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TV general-consent thietypewnter is the greatest: labor~
: saving -invention -of the age, amd ihe most appreci-
" ated. It s in use everpWhere, -not-excepting the
offices of the very men -who might -be supposed -{o-regard
at with the Jeast favor=ihe pen manufai:iurers‘ 1t has
‘been-hailed-as-a ‘‘hoon-and-a-blessing to- men'” more gen-
crally than the -most famous of the articles -made by the
Jast=pamud: ;:mtlcmm, But -its very popularity -has- blmd-
ed-us-as to what, when_pointed=out, is a glaring-defeet -in
the-principle -of -its -constiuction, We should- explain here
{hat we-refer 1o=ihe Aypewriters-of-the-ordinary kind—the
Kl with which the -busimess-mef-of- the-country are -most
fammliar.  There are, of coutse, guite a -number of-differ-
ent wakes of these maclines, but while they vary -in the
detasls -of thvir copstruction, they have one feature  -in
conynon, 1n :ar(nmuuul:\ng;, the -paper, and- t}'pmg. upon_a
cylindrical 1oller or. as -t s techoically termed, platen.
The roller wax the least happy wdea of the -inventor, as
were -he -now alive he would-he the first to admit. 1t
severely dimted the machime’s field of usefulness in two
ways  cIn thefitst place at requued that the writing ma-
tetial should-be flexible and thin  In the second place-it
agnored: an inpot{ant factor in printing, by making the
fat surface of the types Work upon its own convex sur-
face  This made for illegilnlity, although with a- tubher
reMler lie -defectinehiess of e puneciple is generally -only
reulizad when -the -maclne s ealleds ypon 1o make a- num-
Der of carbon duplieates But 1the mos{ regretiable fact
ationt the qoller ix 1liat 11 did not enable the -machine 1o
perforin the umvelaal 1ash of wnifing -in -hoohs.

1t was an exiraorhsary misehanee that the toller
principle should Tane been adopted-Ain meference 1o ‘the
flat-sutface prunciple, When the advantages of the Iatter
wete o obvious  But siter we have grown accustomed
1o the one. 11 s less astounsling to deamn thal the -
pritority of the other s mxlv st heginniug 1o e récog-
nizedd  The new-stvle typewriter hadats origin (like -one
or tiwa-oiler things), i Ametiez, where i the few Years
1t has ‘bien on the market, it has been enormourly sue-
cessful, one vompamy  alone—the Pennsvlvania- Railroad

se—havipg 2300 au use T was wntreduced into Eng-
Jamt-onlv a shott time simee, but has-at once Jumped-into
the first Tank.

The new Avpewniter s made in two syvles: one,
known as the Eiliott wmachine, fot svneral-oflice=work, the
other, known as the Esher mnachine, spraally desigud=for
ilhing amd onder work, awmd iim’ TDmwk-keeping generally.

The warh the maclmne does s, at finsi sight, htte
short af-marvelote I3 will wnte a lvth'r make -loose
catton copy for vertieal or flat olmg awd alxo ma{:r a

catbon capy o letter-book=—all a1 one writig 1t will
writean-anvoice, a-copv-ol it-in=a ook, a-shipping Teceipt,
and 2~ many as ten anvtharny reconds, with the -envelope,

all 1 wne operation. 11 will wnte on umlex or post
catls, an the pages of hourd bovks, o Tome shicels, 1=
gatdlens of shape, sze, or thckness, at top speed. T

will write on mancograph stenal aleeis withont bending.
wreasing. or bleaking  In short, whetever e pen will
wnte the new macines will typewttfe  The-hev 1o then
capacity as already been mdicated—thet have atlat sta-

tiorary  whiimg  surface. and he prntng mechanisin
meoves ovel 4L They do net wund e paper ounid:a
ovhiader  The page of The ook, the packel viforms, the

fetler paper. of whatevel ol has i be 1yped, 3s sanply
Iad upon the banl flat 1able of the madbine, the rame
varmving the wnting mechantan i~ dropped-down, and: the
withing bemins, e mneclanism ochinr actoss aud- dewn
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EWRITER OF THE FUTURE

