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THXE CANADIAN FARMIR

(September 27

LITERARY
““MAID-OF-ALL-WORKS."

Rachel Ramsey looked very pretty,
tndeed, ns she came down the narrew
wouden staircasy in the little brown
farm-house that afternoon, dre«wed in
a white muslin Jdre<s strewn all vver
with tiny pink roscbud+, und a fresh
lace fnll around her neck, tied with
pink ribbon, while her pretty feet
were buttoned intu a new pair of buoty,
with high French hecly, and her hair
was curled iu loore, glossy coils of
shining brooee.

“Eh*" <aid Granny Rameey, look.
ing up from her everlasting kottiog-
wurk, over which she was Lalf adleep,
“poing to church, bey 1

“It in’t Sunday, graudma,? ex-
pPlaued the giz, laughing and cuiunug.
“I'm poing tv the Tower, to see Miss
Calboun. She has often invited me
there—ahe and Miss Bell.” .

“Phaw ! said Granny Ramsey,
who was onie of thuse venerable 1)0013(:
privilugud to spedk thar mind on all
oceasions ; what do the fine city l1adies
at the Tower want of a farmer’s
daughter like you 1

“But,grandma,they’ve mvited me !

“It reminds me,” ~aid grandms,
shrewdly, “of the cld story of the
iron pot and the china pot swinming
dewn atream together and they don’t
nowise suit.”

Rachel said no more, lnt excaped
into the <hady laue, where the maples
were heginning to turn pale yellow in
the first Soptanber frosts

“Grandmaizalwaysenticiang evay-
body,” she thought. “I know the
ladies at the Tuwer will be glad to see
me, Miss Alice want. to sketch my
Kead fur *Elaine,’ and Miss Bell asked
me to ving duetts with ber. She said
1 had & voice like a lark. And per-
hiaps Mr. Hareld Haroldsen will be
there ! For I kuow he often visits at
the house.™

And Richel smilel o herolf, as
-Be crusan] the rustic bridge and went
through the waed- to the Tower, a
fantatic wordan cottage with a seini-
vireular frownt, which was et for the
s, the owner preferring to live
in a square brick structure aa the vil-
lage.

The litle side duor wax open aud
Rachel went in.  From the left of the
passage-way 2 door o). aed into the
Ritchey, and there, to her infinite
amazement, -he saw Mi« Alice Cal.
houn hexself, in an .athetic dress of
pale sage-preen, and rucses in her hair,
cmtemplating a pair of fecapatated
fowls which lay an the talie

*Mias Aliee ™ <hie exclamined.

“I« that you, Racked I enicd the
aty ynung lady, peuncing vn her, as
a Jdrowning man paunces oo the near-
ost flaatiog ~traw. O, T never was
~1 glad to see anylady in all my hfe!
‘There horridl hens' Rndaet has gone
away in 2 .age because I presumeld to
nind fault with the caffee this moruing,
and we have got campany o dinner,
and  baven’t anidea how taget the
feathers off the-c creatarcs. Dut now
that yom ate here, evesything will be
all right ™"

Ard she shaok off the Lig bib-ajmn,
and 2tepped bazk, with a sigh of relief.

Ra-*hdp looked perplexed.  S0e Fad
eome there, not ta enact the mleof a
kitehen miaid, but to vidt Mis Cal.
houn, to dt i Lerdrawing-roam and
ctoy tie ¢onvesation of her guests,
and Ghe alia not exaety relish this
cammary di-saial to the Litchen.

“Thure s ~oup : Woek,” wunt ou Misg
Alire, a1l a walad, and a delicate piece
~f halibay, and with the {iwl roarted,
and a pic o1 a prddieg, or romething

whish I dare ray you can make, we
shall do very uieely,  “I'm particulariy
anxious about the dinney, bucause we
are to have company  You'll excuse
me now bccauscll have to dres”

And away tripped Miss Alice, vellish
and smiling as ever waxQueen Cleopa-
tra’s sclf,

Poor Rachet ' She stued a minute
in the hot kitehien, the teats springing
to hier cyesq, a pang of disappointment
at her heart,  She kuew ail about it
Harold Haroldwon aud Mr. Dallax
wer to dine there that day, and <he—
she was to be cuok, waitresz, maid.of-
woek ~what «ignitied it what shecalled
herself?] She remembered what grand-
me had <a:d, and for once in her life
save that vencrable old lady coedit for
Jiscrimination.

There was no dp for it, bowever.
She tied un the bib.apron, tucked the
curls back of her cars, and went to
work to prepare the chickens for the
roasting pan, nuw aud thea pausing to
brush away the rouud, Lright tears
which rolled down her cheeko.

