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Pitt wvas offered the Vice-Tfcasurerslîip of Ireland-the best paid
position ini the gift of the crown. B3ut lie declined, sayingy he wvould
take no post that wvould flot give imii a seat in the Cabinet. H-e
hiac shiown the spirit as Nv'c11 as the genius of lils father. Both were
proud, but th)ere wvas nothing lo\v or sordid in either. It rnight
seemi like arroganice for a youngy barrister living on £300 a year, to
refuse £5.000 a ycar-, merely because lie did inot %vish to speak ai1d
v'ote for ieasures lie did iîot hielp to frai-ne ; bit in P'itt it wvas
closely allicd to virtue.

In about three rnonths Rockinghiarn died, and Sheiburnie wvas
placeci at the hiead of the Treasury. Fox, Cavendish and Burke
immcdiately soughit the ranks of the op)positioni. Pitt alone liad
the eloqucnce anid courage neccssai- to confront thcse great orators.
He was offered the place of Chanicellor of the Exciequer, w'liici hie
acccpted in the twenty'-second y-car of bis age. Efrswr ae

but iii vaini, to obtaini the services of Fox in the new~ iniistry. He
hiac a distike to Shclburnc andi w~ouIld not join irin. Fromn this time
forwvard P'itt and Fox Nvere friendly rivais. It wvas on tliis occasion
that thiat fatal coalition betwcni Fox andi North wvas formec, Pitt,
in rcfcrring, to it, said, " If this ill-oi-nen)ed and unnatural marriage
bc not y7et conisumi-natcd, I knom' of a just and lai\vfu1l iînpedirnent
and in the xîame of the public Nvcal 1 foi-bid the banuis."

he Sheiburnec Mâinistry wvas defcatcd. he Kýing repeatedly
offcred the leadership to Pitt, but lie steadfastly decclined. I-e sawv
that lus tirne "'as coining. The reins of power m.ere reluctantly
placed iii the hands of the coalition.

The ncw gyovcrnnuneit, trusting to its strecgth, broughit foi waý-.rd a
scheînce for- tie governnient of lndia. The authority \vas to be
takeii fi on' tie East. India Company and v'cstcd in a board of seven
conimissioners, coniposcdl of the iintirnate frienids of Fox anld North.
This drewv upon the rninistry the od.iuir of tic nation. \Vilberfor-cc
describcd it as t'îe gecnuine off.-ping of the coalition, iiark].cd wvitlî
the fecatures of both its parents, tic corruption of the one anid the
violence of the other. 1ii spitc of opposition it rapidly passed flic
Com-nions, and "'as scnt to the Lor-ds. At its second recigan
adjourrnmcnt was carried by a large niajoritv. Fox and North
wvcre corffînanded to give up their seals, anid Pitt %vas appointcd
First Lord of the Trcasury anid Chuancellor of the Exchicqucr. For
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