
himself, and that the wvork of the Provincial Board of IIealth wvil1 not
suifer any deterioration in his hands.

Dr. Hodgetts wvas for a tiine connected with No. 4 l3earer Company,
under Mlajor Fotheringbaiu. He now holds the rank of captain. During
tire South African War hoe actcd -as Honiorary Secretary to the Canadiani
Red Cross Society for which 1-o received the reward of being macle an
hionorarv associate of thti Order of Saint Johin of Jferusalein, England.
Hie enters upon bis new duties ininiediately. Dr. Bryce hatving already
assuîned his, new duties.

FIRE PROTECTION IN PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS.

The public conscience is stirred nowv and agrai n by sonie sudden
catastrophe. The recent fire in Chicago lias directed attention to the
saf'-ty of the public in theatres and public halls. It is often only too
truc that suchi awakenings3 are of short duration, and the public mind is
soon luîlcd to sleep agrain.

\Vhile this subjeet is before the public thought, it wvould be well to
give careful attention to the safety of the innmates of our hospitals
asylurns, poorbouses, prisons, jailN, schiools, etc. Every facility should bc
furnished for the speedy remnoval of the inmates to sorne point of safety
The attendants in ail suci, institutions should be thoroughly drilled. in
the proper actions to take in the cvent of fire breakzing, out.

The great value of lire 'drill lias been, within the past few veeks,
well exeniplified in two of the Toronto public schools. 'But 'vhile ail can
rejoice in the successful maniner in wvhich the pupils and teachers made
their escape frorn the burning, building, it is, xery d esirable that bteps
should be takzen tD render sucli fires pi'actically impossibie. Sonie day,
a ire tnay occur, in a sehool, or publie institution, in snch a wvay as to
block up thc pasages and thus eut off the limes of escape. Pire drill
would thon fait to save the livc-s of the imm-ates.

It is of thc utmiost impor tance that, in every hospital throughout thc
country steps bc taken to ,safeguard these institutions. The electrie
Wiringý, the f urnaces, and aIl pipes and chirrnneys should ho inspected and
put in an abtlsolute--ly safe condition. It is as in iiuany other tluings, pro-
vention is better than cure. It is only about a year ago now wlien
sortie eighiteen pensons lost their lives in a hospiLal fire in Chicago. It is
not our' intention to say anything at present regarding the, provision.,
for the rapid and safe reuxoval o? patients fromn the Toronto Hospitals.
We are, however, of the opinion that, if put to a severe test by a large
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