These young ladics evidently -
tended to male her u-cful.  She
might have known that thy did, be-
forehand. She could hear the soft
sonnd of Bell Celhoun’s guitar; the
sweet, subdued tinkle of Alice's laugh.
ter; the deep, monotonaux undercur-
rent of gentlemen’s voices; aud thea
she glanced down at her pretty mu-lin
dresx and bowa of pink ribhop, and be-
gan to taink that Miw Calherun hed
taken an vafair advantage of her

If she ¢ould ouly bave Leadd the
rapid and energetie eolloquy which
transpired between the two sisters iu
their dressing-room, wha tiet Alice
came ujp ~airs, she would perhap<
bave better comprehended the drift of
thing

“Gocd news ! Mixs Calhouu had
cried, waving hoer ~cented pocket-hand.
kerchief in the air. “Uvegotagirlin
the kitchen 1

N0 " said Miss Bell, a fair-beaded,
cream-cumplexioncd dawsed, with Llue
cyes, and a perpetual stile

“Rachel Ramscy,” nodded Alice,
came up here in her best Bib and
tucker, W spend the day, Ofcaure 1
sonti-ated her at onee?

“The buld, puslatyg thwye:*
Bell, with a disdainful ge-ture.

“she’s a deal tan prelty to baug .
to the Jrawing room fer Haroldwn
and Arnmine Jrallas te tlirt with)”?
alled Misz Alice kuowingly, *Anl
I don’t sev any way that 1 ¢ uld have
avoided it, if 1t had not Leen for tha-e
lucky chickens, aud Bridgets fortun-
ate fit of temprr. Make bacte, now ;
they’ll Lo bere i1 2 minate.  Aud |1
know little Rachiel is & firtela « vook,
for I've been there t tea”

Ry the young ladies of the Tower
were enjaving tie 2at of reaon and
the 11w of 2oul in their cvol drawing.
100m, with tanke, new.gathered 10:¢s
and Yue riblned guitare, while yonr
Rachel Ramsey wan brothng o the
kitechen nver peach tartrand Neapoli-
tan creame

She bad fosgotten mer clt-appoint.
ment; but, artit-like, <he hal thr.wn
herse}f ioto Ber ociapation with en-
groming interet and she wa lirring
the cream: with a quick, energetic
hand,when a step cread tho threheld.

“Here arc some fresh tneut, Hridoes,
t) surprire your mistrexy™ aaid a cddear
voize.

And o her nfinite amazonent
Harald Harcdivn <eed Bfore hes, in
hiz hunting e~-tuing, with a fishing
rod hchtly halanced on hi ~houller.

“I'm nt Tridged,” sl the gifd
laughing, Vat il limiegon, “T'm
Rachel”

~atd

“Miea Ramicey ' Lo oclaimed, lift-
irg hi- cap. 1o m the name nf QY]

that is wonderful came you here 1"

And then,not without humor,Rachel
detailed the manner and incidents of
ber capture.

“I am the maid-of-all-work, if you
please,” rhe said with a courteay.

“Then lot me bhelp you,” said Har-
oldron, briskly tying a sccond bib
apron around his hunting suit. “1
uwed to be a pretty good haud at
spider and gridiron, when I camped
out on Lake Capsuptic, up in Maine.”

“But you're not cngaged,” said
Itacael, half pleased, half frightencd.

“I can volunteer,” observed the
young man, “Give me the oil and
vinegar, aud you will see what a dress-
ing, « {3 mapmnawes I can provide for
that selad of yours.

And if a pair of cooks everspent a
delightful, unconventiopal sort of
morning in the_ kitchen, this pair did.

They laughed, they made nmocent
Jokes, tuey behaved liko two school
children.

And at last when Rachel ran out
into tho garden to gather some water-
cresses to deck the newly roasted
fowls, Mr. Haroldson beard the voice
of Miss Bell Calhoun calling down the
stairway :

“Rachel ' Rachel! you may zerve
the dinner. Every onc is here but
that tiresome Haroldson !

“And he's here, too,” calmly re-
sponded that gentleman, who woas
wa-king Lis hands at the pump.

“YWhat ! cried Bell, shrilly,

“I'pe cook and butler are expected
to take thor meals an the kitchen,”
s2id Mr. laroldson, with commend-
able gravity. “And I've no objection
to that arrangement.”

And notbing could induce Harold
Haroldaon to come up to the dining-
roomn. He and Rachel together ate
their picnicing sort of repast, and
washied the dishes—although the mat-
ter somewhat loat its spice when the
Missex Calhoun and their company alt
agdjourned, cu e, to the kitchen,and
pursisted in joing their ranke

And ~ben the purple sunset came
dreanily down over the dark cedars
that overhuog the brawling stream,and
the gay guests hait all departed, Alice
aud Bell” Calhoun gazed dubiou-ly at
ca.-}{\othcr. i Kine?

