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aro gradually removing this abnormal stato, and the man may
bo snid to bo porfectly cured of his hydrocolo.

This caso was cortaioly not a fair trial of tho soton accor-
ding to the known rules of surgery, on account of the obstinacy
of tho patient, in porsisting in walking and sorking whilo ua-
der treatmont;  but taking Mr. Smith's statomeonts, that the pa-
tionts wero generally ablo to be about their work, as a guide,
tho trial was fair onough. Tho cure was certainly complow
but the longth of timo pied, the othor i
during the progress of tho case, with the unnccessary sufforing
thus inflicted upon tho patient, do not recommond this practice
10 mo as suporior to that by injection,

‘Tho causes which seem to ronder it an objectionablo plan
are, first, the offused fluid must all be removed by absorption,
and it is so groat in a large hydrocolo in comparison with the
amount of absorbing surface, that so high a grade of action in
tho tissue, or 8o long 2 continuance of a lowor grade, as is
sufficient to offect this result, ondangers tho integrity of the
parts: sccondly, the origin of the inflammatory action required
to change the character of the scercting surface, is too local,
and by tho timo tho wholo intorior surface of tho sac is affected
by inflammation, this will have bocome too intenso at its star-
ting point, namely the track of the seton; thirdly, loflamma-
mation is sot up in parts exterior to the tunica vaginalis, which
may result not only, as in this c*% in suppuration, but in exten-
sivo dostruction of parts by erysipolas, gangreue, &e.

In all theso particulars, thereforo, thiero seems to bo moro
risk, than in the operation by injectiun of a stimulating fluid,
which is quickly brought into contact with tho inlerior of
ap already ompty sac, which subjects all parts at once to tho
samo grade of excited action, and which does not interfere with
tho tissues external to tho parts acted upon.

June 15th, 1871.

Ernatus.—In tho June nuwbor oftho Lancet, in the articloon
Fibrous Tumors of tho Uterus, by Dr. T, Mack, pago 414, fifth
{ino from tho end read ¢ sub-peritoneal * for ¢ sub-mucous.”



