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On the other hand, certain <Anditions being fulfilled, sulphunc
ether ts of ail an:esthetics the safest, and therefore the only ont
worthy of entue confidence These conditions are pure ethcr, not
oxid&sed through imperfect corking, containing no alcohol, sulphui-
rous acid or volatile oils, the presence of ihb is apt to produce
imperfect etherization and cause bror-chial imtation. When ether,
free from these impurities, is administered, statistics of uis use
demonstrate its perfect safety The committee appointed some
years ago by the Massachusetts Medical Society to report upon
arnesthetics, state most unhesitatingly, that a " death really attrbu-
table to the inalation of sulphuric ether has yet to be recorded,"
and quote i support of this statement seser.l emnent authonties,
both in Europe and Arnerica.

In 1357 it weas affirned that, in the civil and hospital practice
of the city of Lyons, ether wvas exclusively used for eight years con-
secutively, and that during that period no deaths frein the ihalation
of anasthtcns occured, and this assertion ewas siisantiated by
reference to the Civic Registrv Again, from the fir>t administra.
lion of suilphuric ether in Boston, to the present time, wshere it has
been used te some thousands of cases, no fatal conseluences have
followed.

From the frequent dealis from chloroform, a healthy spirit of
enqotry bas been excited amongst even its most btrenuoius sup-
porters, and we fond such men as Ricord and Erihsen inveighng
against Its use, the former speaking of its exhibition as an accident
that complicated an operation, the latter siatimg that "when a
patient was fully under chloroform, ie wsas on the verge of death."

Eichsen again in his Science of Surgery siatos 0cry planly the
reasons for the use of chloroform. He says, certainly cther is a safer
agent than chloroform, no deatli having as >et resulted fron Is
adminstration, and the only argusimentin facour of the use of chloro-
fonn over ether is: chloroform is the most csmenit agent, its
effects bemug produced more qluickly and nu disagrecable smiell left
behnd, as is the case wih ether Ie fact we use chloroform in
pretference te ether, on the me principlt that ioiduces uc to meur
the tucreased risk of an expreso, rather than submnit to the stower
but safer progression ofa parliamsentary train. In a note to Drutt's
Chapter on anasthetics he quotes on tle authortý of ttw Il eiitis-
ter Revutuw that the total number of deaths from chloroform up to


