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REMARKS ON SHAKESPEARE.

No ono has ever boen able to discover how to spoll
Shinkespeare’s namo right.  Wholo volumes, quarto,
hiave been written upon tho'subject, but yet his name
is spelt in a thousand different ways. We, for our
part, have “consullod Wehster on this polnt,” and
spoll as above.

Littlo is absolutely known about Shakecpoars, and so
it is mere conjecturs which asserls that ho was the son
of old Shakespesre, and a falso .ad doliberate lio which
states that his mother's namo was Alary Jane, He was
christenod at the oarly age of four years by tho classic
name of Willlam Goofirey. o assert this on the
xuthority of soveral modorn poets, who call him poeti.
aally “Immorlal Bill” and * Glorious Goofl.” Ho carly
displayod signs of great genius, and while yet a youth
composed the touching ballad, “ When sparrows build;”
music by Karl Wallfinger, prico 50 cents; and in later
days, when strickoning adversity had laid her fingors
upon his ingenuous brow, taught by trouble, ho pro-
duced that thros volumeo sensation, which so goes to
the hoart of tho human sympathiser *Uncle Tom's
Cabin.” So much for his ballads and novels. Mo
never wrote anything more of that sort. o found it
didn’t pay. Then a8 now, plays were the thing and he
soon turned his attentions to plays.

Thero aro strango stories about his carly life.  Somo
gay that ho stolo sheep when 2 boy, and others that he
used to go to houses and deliver lotters, and while he
was waiting for an answor, posscss himself of tho over-
coals and stage-horns which used to decorate the halis,
and quietly march off without the answer. But these
weo utterly discrodit, ay well 25 the one which accuses
him of picking his teeth with a fork, and wearing a dirty
shirt on Sunday, for we have it on the very best autho-
rity that he at an carly period of his life jnvented tho
tooth-pick, and when tho stern hand of time had
stroakod his auburn locks with silver wire that he
invonted the noedlo-gun ued the marking system, Lwo
Zreat bonefits of the prosent age. Thus wo find that
Shakospoare’s gonius took many a form besides the
dramatic one. o all know that he wrote *Othello”
(introducing his ocolobrated character of XMr. Iago),
“Uncls Tom's Cabin," and many other works, but
ought not wo in this age of poetry and light literaturo
more justly to venerate tho genius which produced that
groatost of English horoios, * Poor Dog Tray,” and tho
marvollous adventurcs of Jack Falstaff. (Wo wish it
1o be woll understood that this is not an advertisoment
for the sale of Shakespoare’s works, but simply a moral
cssay on his life, etc.) ;

Shakegpearo was a genius, as his fricnd and oontem-
porary Milton observed in blank verse, o shail never
so his liko sgain.” Alss, no! Whether we take the
tendor sublimity of some of this plays, the moumful
dirge o'or the tomb of ** Poor Dog Tray,” or the tower-
irg tragedy of Othelio, but one impression deopons 25
we read, namely, that ho beat Homer all to nothing,
and we can only regret, that ho over departed this lifo
Tegrotted by & nnwmerous and respectable circle of frionds
and relatives, and can forvently say, with the poet.

* Alas, for man If this were all,
Anad naaght bevond the carth.”
(TrEcbows Avate Broxsr )

W, Geoffrey Shakespeare, Esquive, was born in tho
elusic precinats of Stratford on the Aven. Ie was
born with two teeth xnd morcover, the “night owl
sarcsched when he was born,” as he makes King Dick
say, but it really meant himself  For the owl is 2 wise
bird, and thus foretold his greatness. Shakespearo
ay have been said to have mirrored himsell in alt his
works, especially in the quarrel of Messra Brutes and
Camias in * Julias Ceesar.”  This quarrel was typical
of that betreean hiineelf and ** O rare Ben Jonson.”

OOLLEGE TIMES.

Bul o aro straying away from his lifey which at
prosent ought to occupy our attention, becauso as KEeith
Johnson observed, s man is best known by the lifo ho
loads, and we will got an index to Shakegpoare if wo
learn all about him. Io contracted two friendships
oarly in lifs,.  Ono was with tho colebrated G. Chaucer,
who was somewhat the scnior of our friend Bill.  The
other was with young Jack Milton, whom Shakespea-o
onco pulled out of & clstern, and saved from drowning,
(Somehow that is always the way friendships spring
up.) Tho friendship between the threo thus pristinely
bogun ended only withlife. The tri-umvirate continued
fast friends for yoars. ‘They are said to have been of
greatuse f - cach other in their writings. In fact Milton
{s said to have formed his conception, which is a grand
one, of tho character of tho devil in * Paradise Lost,” by
a close stady of his friend Bill’s nature and habits. Wo,
in our day, cannot but wonder at the great genius and
knowledge of Shakespeare, as he hadl no 3Mr. Liddeil and
Seott to write dictionaries for him ; no great Premier,
whoso spseches ho conld study ; no classical master to
tell him “nico things,” and no advantages, in short,
such ag the youth of the present day enjoy. In his
history groat gaps ~-* .t here and there, and we cannot
trace him throug' il the scenes of his shaded carcer.
e know that about his forty-fith year he retired from
active Jife, and settled down in his native shire to com-
pleto lis works. Ho lived happily thers for many
years, but one day ho indulged strongly in the rosy, at
a mecling betweon Ben Jonson and himsell. The
“ Quadrimum” tas his death. IIe bequeathed a large
property to his heirs whoever they were. le died as
he had lived, and the traveller may still find this over
his tomb, written it is thought by himself :

Rilliam Shnkespeare.
(¥oat, not gaudy. Itisonc of the most remarkable
epitaphs on record.) D.Y.XN

U. C. COLLEGE LITERARY SOCIETY.

TWELFTH MBETING.

