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arc grndually removing tisa abnormal state, and the man may
be said to be porfectly cured of his hydrocale.

This case vas cortainly not a fair trial of the soton accor-
ding to the known rides of surgery, on account of the obstinacy
of the patient, in persisting in walking and wvorking whila un-
der trentment,; but takcing Mr. Smi'tlh's stattments, that the pa-
tients wero generally able to be about their vork, as a guide,
the trial was fair enough. The cure was certainly complote;
but the longth of tima occupied, the othor operations demanded
during the progress of the case, with the utnncessary suffering
thus inflicted upon the patient, do not recommand this practice
te me as suporior to that by injection.

The causes wiiel seetm to render it an objectionabla plan
are, first, the affused fluid must all ba renoved by absorption,
and it is so great in a large hydrocolo in comparison with the
amount ofabsorbing surface, that so higi a gra af action in
the tissue, or so long a contituanea of a lower grado, as is
sufilejent to offect this result, anidangcrs ithe integrity of the
parts: secondly, the origin of the inflammatoryaction required
to changa tihe csarater of the secreting surface, is too local,
and by the time the whole interior surface of the sac is affected
by inflammation, this will have bacome too intense ait its star-
ting point, namely the track of the soton; thirdly, intiamna-
ation is set upî in parts exterior to the tiunica vaginalis, whliieh

may result not ontly, as in this cno in suppuration, but in exten-
rive destruction of parts by erysipolas, ganigrene, &C.

In all these particulars, tierafora, there seems to be mora
risk, than in the operation by injection f a stiuslatmg fluid,
which is qtietely brougit into contaet w.ith th interior of
an already empty sac, which subjects aIl parla at once to the
same grade ofexcited action, and wshich does not interfre sitIt
the tissues external to the parts acted upon.

June 15th, 1871.

EnnareTs.-In the Junonuabaroftho Lancet, in the artielaon
Fibrous Ttmors of the Utcrus, by Dr. T. Mack, page 114, fift.i
line from, the end read tI"sub-peritoneal " for t"sub.nucots."


