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AN ENGLISH PUBLISHERIS VIEW8.
111% ALLU.tSIONS »TO I>IS( cII u l,

T Il E discounit quesion iri Englaîd lias,
ui 011e sensc, nu direct iîîterest fur us

lIn canada, tlîougli it is flot far rciioved
(romi tic cuîîing of prices lîy the trade. Yet
a lalk vtb Mr. li lddr. lire veteranl iglisb
pullslier. %Vtillaîcrest aur readers, l>ecatîsc
lic dents %villa othtr femtmes of tlle booksell-
iîîg profession. Mr. M. Il. lloddcr, of
ý\1cssrs. llodder & Stougliton, is îîrababl>
tire doyen of l Ingl sl îlliliers. For fifty-
thrce vents lhc lias dc%,otctl hiinself ta ane
firni, begiimîîng as junior assistant, ending

aseniîor luartner. To a L.oîdun reporter,
speaking of liscotinits, lie id

To givc discounit is a îendeîîcy of tlle
age. It ix taot c.onfincd to the publisbing
buîsinecss. Traders of ail kinç.s fîtîd tbat it
attracîs cliîstomners to allait Il rebate oih tire
noiinial price af tlicir Coods. Nunibers af
people buy a shlîling book for nirnepence
whlo woîîld îîc"er ;îay manepcncc (or
it in the firit instance if abat wvere tbe
nominal pricc. Illeo iy inid ilîc
tan be no question but liant Ille discount
systcmi bas bad a inost beneficial efTcct on
tbe circulaiioii of books. More books are
bold ia-<lay iluan ever betore. andc thouigl a
booksellcr bias to, do villa a smiallcr profit on
Cchd volume, tie scîls (Ir umore. l* lorone,
doubt the dicsirability of inte icissg witl irle
pansent discounît sysitii.

Iliare is the stiongest sceugna,.nce
aîîîoiîg litIsly bookscllers tu pîermiit any puub-
lisliei-s or unionî af publibiiers t0 coerce tbeni.
Tliey feel that it wvould bc an ciicroacluinclit
on their uxgbts. and a tli.~alien to ilie
spirit ofihir trade ihant the publisliers sluot1l
dictate tu îbi a.s to lîow hcy are ta coiicuct
tueuir Ihusýincs. This feeling h. bhlicd by
nîaiîy publishers, who doubt tlîe rigbt of
cocrcion Btut eveii allotîing tbat coercion
us riglit. WC Inlust ask ourselves is it practi-
cable ? 1 do alot believe tbat it as. and the
wbole liislory of the Ipubli!>lîing traide in re-
ccnt ye.îrs bears aice oui. llublisers bave
trcd bcfore to-day to bring pressure to beaIr
on discratnt traders. but it bias huit tlle pub.
lisliers niîost. Sonie aime ago niy own tirma
isbiett .î book. at Ille ttithb,b tetluebt. .t a1
r.et i iý c one la-rgec liou%e wvouli persist in
allowuing a discount aoi the hook. and wc iclI
ourbelvees obliged. in order Io kcep faili
witl other retail trader:$. tu close abaitirn
arcounat. Tlie aiteuilpt wvat fot sucrcsbful.
The bale oi the book was huit. the tetail
trader was nal bcîictilted, and 1'. wall bc bornîe
ltimebefore wetr>'a iinîiar e.pe:umnîn. 'rhr
cu.periencc of otlier publiblhers wbo ]lave
taken a siiiiilar ste, li:, 1 belicve, been î'ery
siniiiar."*

-lbat iuigbt flot apply, Mr. llodder. if
ail tbe iîublisbers United ira coerciiîg ?'-
Il'AIl the puiblishcrs are flot likely ta support
tire 2d. in tlîe shilling discouîîî; - and tlîe
lea<ling discounlt booksellcrs of Lonidon will
undoubtedly resist an> change. A v'ery
large part ai the trade in London is in tlue
bîands of a few firnis, wbo buy largely -and
aire able iii muail> cases ta obtain special

qiîatatious. -and cati, b>' their facilities for
(lisî)Iayiiig and advertising their stock,
nîaicrî.îlly affect thue sales. o)ne firal atone
has nine shops in the cil>'. lluilishers bave
ta tliink well before thicy offend these large
traders. But even if %ve ail agreed îlot ta
serve them,. tbcy \vould cl able to get wbat
tbcy wantcd tbroîigli the wholesale liauses.
'ruese wholesalc bouses are strong enaugli
ta resîst any attempt on tbe part of tbe pub-
lishers ta dictate ta them whorn tiles, shall
berve.

