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TREATMENT 0F NERVOUS DISORDERS.
(Selecded) *

By PzRcy LEwis, M.D.

Honorary Physician to the "Nursing Honmes" Military llospitaa,
Folkestone.

R EGULAR attendance for sonie months at one of the large hospitau
oer nervous diseases lias induced in the writer certain refiections whièli

it îs here endeavoured to put forth.
Treatmenit in sucli institutions seents to be devoted far more to

diagnosis than to cure. Wliat ie meant is that the paînstaking attenton

to the mainutest detail, and tlie aceuracy of inductive reasoniug whl<4h is
exhibited in the miaking of a iagnosis, ie by no means so mue in u ,-

dence wvhen the question of treatment je under consideration. A hon..

physician at one of these hospitals, when asked what lie thought of th

treatmexit, sumnied hie opinion up thus: "Everything is syphulitie; eýd
if it je not, you cannot do anything." This was, of course, anr over
stateinent of what obtains, but there ia a modicum, of truth in hie dietum[

For purpoes of discussion, nervous diseases may be divided lnto
three classes, viz., those in whieli there je a structural change, funetoj<
cases where there ie nu obvions structural change, and mixed cae

In the llrst class, tlie most înteresting are those whieh are charaer-
lzed by acierosis. The routine treatment consista of reat in bed, amul
sage, electricity, salvarsan and mercury, often even if the Wa8ruu
reaction ho negative, and su on.

In considering wlictler these usual methode, wliose suceess la mestl
tcmporary, constitute ail tliat can ho donc, it bolioves us to review sim
ilar morbid processes lu, other organe with the treatment lu those ce

adopted. Furtlier, we have to note the resuits of those treatmenta, an

to sec wlietler, having regard to the groater vuluerability of the eou

systcm, the -application of sinillar methode to it would ho 1ikely tob
followed by botter results than are at prefont obta"nble.

AnalogY froin the causes of scierotie changes lu other organs wu

point to, sîmilar changes lu the nervous systeln haviDg also a oS D

or mir-rgnsa origin. A large number of nervous diod. U'

lalready acknowledged to ha-ve sucli a source. To mention sDme erti
anterior P0ii01fyoîitis, qmyelits, -cerebrospinal ýmeningitis, chorea, Ia

Mediral Press and C'irclfMachJ,19.


