MARCE, 18786. .

HEeRE AND THERE.—A certain traus-
lantic Presbytery has resolved this winter
to send a deputation to all the congrega
tions within its bounds for the purpose of
reminding the people of the importance
of the priuciples which have given rise to
divisions in the Presbyterian family.
We, too, are visiting all the congregations
of the Presbyterian Church in Cunada,
with this distinction, however ; we go tu
tell our people that we have buried the
hatchet. that we have agreed to let by-
gones be by-gones, and, that, henceforth,
we Wwant no controversy bus to provoke
one another to love and good works. Let
us be thankful for this distinction with
such o difference.  We wish the brethren
much suceess in their winter campaign.

THE POWER oF NUMBERS.—A learned
lecturer not loug since astouished his
audience by holding up before them a
small piece of black shale, remarking,—
*This pound of coal is capable of pro-
ducing a force that can lift a weight of
one hundred pounds to the height. of one
mile above the earth’s surface.”” And
from this he went on to culeulate the
latent power pent up in the undeveloped
coul-fields of the world. Ia like manner
we might find representative men in all
the Churches who have shewn in a re-
ma kable degree the capacity of * the one-
man power.” Luther and Knox among
the Reformers: Chalmers and Guthric
among the Preachers ; John Williamsand
Bishop Pattison among the Missionary
Martyrs; Wilberforce and Muller, the
brothers Haldanc and Crossly, awmong
philunthropists: Wesley, Whitefield and
Moody among evangelists, not to sprak
of honourable women, not a few. But
who shall attempt to compute from such
data the dormant power of the church, or
the change that will come over the world
when every uominal Christian shall be

found doing with their might, what they
can for the good of their fellow-men ?
If the astempt to convert ornamental
office beaiers, a1 d deud congregation, and
lukewarm individuals, into ardent and
useful associations be an arduous task. it is
not a hopeless one @ at all events it is the
life’'s work to which every fuithful min-
ister stands solemnly pledged, by the help
of God, to accomplish.

SysTEMATIC GIviNG.—We cannot too
soon yield to the convietion that ¢ Nys-
tematic giving fur Christ’s Kingdom is a
necessity of that Kingdow.” The best
practical treatise we know of on this sub-
jeet isa compilation of five essays publish-
ed some years ago, and since widely cir-
culuted, under the tigle of ““Gold and the
Gospel.”  The writer of one of these es-
says, the Rev. John Ross of Hackney,
London, recently deccased, did perbaps
more in his life-time - thav any other wan,
by precept and his own example, to com-
mend the gospel of giving. as a divine ac-
cessory of the gospel of sulvation. But,
without any such aid, there is nothing to
prevens any minister instituting a system
adapted to the civeumstanees of his con-
gregation, by which every member of his
church. rich and poor, may be educated in
the duty and privilege of helping on the
Lord's work. The best exampleto which
our short experience at present enables us
to point, in illustration of the prineiple
we contend four, is thet referred to in
another column, where we find one of our
congregations, and that by no means the
wealthirst, contributing for the Foreign
Missions of the Church aver $1000, and
for the different branches of its Home
Mlissions not far from two thousand dol-
lurs.  We recommend those who cannot
procure a copy of Gold and the Gospel,”
to send for a copy of the lust anuuul report
of ¥rskine Church, Montreal.