ration ‘the

By reason of--its much-greater field-of ope
flat-writing machine has-an immense advantage over all
the -machines on the roller principle, and it is -undoubt-
edly the typewriter of the future. Take order and in-
voice -work for insfance. In :thé -ordinary -way -copying
the paruculara of one -transaction involved- at -least sev-
eral, and sometimes. 20- distinet transcriptions. The-ca-
pacity of the Elliott-Fisher machines for duplicating
work is such -that -the -whole-of-tlie-copies-can-be- obtain-
ed=in-one -operation, and_all-possibility -of error -in-tran-
seription vanishes. The various forms, interleaved with
cathon-sheets, are-typed- as-one- document. Should-it be
necessary to omit: certain- particulars;, say pricés, -name
and address, special-notes. cte., from- some-of the-forms
in the-bateh, this is-easily done by using forms-of- vari-
ous sires of by using diflerent sized--carbons. Sets -of
forms are, of course, designed to mect: -the special re-
quirements -of the system in- use in-the particular ofﬁcc.
Ong set, for example, provides for ‘the writing inone
operation of the invoice, acknowledignient of order, ad-
wvice of traveler, analysis copy, ‘the order. several de-
partmental orders, consignment -note, -despatch -receipt,
anil sales shcet entry.  The packets -offorms are -holed-
and-Tastened-over studs-on -the-héd=ofthe “machine, -per-
fect registration -being-thus scenred.

An buokskeeping on the Joose sheet method, which it
is interesting to note s bécoming very popu!ar in t}n\
country, the ‘ElliottzFisher -machines are able to render
valuable assistance.  But it ix -hardly possible in 2
newspaper artice to cnumerate the many -putposes for
which they are -of service. One may appreciate them
deats for manifold: work, another for  their \szgxsstcxlgxl:
eutting ability, another-Tor-the admirable and=clean way
in which they type aletter and a copy in the detter
‘bhook. Some -of the -machines-are ‘made to-carry rolls-of
paper and- transverse tolls -of carbon. Tu -others the
platen is fitted with a-belt: of carbon, eualﬂlmr a l'n]ﬂcd—
sheet to be tvpedzand=copied-in a-minimum-of-time, -one
Jarge -drapery house using G0 machines so fitted.  The
actual typewriting mechanism- (nf the Flhntt-Flshcr ma-
chine Jleaves nothingto -be -desired. Tt -is fitted: with =a
double-color ribbon, a_change -being-cffected=by the-move-
ment of a switch. Tt has the “universal” key:board,
and- it is a “*visible wrifer.” Where the light is-poor a-
small cleetric lamp is fitted to the wachine, and -this
Tights up automatically ‘when the machine is in opera-
tion. The -company -have just introduced a-machine-cor-
vesponding in size fo the -ordinary standard: typewriter,
eosting only a-Tew shillings -more -than--the latter, while
anyone fumiliar with the ordinary ‘machine can operate
an “Elliott=Fisher” straight away.

The principle of a-flat-writing surface and-2- moving
writing mechanisi -permits of writing -on- any width--of
sheets. and: one railway -company  actually writes six
-copies of - sheet three vards-in width. In ~railway bill-

ing- and- wavabilling-the “Ellioft=Fisher™” -machine-is-prac-
ticallv indispensable. and an -¢normous -number -of -ma-
chines specially designed=for this:purpose are now in-use
in Ameriéa. In Great Britain they are largely used:-by
the Tenidon and Notth™Western, the -Great Northern.
Tancashire and  Vorkshire, -Great. Western, and: other
railway companics; -the Tand-Registry have 21 “Elliott-
Fisher~™" in use, and the ha\‘mgx ‘Bank Department of
the post office has been quick 1o sce their advantages.
The machines have also been installed- at the -Govern-

ment houses at Hong Kong: Acera, and Singapore, by

th~ Danish Government, by the Central Seuth African
%



