
2'houghts niggeeted by the Scazon of the Yea,'>

wbo have given heed to the counsels of world-
ly politicians, and cast off the fear of God, and
amongr whomn selêishness and ambition liad be-
corne the sole principles that influenced the
public mind, and there- in the anarchy and
ulaughter which desolatod, the land, and mena-
ced mankind with a longr night of discord and
violence, it %vould bie found that suc> mon, iii
reference to the body politic, wvere iniserable
cornforters, physicians of no value. The ton-
dencies of irreligion are tâll towvards evil, and
when it becorres general among a people, tlie
evi la *o vast and complicatedl to bc descrilod,
,or conceived. The apostie Paul poresents us,
at the close of the first chapter of his epistle to
the Romans, with a black catalogue of the sins
of the polite nations of antiquity, and these,
their evil doings, as evcry one linows, led to
their downfall, and to the ingress of barbarous
nations on their ruins, so that darkness again
covered the earth, and gross darlitoss the peo-
ple. Little do tliose wvould-be politicians under-
stand what; they do, Mien tbey go about to
pour out their vulgrar ribaldry agrainst the grod-
ly ofthe land, ;vho bear a teztimony to the
truth and excellency of the scriptures, and wait
on the Lord in bis sanctuary. If numbers
would convert this province into a great nation,
the thing may bie easily and spoedily effected ;
but it is flot; eXfficult to understand what, hind of
nation that %would be, wvhere the Sabbath is des-
ecrated, and the çanctuary despised. The re-
tl.ions of lire, which, when purified by the doc-
trines and precepts of the gospel, are lile gold-
en hinges, on wvbich revolve -il] that is orderly
and.graceful in society,, boconie only instru-
mients of ruin, producing wretcbiedness and ca-
Iamnity over the length and breadt1i of a land.-
.And thougli there rnight neyer be the turînoil
of anarchy, even ibis %vere preferable to the

reg ofly and deaili from, gyezeration to go-
neration.

[t ivould, doubtiess, bie wrongr to say of the
professing church as a liody, that she i; wholly
the saIt of the carth, but it la ivithin lier pale
that it la to be fournd, and not in the asseînblies
of men glorying in their shame. 0O! it wvere
enough to arouse a man to five like the ]3aptist,
in plainest garb, and on food of tho coarsest
kind, to sound wvitli mnore effect an alarmn in the
ear8 of rnen,who uxake their riches a grotind for
dèespising the sanctuary, wherein their fathers'
'worahipped. They rnay flatter themscives;
they are the frienda of the country, but in trutli

they are .ts most cruel enemios, for they are
confirmi ng the depraved in their depravity, and
t1he profane in thoîir profanenoss. They are
weceintg the hands of the faithful, and they
are toaiclingi. tho youngr and inoxperienced to
forsakie the pa.thIs or wisdon and of holixess.-
And, 0 ! if it lbe a trntb, that God rules in tbe
ariios of hocaven, and aniongr mon, the polioy
of sucli men>, if it li eover actod uipon,wilI in the
end be found to lie wormwood and gail.

flut, at this season, %vhon another ycar has
flcd away, %ve wvould rathor wishi to direct the
rninds of our frionds to things more nearly con-
cerning us as individuals. Thougli everdy
is fitted to teach us the Jesson, that our time
la short, yot the close of anothor yoar is fitted
to teacàli us this 'truth %vith a pecuiliar emphiasis.
A day is sncb a short space of' tine, that ivo
are apt to allow ono after another to passaway
%vithout, any notice or concern ; but a yoar is a
cycle made upl ofnxany days,-it is ilt to bie a
part of' our tiîne uipon oarth,-and wvhen the
clos.- of the year bias come round, wve sem as
if %vo bad advanced noaror to the grave, and are
ready to say with the Patriarcli, I~l Men a few
yoars are corne, wo blhaîl go the wiay whience
wve shaîl not return." And bore we are re-.
xninded of a passage in a sermon preached by
tbe lato Dr. Joncs in E dinburgyh, on the fifîieth
anniversary of the commencement orbis minis-
trations la Scotland. Tbe toxt wvas Zech. i, 5e
ilYour fathors, w~hore are thoy, and the pro:-
phets, do they live for ever V The passage is
fromi the close of the discourse, and la litted to
show v vhat a change a few years makze, in emp-
ing bouses or their ininates, and, as wve rnay
say, cities of thoir inhabitants. It rends to us
the lesson,-1 lie yc always reidy."' "laI the
yoar 1779,' says Dr. Jones, "1just fifty years
agro yrE5TERD)AY, I first was permittedl Io enter
into this Ixouse. The impression made upon
mny niind was strong and solenin ; and it bas
nover been effacod. On Itds day fifty years
ago, 1 first ascended the place from whicli I amn

nowv addressing you, and opeiiod rny mouth
veith a desire, 1 trust, to utter wliat wvas right
in the siglit of God, by illustrating his morcy
and graco to a fallen world. 1 chose for rny
text the declaration of tho boly apostle Paul,
il arn notashainod of the gospel of Christ, for
it is tho power of God unto salvation to every
one that belioveth.' There wvas bofore me an
immense concourse of people. This church
Nvas buiîtto accommodate nearly eighteen hund-


