on tht part ai tht Maritime Pro-
vinces members ai tht House ai Cannions ta appose ta the bitter end
any praposed addition ta tht du:y on flour. On the other band, the
Ontario mullers, iwhose establisbments have been going idie, are cquafély de-
temmined ta obtain some protection for their interests. It will soon be seen
which ai these influences is tht stronger in swaying tht Govcrnment and
tht House ai Comînons.

Tht conclusion ai tht WVest Northumberland Electioli case by the un-
seating of Mr. Guillîcu, brings into prominence one of the %veakneises of aur

present systeni ai dealing with controvcrted cases. Tht acts wlih un-
seated Mr. Guilicît ivere committed by ane ai bis supporters %Vhom tht
judges held ta bc an agent. It wvas not shown that bis niajority was won
by bribery, but lie lost bis scat because ai a few cases ai votes affccted by
betting, ai which, 50 far as tht evidence shows, lie was flot even cognizant.
An equaily striking case ivas that ai Mr. Phelps, tht meînber for W~est
Simca;, in the Ontario Assembly. He wvas unscated because a tavcrn-
keeper, within a mile af one polling.place, soid a glass ai wbiskey within
polling bours, and because the sanie tavern.keceper was declared ta be bis
agent an account ai his being present at tht public meeting wbich nami-
nated Mr. Pbelps. That ont glass afi whiskey cast tht latter as much as
$3,ooa, an absurdly htavy penalty for an affence that was constructive as
affccting bum. To niake matters worsc, sa far as aur contravcnted elections*
act is concerncd, tht courts trying petitions ncver go inta a thorougha in-
vestiga,,tion for the purpose ai expasing corruption. As soon as tbey find
enough ta justiiy theni in unseating the meniber clect thcy stop tht inquest
unless charges ai ptnsanal corruption are pressed. Wbat is vrantcd is (1)
a lawv which will make tht candidate responsible only for acts wvhich be can
reasonabiy be expected ta contrai,; (2> the infliction af a penalty ai im-
prisonmcnî without the option ai a fine an tvery ane who is convicted af
giving a bribe; (3) disfrancbisenîtnt for a trmn af years ai bath the giver
and the takcer ai a bribe> i () sanie means ai thoroughly invcstigating the
extent ta %vhicb c%..!Tuption is carried , and (5) the disfirancbiscnient ai con-
stititencies for notaricus corruption.

S5ont tint aga a certain Col. D)awson, ai Kentucky, put forwvard a
cýaim for bis deccascd nocber, tbat shc wvas the real author ai tht beautiful
hynin usualiy attributed ta James Montgomery: Il 'hat is Pi-ayer ?I' This
dlaim, aiter being discussed pro and con in tht literary papers was knocked
ouI ai court by Mr. John Hague, ai Toronto, wbo in a letter ta tht Chicago
Cu.-rent, alleged duai at a public meeting in England hc had heard the
hynin creditd ta Malntgomei, in tht poe:'s own I.rcsence, by Sir Roundeil
Pl'amer, editor ai the Il Book ai Pr.tise,» in which tht composition is
attributed to tht sanie author. To clinch the proof aIl that was needcd
%vzs tht rcently published Ictter ai anc George Stevenson ta the XoritA-
.westen Chrisfiau Ad.-vcaf 4, in which he states îlîat he recevcd tramn M\ont-
goniery a copy ai tht hynin written by tht paet's awn band a-nd signcd by
bum as ils author. Tht sacred lyric reierred ta stands bigla in favor with
ail t.he churches and is ta be iound in rnany collections. ONI.oOkER.


