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proccss, which had been uscd by tho writer,
for imany years, and with flic iost satisfac-
tory results. To produco the quantity order-
cd in the P. B., iron wire, clcaned with sand
paper, and cut into ï inch lengths, is boiled
with tho lodino and water (4 oz.) until flic
iodino color has disappcared ; the Docition is
then filtored into an evaporing bosinî con-
taining the requisite anount of sugar, in
coarse powder. As flic filtration procceds,
hast is applied, and wlien ail flic solution ias
passed through, tho wholo i brought to the
boilin point as quickly as possible, and the
hcat, withdrawn; when cool, the required
measure is mado up with wvater.

During the discussion which cusued, after
the rcading of the papers :

"Dr. Redwood remarked that in the discus-
sion of this subject two statenients hlad becen
made; one te tho effect that flic syrup, if
carefully made according to teio instructions
of the Phi armacopoa, could net be kept for
any length of Unie wit.hout change of colour
taking place, which generally conîuenced on
the surface, whilst, on the other hand, it was
said by other gentlemen that, preparing theo
syrup in the samne way, they never failed in
keepinig it for any reasonablo tnite up te five
or six nionths without any chango of colour
taking place. Bo had been in the habit of
making and keeping this syrup for a great
number of years, and his experience was fiat
itproperly made and presorved, it could bo
kept for soveral years. Ho had samiples of
sypup <rlodide of iron made ivithout any cx-
traor'.Aary precautions, which had beon kept
for mi-x years or more, without any change of
colour taking place. He had requested the
curator to bring down two specimens fron
the Museun, both of vhich hal certainly
beau muade for above a year, one ho bcliev, '
for three or four years. They lad been kept,
in ordinary white stoppered bottles, without
any particular precaution, and as they could
seo, no discoloration had taken place. In-
deed, li never expectei it would. At fte
same time, cases had cone under his notice
where the syrup had undergono a change in
colour, and that very soon; but theso vere
casesinwhich ho hadnever been able to satisfy
hinself that the proper care had been exer-
cised, and lie believed-though he had ne
positive proof of the fact-tlhat %when the
syrup speedily inderwent a change of colour,
it arose frein Une of the following causes,-
either that inferior sugar was used or an in-
sufficient quantity, or that fie syrup, after it
wvas made, had been exposed te an impure at-
mosphere. Generally speaking, he believed
the cause of failuro lay im thte sugar, for a
great deal of refined sugar of commerce was
far frein being pure. He believed tint if
syrup were made iith tic purest refined stgar
it would keep perfectly wrell if it met with
no atnosplieric contamination afterwards.
Any one who lnd any experience in a labor-
atory was awnrc tlint tlic atinosphecre ivaa
impire; sroo times ftere ivere anmoniacal
vapors iloating about, and sonctimes flic
fumes of rîitric acid, and if these had access
te se delicate a substance as syrup of iodido
iron, they could casily understand that do-
composition would take place. le vas desire-
nus of throwing ont theso suggestions for
verification, for, as he had said, lie iras net

able at present te demonstrato tho fact that
the discoloration took place in this way, but
if if iero se, it would account for the discrep-
ancies in tlo experienco of different opera-
tors. Tho impurities le referred te iere
thoso which aroso from the presence of the
remains of ic matorials used in refining the
sugar. Sometimues flte irere traces of lime,
or salts of lime, or albuninous malter; there
wero great difierences in different varietics of
sugar in this respect. Ho should select a
sugar that would fo-n a clear and transparent
solution, and if it would net, it slould bo
clarified beforo using for suchi a purpose.
Tho French woro vcry particular, in making
syrups, te ivull .clarify tlhcir' syrup bOere
using it, althouglI tlcy ulsed refined sulgar,
net taking it for granted that the sugar iras
entirely frec fron foreign natter, as such vas
rarely the case."

