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this Journal, is to attfact observation to the very large
nnmber of Lunatics dnd Idiots in this Provmee, and to
the' urgent necessity which exists for the adoption of
suitable measures on the part of Government for their
relief } and we may here not nnﬂtly express our sur-
sprise, that a fact of this nature, so vitally important as
it in- reallty is, should have bieen passed over by the
Commitiee who havé reported on the Cerisits returns of
the Idst year for Lower Candda, withoitt comment,
while some industry appears to ‘have been displayed in
furnisliing a few statistics of the Deaf and Dumb, two
infirmities, the magnitude of which' we by no means
wnsh to underva!ue, But which yet shrink into compa-
rative mslgmﬁcance, when contrasted with Insanity, a
dnsease it which ‘man ’s ‘mental powers, his highest at-
tnbute, are prostrated, and himself degraded in ‘the
scale of created beings: -
The per-centage of . insane to the population in the
- two Canadas, and iti other countries, from which we
- have beer cnabled to obtam data, shews 2 large pre-

;1ponderanoe in our own S :
_ Population. No: of Insare: Prq)ortmn

England,‘... -... 12700000 16222 1lin 793
Scotlanid, ... .. . 2093503 3652 « 563
Ireland,(\Ir.Farr&s S o ‘
Report for 184:1 ) . 8175273 3382 “© A7t
 Francey ... - 32000000 . 82000 < 1000
Norway, ... ... . 1051300 1909  « 551
- Belgium, .... : 8816000 3763 “ 1014
Holland, . s 23020000 2300 - ¢ 1046
- Talys 7 . ... 16789000 1441 = « 4879
‘ bpam, wie s 4085000 569 “« 7181
Urited States, ... 12866020 16000 « 800
 Westpbalia, & .. =——— —— &« 846
‘ Séxon P & eea: i —_— ““ 968
Malta and Gozo, ]20000 120 « 999

" And in the following States of the Amerucan Coni’e«-
deracy, from wluch accumte &'etums have beeu ob-

,tamed , S . ‘
New Hampslme, 280000 600 . 1in 466
‘Massathusetts, ... 612000 1000 “ . 612
. Conoecticat, .- 298000 700 ' 425
New York, .’ - — % 887
. Penusylvagia, * ... 1348233 2000 “. 674
Virgmla, e - " e 1200000 . 800 « *1500

~ ' And in our own Provmces— L
. Lower Canada,_ 1844; . 633549 1258 1 m 551.31
Upper Canada, 1842, 506055 1118 . * 45261
" 1199604 2376' « 50488

Tnited Canada, ...

" From the foregoing statistical table, it appears that

Canada. stands thifd in: -the list with reference to the

_number which her insane bears to her popalation, being

only exceeded in this respect - by, the States of New
Hampshire and Connecncut. B

Iuve:mgatmns into the multxpluclty of catises which
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conduce to insanity, are from their very natore sur.
rounded with difficulties, and howsoever well we may
be abiuainted with their general operation, we experi-
ence considerable dlﬁiculty in localizing them, as it
were; and accounting . rauafactonly for the dispropor-
tion in which the cases o¢cur in different districts. This
is especially the case with the Province of Canada, es-
pecially the lower section of it, as influencing which we
are compelled to reject numerous active agencies, ope-
raticy powerfully in other countries, some among which,
and by no means the least powerful, ar€ the particular
profession or avocation of the individual, and religious
excitement: for the €Canadians, who constitute five-
sixths of the populdtion in this seetion, are almost ex-
clusively engaged in agricultural pursuits, than which
no other employment seems less disposed to develop the
disease; and they are little disposed to religious excite-
ment, a fertile source in other countries. Nor can we
with greater propriety attribzte it to education ; for as
the great majority of the population are unedacated;
they cannot be influenced by anything like an over-ex-
ertion of their mental facalties, while their well-known
peculiar temperament is-not that which would cenduce
to anbridled or uucontrolled lzcentmusnw, s0 generally
met thb in the choleric arid nervous. :

- To what extent cizil condition. .may operate. in the
induction of the dhea.se, it is lmpossnble to say with
propriety, in the absence of proper statistieal informa-
tion on this head.. The simple division into males and
females, adopted it the census returns, aﬁ’ords no dlue
whatever as to the operation of this cause. ' In the’
Lower Province there is a small majority of males—in
the Upper Province there is a preponderance of fe-
males. Taking the whole Province into zccount; thefe-
malasllght!y preprmderate, toaless degree,ho wever, than
is generally met with ia European countries, but in ac-
cordanee with' -vhat bas been observed in the United
States. It'is a matter of regret that we ean arrive at:
no cenclusion, from the mode in which this part of the .
census has been effected as to the prevalence of the dis-
ease among the Anglo or Franco-Canadxan propomon :
of the popnlauon. in contradmmctzon to the European.
Bt although all information on the cml condition of
the insdne has been negatived, analogy forbids us from
not entertaining the idea that it does not operate, and
that, too, as a very powerful agent. Of ¥823 insane
persons admitted into nine of the pnncnpa’l Asylums in
tbe Umted Stat&s, tbere were of— n

o {Smgle, 639
Mal&s Married, 841
“’1dower<, 59 -

Single, . 358

Married, 317

Females, ‘
deows, 116‘_“ T