1But wh'at of tbe poor country boôkLseller.
Mr. I fodoler? Il '1 Io <lîot %vant >ouu ta
îlîink abtla 1 ani inlditTerent to tie troubles of
tire counîtry bookseller. I lis profits are
sinail, for lie cannaI usual ly afford la buy
eveilthe sinallest iiuinbcr rit a book in
order ta get special ternas. The way for the
couîntry booksellcrs ta alter miatters is flot
by a generai schenîc wlîich will apply ta
tbe "luole country. but by local unuionîs and
agreemenîts. Let the booksellers in anc
district forun -a Ieagiîe. agreîng among
theinselvesiao seIl îo neîv books at a greater
di5couuit ilian 2d. iii the shilling. 'rhib bas

beî (lotie tri %onie paris, .aird iigbî ivchl
be e,.tcidcd."

It ut supposing, Mîr. Iliolder, tbat oiiC
bouse 5100(1 out in a couîntry district aîîd in-
sistcd an the 3d-, would you agree tben ta
tlie îuublisbers coercing tabat boause ?'-
- .x.perienlce lias provei at it cannot bc

(lotie. Vou nced only take the recent case
of D)ublin., '%here one firi bas insisted on
givifg 3d1. as agaiiîst the 2d. af the others.
For monilîs efforts bave beu iade to coni-
pel that bouse ta yicld, wvitbaut succcss. it
bas beeîî tlîc saine iii Glasgow.-

I do flot Mei,'c"Nr. I lolder con-
tinued, - tbat an alteration in the discount
in the cauntry will greaîly help the book-
sellers there. On the contîary, 1 believe il
will take aide frontî ibeuxi. The discount
sysieull in Lonîdonî cannot be alîcrcd, you
iîîay [est assurcd of tbat. <)îe gicat result
of there being a less discount in the counitry
thaut in London iî ll be abuat nîany country
buvers will lua-tronhie the netropolitana rather
aimai their owiî shaps.''

-If I coutl le sbown an>' workablc
scbenîe tbat would pcrunanently t>cnefit tbe
trade, 1 would joi in il.' INIr. lHoddcr
said. - We jîublishers recognize tbat it is
ta aur o'vn gain ta belp tbe retail traders ta
our ver>' iiost. For instance, my firm,

cftcn gets offers from colleges to take
sidcrablc quantitics of books on spe. .%]
terins, but wc miakec the arraîîgeîni lit
through a local booksellcr, and allow b :1
tais profit. WVhite 1 do flot believe tîtat wt
alteration in thc discount systcm gencr.i:Ik
is workablc, it migbt be possible ta try %ell.
ing books over six shillings at only 2d. dml,.
counat, and, after a book hall been publislîcd1
twelve nîonths, boolcsellcrs would be frec t
increase the discouînt if tbey desireci. 'i(
cati quite understand that it is atten to the
interest of a firm to seli books at a lower
rate aftcr a lapse of time,"

IIt has been said that tbe country book-
seller is unenterprising, in<l that bchela,
largely only bis own Iack of encrgy to blanie
for bis present parlous position ? l That
statement requires modification. Yau %%il
find active. progressive, and cnterprising
firms in various parts of the country, as wcl
as in London. But, speaking gecrally, il
does not pay the couîntry bookseH)er io
speculate in flew books. The limits of bis
business are so plain that hehas no moioa to
do so. The market for ncw books is a very
confined one, and tbe number of new books
bcing issued is very large."

-Looking back, Mr. Hodder, with your
long experience, do vau think that the
bookseller bas dtgenerated ? \Ve are îold
tbat fifty years ago be was a bookan, %who
knew and lovcd bis wares : to-day hie is a
niere trader, who takes no more interest in
bis stock than the grocer doles in bis stigar.
Is ihat so ? -,1Centainly nor. You musai
remiember that there aire very few now who
devote tbemselves wbolly to bookselling.
l'he bookseller in tbe country bias usuially
to be also a stationer and fancy dealer, and
will stili bave ta be so. His chief energy is
abEorbed in selling a variety of fancy
-articles, and bie bas neitber much time for
apportunity ta be a bookman. But there
airc still niany book lovers and bookmen
let among aur booksellers, and those 1
know are maostly among the disc:ount book-
sellers. Wby? Recause, devoting tbem-
selves wbolly to books, tbey have to master
the knowledge of their wares if tbey are to
carry on tbeir trade successfially.-

A OHINESE DINNER.

Prof. Chas. G. 1). Roberts was tbe guest
afilbanor at a rather peculiar dinner in New
Yark a few weeks ago. It was a Chinese
dinner in a Chinese restaurant in tbe Chinese
quarter of tbe city. The dinner was given
by Robert Mitcbell Floyd. in the restaurant
of the Hong I.aw. The table and surround-
ings wcre decorated in truc Cbinese faabhion
.and were gay witb color.

Those at the dinner wcre - Prof. Charles
G. D. Roberts, the guebt of the occasion ,