IT was formcrly thouglit that the list of
poisons attached to the lharnacyAct of Great
Britain, nould give riso te mucl annoyanco
in trade, if the restrictions attending thir
sale were carried faithfully into effect. It
was also urged that the list crbraced nany
substances over which druggists had, justly,
no control, and that if net te be altogether
disregarded it would have te be curtail-
cd. The experienco of nearly two 3ears
lias proved these anticipations te b ground-
less, and that if anything, the schedulo vas
net i full enough. In the Gazeffo of Dec.
21st, we notice that a number of addi-
tions have been made, conprising prapara-
tiens of prussic acid, preparations of cyanide
of potassium and of all metallic cyanides,
preparations of strychnine, :preparations cf
atropine, preparations of corrosive sublimate,
preparations of morphine, red oxide of
mercury (comnonly known as red precipitate
of mnercury), aîmoniated iorcury(conmonly
known as white precipitato of nercury).
Every compoundcontaining any poisonwithin
flic meaning of the " Pharmaacy Act, 1868,"
when prepared or sold for flic destruction of
vermin; the tincture and all vesicating liquid
preparations of cantharides,-ought te 1-o
deemed poisons within the meai.ing of the
"Pharmacy Act, 1808;" and also that cach
of the following articles, viz:--

Preparations of prussic acid, preparations
of cyanide of potassium and of all nietallic
cyanides, preparations of strychnine, pre-
parations of atropine,-ouglit te be dcemed
a poison in flic first part of flic Sceldule A
te said " Phiarnacy Act, 1868."

Am'PLICATS for muenberslip are remiinded
that their .pplications must be cndorsed by
a member of the Society, te vhoma they are
personally known, as bona fido druggists, or
assistants. This precaution isnecessr.ry froi
flic fact that a number cf requests have been
received, fron parties of sniall, and rather
questionable standing, and stil more ques-

e- I
tionablo qualifications, who desiro te becomo
inember.s, mieroly te ovado th requirononts
of the coiming Act.

IT appears that te "Iministor te a mind
diseased" is quito iithin the scope of
iedicine. According te Dr. Lilo, (Con-
ptes Iendus) arsenious acid, in aven ap-
parently hoIpeless cases of mental derange-
ment, restores about sixty per cent. te liealt;
of course somne attention must bu paid to flic
dose.

Tu attention of menbers in arrear is
directed te flic resolution of flic Society,
passed at last meeting, by vhich it was de-
termuined that after the present notification,
this Jotrnal wiill bo discontinued te thoso
whoso fees to flic Society arc six montls
over due, if such fees are not remîitted with-
in tle course of ene month, fromi date. Wo
trust our friends will ber this in mind. Al
nonies duo to tle Society, should bo for.
warded te

31r. WILL&M BRYDoN,
Cor. Sec., Pharmaceutical Society.

Box 114, Toronto.

"A Drop too much."

A irriter in the Palt Mail Gazette thus gives
vent te his outraged feelings :

"Beforo 3r. Calcraft is supeoannuated,
and capital punisiment is abolished, it wold
bo almost iorth iwhile te hang one or tire
druggists. Tho execution of a respectable
tradesman, and possibly a vcstryman, would,
of course, be a painful affair, and cause sorme
sensation, but thero eau be no doubt it would
save miauy lives in the long run. As a general
rule, people incur no great danger when they
send a prescription te a chemist te have it
" make up," the deadly effect of the drauglit
is neutralized by the adulteration of the
drugs with which it is compouinded ; but oc-
casionally ire fall into the liands of a con-
scientious or careless chemist, and then there
is little or no hope for the sufferer. Two in-
quets are reported in ycsterday's papers
wlhich tell tlcir own tale, and a very sad one
it is in each case. In one, an inquest was
held on , child three webks old. The child
ivas ill and sleepless. Tho niother obtained
a sleeping draught frein the chemist and gave
it te the child, whoi was sleepless no more-
it fell asleep, nover te wake again in a world
of misery and muddlo. A surgeon stated
that the child died frein congestion of the
brain, accelerated by an overdose of narcotic
poison. In the other case, a child ten weeks
old was afflicted with a cough. A druggist's
assistant sold te flic mother somte " aif" in
a bottle, desiriig her to give the ch. twelve
drops ftirce or four fines a day. At the end
of the bottle the child was dead. The
coroner said fliat lic could net lielp thinking
fliat poor people had no ides what a drop
was, and if ie may judge fron the powerful
effects produced on many of theni by a drop
of gin, the coroner's observation was pro-
bably correct. Ha added that it ias surpris-
ing that druggists hald no better senso than
te give a niedicino containing poison te bo
admninistered in drops. The jury returned
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