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On the other hand, certain conditions being fuliilled, sulphunc
cther 1s of all ancesthetics the <afest, and therefore the onty one
worthy of ¢ntuc confidence  These conditions are pure cther, not
oaidised through imperfect corking, containing no alcohol, sulphu-
rous acid or volatile oils, the presence of which s apt to produce
imperfect ctherization and cause bronchial imtation.  When ether,
free from these impurities, is administered, statistics of 1ts use
demonstrate its perfect safety  The committec appomted sore
years ago by the \hsw.chumu \chlcal Society to report upen

h state most unh ingly, that a * death really atinbu-
table to the mbalation of sulphuric ether has yet to be recorded,”
and quote m suppost of this statement several cminent authonties,
both 1n Furope and America.

In 1857 it was affinned that, in the civil and hospital pracuice
of the aity of Lyons, ether was exclusively used for eight years con-
secutively, and that during that period no deaths from the mhalation
of anxsthenes occnred, and this assertion was substanuated by
teference to the Civie Registry  Again, from the fitst admimstra-
tion of sulphuric ether in Boston, to the present time, where 1t has
been used 1 some thousands of cases, no fatal consequences have
followed.

From the frequent deaths from chloroform, a healthy spint of
enquiry has been excited amongst even its most strenuous sup-
porters, and we find such men as Ricord and Enchsen veighing
agamnst its use, the former speaking of its exhilation as an accudent
that compheated an operation, the latter staung that “when a
patient was fully under chioroform, he was on the verge of death.”

Enchsen again in his Science of Surgery states very plamly the

reasons for the use of chi He says, inly cther 1s a safer
ngcm than chloroform, wo death having as yut resulted from s
and the only ary in favour of the use of chloro-

form over cther is: chloroform is the most cumienient agent, its
effects being produced more quickly and nu disagrecable smell lefe
behind, as 15 the cose with ether  In fact we use chloroform
Preference to cther, on the same principle that mduces us to wncur
the increased risk of an express, rather than submit to the stower
but safer progression of 3 parliamentary train. In a note to Drutt’s
Chapter on anxsthetics he quotes on the authonity of the {Famens-
ter Review that the total number of deaths from chioroform up to




