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RIVALRY OF CITIES.—QUEBEC AND MONTREAL.

Ono of the greatest drawbacks to the prosperity of this colony
is to bo found in the want of cordiality, and of that &pirit of co.
operation amongst the inhabitants of different sections, which are
essential in every rising comuunity: And yet we know of no
country where there is less rivaly of interest.  Inmost countrizs
of any cousiderable extent, thiero aro nuinerous sea pons, each of
which naturally seeks to enigioss to itself as much as possible the
exypatt and import trade, and views with jealousy and alarm every
epecics of competition. Tu England this has notoriously been the
cuse 3 and this monopolizing spirit and feeling has been encours
aged by the privileges wluch have at various times been accorded
1o certain cities, cither throuzh money or conrt influence.  Hero
wo are altogether differently situted.  Possessing but one
channel of communication with the ocean, the main question ob-
vionely i3, how is that channel to be made moat productive o tho
whole country 2 The question, which city is best adapted 10 be-
come the main depot for the discharze of praduce, whether in its
way from o to the ocean, is altogether secondury in importance,
and althongzh the decision may be modified to 2 certain dezree by
thie apirit of enterprise of the respeetive inhabitants, it will finally
te based mainly on the nataral or artficial advantages \vhich
the favored city may affurd. On such a subject there ought 1o
be no more lostility between the cities, than between two wer-
chants following the same trade. Each secks to atteact customers
1o his own warehonse, and each in so doing is legitimately an
honotably pursuing the course of his profession.

Bat there isu rivilry honorable also, but still determined, which
ought to be aroused, and that is with the forcigner—Here is
scupe for competition, o the result of which—more than perbiaps
on any other event—depends the future greatness of this country.
‘The prize to be contemded for is nothivg Tess than the conveyance
thirough our waters, of the produce of the whole western country:
if secured, it opens to us an almost boundless accession of wealin
—not only in the toils which may be exacted from forcigners for
the use of vur internal cormuunications, and which lookine at the
sum now rased on the Ene Canal amounting to £600,000 per
annum, we may fairly calculate would soonamount to & sunl suf-
feient 1o pay a large proportion of the national expenditure,—~but
by the vast addition to our commeree, which it must create,  The
means of success, wa believe, are in our own hands; and that
our neighbors are of the same opinion, every docwmacnt emanating
from the Covermnent of the State of New York abundautly proves:
all speak of the enlurgement of the Ene Canalas the only means
Ly which they can possibly cornpete with us.  As success would
be of such tmmense advantage, failure would lead to equally
calamitous consequences. The canals, constructed ut so enorinous
an cxpense o the country, would be idle 3 not yielding suflicient
to defray the interest of the money expended on them. There is
no mediam ¢ either we must advance or retrograde.

Such Leing the case, if ever there was an epoch 1 the history
of this country which called for uny of action, it is the presents
and yet we regret to say there is not the slightest appearauce of
that vo-operative spint 10 which we alluded i the conunence-
ment of this anticle.  Why 1s there thts apparent apathy, or what
35 worse, thus discard and distrusty butween those whose witerests
ate identical

In all the principal cities of Canada there are Boardsof Trade
chosen by the cummurcial class, from theit own body, to wateh
over their interests. These Beardsof Trade—we feel a pleasure in
stating it—have for a series of years rendered essential service to
their constituents 3 aud the repuits which have emanated from
them at various times have generally been hughly crediable pro-
ductions, and in many instauces have evirced 4 very high order
of talent, aud a therough acquatance with che scienue of politt
cal economy-

That a good understanding should at all times subsist between
these vatious public bodics is manifestly desisuble fur the wel-
face, not of the mercautije community alone, but of every other
class—since the iuterests of all are inseparably conuected, 0 3
country situated asthis. Diffcrences of opinion 1ust arise where-
souver there is free discussion, but sound policy would dictate
that those differences should be stated and argued 0 3 fnendly
gpinits and when those differences exist on minor po:nts alond,
they should be waived by one or the other in order that those
points on which there may be 2 comcidence of opinion way be
energetically and efficiently urg d. When also subject matters
of great linportance are brought Lefure the several boards—sub-
jects in the results of which all are deeply interested, but on the
means of ammiving at those results thure maj' Le wide difference,
—it would he lighly advantageous it deputations from the
geveral associations of boards hould occasiomally meet each utlier,
fully disenss the points of ditference, and sve if some muddle
course conld not be <ruck out, which would mecet the views of
all, and which all would agree to suppoits Such occasionul
mectings would tend much to promoie umity of action amoniget
the mercautile bady, and to give weight and efficicuey (o the.r
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representations to the government. Jtmay be remembered thiat
we, last smnner on several vceasions, ureed this descriptiot of
meetings to consider the sutjects of the Navigation Laws, Free
Navization of the §t. Lawrcnee, and such ather topics, growing
ont of our changed comma. cial r, lations w t' Britain, as would pro-
bably be brought Lefore our Provincial Parliameut at its neat
sittinas : and it has been, we have no hesitation in say g, 8 areat
Juss to the country that vur snguestions have not been acted upon.
Had there been sucha convettion, we have no doubt there would
have been combined action from all classes: as it isy there will,
wo fear, be as many plans for the lo slature us there are cities,
It is now too late to rumedy complclcf) , the effects of tius ivac.
tion, but much may yet be done by the respective Roards of
Trade, and Agricultural Asseeittions, in pomoting & mutaal good
understanding amongst cach other, so that when parlimnent is-
sembles, We may not present the speetacle of,
acninst jteetf.?