“Wax ¢ver anything o provoking,”
ad Bl e iy

“He haz actuully gone hane with
her,? said Alice bursting into angry
teare

*Aund after all the pains we touk te
keep them apart ! sighed Pell,

“{t wa~ sl your fault petalantly ox-
~laimed Alice. “Noticiog that farmec'
Jdaughter, and dragging her oat of her
sphire, in that sort of way !”

“But it was you that plumed your-
golf on getting Ler intn the kitchen '™
«olled Lell. *And a nice mess you've
made of it!"

“But bow were we to tell thatit
wa3 goiog to cnd 50 ' groaned poor
Alice.

* * k3 < * A 2

“Well, Rache),” said Granny Ram-
ey, when tae girl came in, just as the
lamps were ighted, what sort of a day
did you have i

“Humph!” grunted Granoy, after
L. anvwer.  “That’s a queer way of
entertainicg visitors. Bat p'rapa that's
city mannus?

“Perhaps it 1y’ said Rachel de-
murely.

“Who was it came homo with you I”
ake’ (Sranny, whe was not qnite deaf
or Hind as yet, “and left you at the
Ravlen pate 17

“Qne of the otber sczvante” sud
1iachel,

“Well, 1 never,” id  Grauny.
“\\'g\,m‘s sll you pride, Razhel Ram-
oyt

“1 never was prouder in all my life
than 1 am to-night 1" eaid Rachol.
“Listen, grandma, for I bave so much
to tel you. Mr. Ilarold 1laroldson, of
Now York, walked home with me;
ana I'vo ruet bim over so mavy times
before this sumamer, at picnics and
archery parties, and such places, but 1
never knew that he cared for me.
And to-night he asked me to marry
him, aud he is to come here to-morrow
morpiog to sec father.”

“Do you love bim  said Granoy
Rameey, huskily.

And Rachel answered :

u"ca !"

“Then (od bless you, my child, and
give you both a long and bappy lifo!”
said the old lady, softly smoothing the
girl’s Lright head. .

And every one was satisfied, except
the ladies of the Tower.—FHelen Forcst
Graves.
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An Extraordinary Offer.

There are a number of persons out
of employment in every county,—yet
energetic meu. willing to work, do
not neod tobe. Those willing to
work can mako from $I00 to 300 a
month clear, werking for usin a pleas.
ant and permanent busines.  The
amount our agenls meke varies,—
some making as high as 3500 a month
while others as low as 3100, all de-
pending on tho cnergy of the agent.
Wo bave an article of greatmerit. {t
should be so0ld to every house-owner,
and pays over 100 per cent gmﬁt.
Each ezle is from $3.30 to $10.00
One agent in_ Pennsylvania, 30ld 32in .
two days, and cleared §64. Anagent
in New York made $451n onoe day.
Any man with en epough to work
a full day, and will do this duriog the
year can make from $2,000 to 5.000
ayear. We only want one /. in
each county, and to him will give the
exclusive sale as long 23 he continucs
to work faithfully for us Thero is
no competition, and nothing like our
invention wnade, Parties having from
§2:1 to $1,000 to invest, can obtain &
General Ageacy for ten countiesor a |
state. Any one can make an invest-
ment of from £235 to 81,000 without
the least rink of loss, as our Circulars
will show that thoge investing §25 can
after 2 30 days trial return the goods
unsold to us and get their money
lack, 1f they donot clear aticast §100.
They show that a General Agent who
will take ten countics and invest §216
can after a trial of 90 daya return all
goeds unsold to ue, aud have money
tetarned to thewm if they fail to clear
at least §750.00 in that time.  Wo are
nol paying <yarics, but want men
willing “to work aul cbtain as their
pay the profits of their energy. Men
not willing to wark on onr terms will
not wnrk on_any. Thir meminglusc-
nes will receive our largo deseniptive
circelar, snd extraordipary offer by
enclosing 2 three cent stamp, with
their addresx The first to comply
with vnr termx will secnre the couaty
orcounties they may wish to work.

Address,
RevsgR Masvracrorne Co.
11% Smaithiicdd street, Pittabargh, Fa.
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We contracted to insert AMack’s
Maguctic Modicine because we wero
awured that the firm was composed of
rcdiable and honorable gentleman, and
alse, because the medicine was recom-
mendud a3 being ali and moze than the
alvertisement cisimed.  We are in-
formed ly Jdroggists that it is the best
=elhog atticle they bave, and tbat it
gives satidaction to thar customers,
See advertiscment in another column.
Forsale by H. W, Hobson, Welland,

=12l dropgists everywhere.