Lhs Society mat in the Prayerroom, March 1st—the
Presidemt in tho chair.  After the roll was called, the
Socrotary said that he had communicated with F. A
Treadwall and J. L. C. Cronyn, on account of their
absenoe from three consscutivo moetings, and had
reoeived no roason from either. The Socicty decided
that thoy should be retained among the members of the
Socivly.

A motion to the effect that the laws of the Sociely bo
not printed, as thers was no provision for the expense,
was lost.

V. A. Wright's motion that any member of the ifth
form who was a moember of the Society should be con-
sidorod an honorary momber of tho Society whea ho
loft College, was introduced by the seconder, J. A.
Daterson. Ho said that this should be passed, as it
was but a step in the right direction, proparing the way
for the xdmission of members of lower forms ashonorary
mmembers. R, D, Richardson proposed, in amondments
«That fifth form boys, members of the UL0.C, Literary
Souety, alter leaving College, bo constituted hononary
members, whea those boys who wers in tho fifth form
at the seme time with them bave beon promoted to the
yixth form ; and that until their comrades are promoted,
they be considered motnbers of ths Literary Sodiaty.”
This was agreed 10, and the amendment was carried.

F. E. Hodgins sxid that as this would include the
menbers of last year's A form, ho would withdraw
names he had propoved Jast week.

7. N. Ponton wag then appointed chairman for the

readings 3nd dcbate. B, B. Drown rend * Lady Clire,” ' coming exmaged

by Ternymow, and J. A. Patwson gavo “Halon tho
Leper,” by Willie  The dodate on the subject, I the
wartior % more uscful member of sociely than the
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merchant P was then prococded with, Tho leader on
the affirmativo was J. G. M‘Keown, and on tho negative
. A. Langton, supportod respectively by . H
Biggar and R. D. Richardson. Aftera spirited debate,
tho chairman decided in favour of the affirmative. Tho
Prosident then took the chair, and the Secretary mado
the following announcement for noxt meeting :

Subject for debate: ‘“Does Poelry afford bigher
entertainmont than History?® On tho affirmative:
E. A. Bowes (leader), E. Spragge, and H. Ridout; and
on the negative W. N. Ponton (leader), J. O. Havstone,
and E. Proctor. Readers, G. Brooke, and R. D,
Richardson.

The Society then adjourned.

THIRTEENTH MEETING.

The Society met in the Prayer-room, March 8th, tho
Vico-President, J. A. Paterson, in the chair. After the
roll was called and the minutes of lnst me ting read and
adopted, tho Sceretary road a communication from J. L.
Cronyn, explaining his absence from the Society, which
excuse was regarded as sufficient. '[ho Vice President
then left tho chair and introduced a motion to apply the
funds of tho Socicty to printing the Laws and By-Laws
After some discussion this was withdrawn.

R. D. Richardson moved, scconded by E. B. Brown,
that the Treasurer of last year's Commitleo for tho
Christmas Entertainmeont be instructed to furnish tho
Society with a roport of tho surplus in bis hands.—
Carried.

. G. Mowat then moved that the Sccrstary do notify
all partics who are as yet indebted to the Socioty, with
a view to their settling such indebtedness.—OCarried.

E. B. Brown gavo notice of a wmotion to the effect
that a Section IL., sub-sce. 6, all the words after **sufll-
ciont excuso” be struck out and the following sub. °
stituted: “shall havo his name struck off the roll of
members.”

The subject ** Doos Poetry afford more entertainment
than History #” was then debated, J. A. Paterson tak-
ing the placs of E. B. Bowes, tho leader on the affirma-
tive, who wag absent; W. N. Ponton replied on tho
negative, followed by H. Ridout, who supported the
affirmative; J. C. Harstone then spoke in favour of
History, and tho leader on the afirmativo haviag replied,

“the chairman, J. G. McKeown decided in favour of the

negative. J. A. Paterson took tho chair, and the fol-
lowing announcement was mado for next meeting:
Roaders: W. A. Wright, G. Cope.  Subject for debate:
“{Vas Wellington & greatér Warrior than Statesman?”
Ioaders: F. B Hodgins, Affirmative; V. H. Biggar,
Negative.

The Society then adjourned.

« Desaving TOE Baste"—1 ongaged ,” mys a law-
yor, a chaise at Galway to conduct me sowme oW miles
into the country, and had not procecded far when it
pulled up at the foot of the hill and the Irish driver,
coming to the door, opened it What are youat, man ?
Dhis isn't where 1 ordered you to stop.—* Whist, your
honor, whist?' said I’addy. in an undertone; ‘1 am
only desaving the baste. Tl just bang the door; he'll
think yor out, and then he'll cut up the hill like Old
Sceateh, see if he don't'™

A Qoaker and a Baptist, travelling in astage coach,
tho Ittar took overy opportunity of ridiculing the for-
e, on scconnt of his religious profession. At longth
they camo lo x huath, where the body of a malefactor,
latoly oxoouted, was hanging in chaios upon a gibbet.
s 1 seonder, now,” said tho fist, ** what religion that
oan was G Dechaps,” replied tho Quaker, coldly,
“ ho was & Baptist, and they bave hung himap to dry”

A_Snorr Jousssy 1A choleric 0ld gentloman, be-

at the stypidily of an and fithfol
servant, exclaimed, ZOD:%I. ou dolzh’ sl go out of
my wits at your Mnsse® To which ths honest old

ewcvitor nﬁ:g. « Well, theec's ono comiort, master;
you wou't far 10 £07_ S o e
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