“We have been led into these remarks by a perusal of the pro-
ceedings at a_public meeting held at Quebec,
the purpose of establishing a telegraphic comtmunication between

that city and ITalifax, aod »f certain articles which have appeared

in the Quebce Mercurys commenting generally on the concuct of the
people of Montreal, and panicularly o) that of oar Board of Trade
towards the sister city. In our last nutnber we'took occasion to
express our satisfuction at the spirit and enterprize of the good citi-
zens of Quebec, and our cordial hope that they mi rht be crowned
with the most camplete successs and we are satisfied that we bat
expressed the wish of the people of Montreal, who are far inded
from viewing with jealousy the public spirit of their nei hbou s.
When such we kunow is the feeling of our city towards uebec,
we regret that it should have been apparently so litte understaod;
on the contrary, if we may, judge by a portion of their press, thatat
should have gone abroad in Quebrec that there was a desire on the
part of the people here to pluck a single leaf fiom the wreah ta
schich they are entitled for their public spirit, or take 2 single dol-

lar from the rich harvest which their conunercial enterprize faitly |

entitles them to.

But it scems, according to the Quebee Mercury, reat umb age
has been given by the Montrealers, because Mr, Alderman L+ e,
in the Montreal City Council, without any allusion to the people
of Quebec, gate notice of a motion to address ¢ the Governor Gene-
ral, praying him (o recommend to the Governars of the Lower
Provinces ﬁ:c establishment of telegraphic communication between
Halifax and Montreal,” and because the St. John's N.B. Couri
assests that the Montreal Board of Trade had made a similar appli-
cation to the Governor General

As to Mr. Alderman Lunn, we must Jeave him to defend himself,
and which we presume he will do when he brings forward his pro-
mised motion. We need merely mention that we believe it is not
the practice in the Corporation to make any comments on merely
giving notice of 2 motion to be hereafter made. The conduct cf

our Board of Trade may be explained to the satistaction, we believe, .

We have no pesonal interest in

of every unprejudiced person.
do we pretend to know any thing

the matler in controversy 5 not

of the circumstances which operated on the minds of the Councilef |

the Montreal Board of Trade,~with whom we have held no intet-
course—all our information is gathered from the records of the pio-
cecdings at the meetings of the Council, which are oper to cvely
member of the Boazd of Trade, From these tecords we have ga
thered the following facts, which speak for themselves.

Oa Sth October last— 2 time when it will be fresh in the reccds

tection of our readers, gieat inteiest existed here on the subject of
telegraphic communications—the Montieal Board of Trade ad-
diessed a letter to the Quebee Board of Trade, stating, in substance,

that their attention had recenily been given to the subject of con-
structing 2 line of Magnetic Telegraphs from Quebee {o Torondy,

presenlly ; with the view of connecting ity at Montreal, with the
lines now existing or in psoiress fram. Poston and New Yoik 10
Springfield , Massachusells, and ullimatclyof cxlending it to Halifox,
N.va Scotia.

object in the foregoing communication was to ascertain whether the

mereantile class of Quebee would feel disposed 10 promote the uude

taking, and if so, what lpwpoxﬁon of the capital would be takeu by .

them. So far it would appear the Montreal Board of Trade weit
desirous of acting in conjunction with the Qucbee mercantile con-
munity, ¢ nd that they awere fully clive lo the imporlence of Hahjez
as the point from which wmiclligence skould radiate.

Now let us see how the Quebee Board of Trade met those a-
vances from our city. The lelter—which evidently vequited im-
mediate action, and for want of which the scheme fell to the
ground for the time—remained unanswered until the 3rd Novembef,
when the Quebec Board of Trade appear {0 have been roused 0
a state of sufficicnt encrgy to reply to it. They then—too late fot
any practical purpose—intorm the Montreal Council of Trade that
they (the Quebee Couucil) have no doubt that the undertahing
ewotdd be looked upon with fuvour by the commercial and other s
bitants of the city, bul until some scheme should have been proj0
Sor their considcration, it 1would b impossile {0 say to what cxlad
<tock would be faken in their cily. They further express their de-
sire 1o cogperate with the Monttcal Board of Trade.

]

+¢ g Louse divided |

on the Tth inst., fer |

The capital required would be £22,000: and ther .
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