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Sovereign, they could protect and encouragetheir felloîIv.Christians. A Biýshorc "'s* tblished iii the flew lv Ms.sulman seutlement or Cufa,'n'id slbortly 'afterwards the seat of the l-atri-archate I'as transferred from, Selencia anîd Ctesj-phOn, nolI falling into decay, to lgîld thenPW and flourishiug capital of the Conuîuauîîorsof the Faithfül.
WVe are iudohted to the Chaldoeans for thepreservatiiiu Of milmerous precious fragments ofGreek icaringi-; as the Greeks were, ulauy ceIn-turies bef'ire, te the aîîcost irs of the Ch:îl loeajîsfor tbe records of astronoilly ani the elemeuts ofEasitern svience, In the celobrated( sehoujis ofEdessa, Nisihis, Seleoicia, or 1Mahoiaas it isfrequeutly cailleri by lto, Syrian elironicîers,and cf l)orkeon, the early launguages of thecountry, the (liaildee Itnd Sra, " s we]l aGreek, w'ere poibliely tailîght; aud there wîeremasters of the sciences cf graîrinmar, rhetoricl)ietry, dialectics, lirithmetic, geomnetry, nius<.,ustroncrny, and Medicine, whose treatises werpl)reserve(l ia public libraries.* The wcrks ofGrüek physicians and philosophers had iut ane trly period heefl translaîedl into Chaldep. Tiheyexciloul tho curiosity of tbe Caliplîs, uho werethen the encouragers and patronîs Of* loarnino'.and by thpir orders they wvere tranisiateti bv,Nestoriatu ChaIdanîs into Arabie. Amolungthe ivorlus eonflhleu by the Caliphi AI «Mamoun tobiis Chaidzeanî sUbijects, %ve fiîid recordeul those ofAristotle îud Galcu aîîd othevrs lu the Greek,l>cIrsi:i, Challîheanî and Egy'ptian Iuungliagunu.I le a]lso sent icarricîl Nesi orians inito Sre.îrmenia. ani Egyît, to ('ollect. inatîîtt'î 1 î,ilt and1<) obtùîîo the Hssistance Of» the înost learjeu nien.MX ien asked hy a iiîl \t ssuoal lo loie ho i ndtro:t the t raiisIatio)iî ot a ny boo k to aI <'h r-istiajn,lic is said tii have re plicil ; t'I C cieto I ilnîthe care (If [Il h ody, il, "hichi divell uîy 'cul etolMay sprt,1liereftIre sho>iiuld I not iiitrîîst hiuuiwiil the nrusof al person whomn 1 kîiow nt.esjuec'iuîî

3'iie they relate to matters 'ihiclibiave uo referenc to or fuith or to lus faitb ?"ýAssetni, wlio wrote the history of the Nesto-flan cuti Mon(ophymit, Chiurî'he, give-3 a lot.,li',t of thu' trantil'ts of, autiounentatîîrs îîpon,the treatises oIf Aristotto and a Syriae wri(erhas tu'ft ai, extensive catal ogu_ ftowrso
Chaldee authiois. Ceoftewrsf

'rite Chaîchean Patriarclhs were not insensibleto the growving power of thc Tartar kings, wbosede'scenidants afteruvarrîs overturned the throne cfthe Calipbe, axît overrxu iearty the whole of'Asia. At ant early period their missionaîles hiadpenetrated into Tartary, aud from tbe sixtbceIntutry, up te the tim e of the conquest cf Bagh.dlad by Iltulattu Khan, iii the middlle of thethirteeliîh, they had possessîti great influenceover the Tribeo.~f Tiorkistin. They even boastedcf the' ciivu'rsionî to Cbristiauity of more thanOlie 'a1'tar king, ainoîîgs.t îvhomn was the cele-brated l>rester, or I'resbyîî 0on ftistrang'e pesnae whîo pl, Si) colîspieucus 9part in. the early aunais cf'tht Chutrch, aud cfwhoin so rny fables have lîenu retateil tbat bisvery existence bas beis doubted, thero remainsa curiîius letter. It rnay bave been ccmposedfor huan by the Chaldoean mîssicnaries who ilc-ei)mpauîed 1îiuln his wanderings, or it may bea foirgci'y, after their returu to Europe, by soneccle.siwstties w-ho had visited luis court. It ccii-tains, buiwever, a sing>ular andui îînnî sing( des('*ptioin îîf tîie powver aind state of tîmeýS'e 'Jantarkinigs, auJ shlons tbe exaggerated ideas whiehprevailed regarding then. M auy particulaîsc 'tiiained iii this letter are ciinfiî'ne<î by NMarcoI>olo, Sir ,John Maudeviîll, ami ther iravelleris;anil as this cii'cnustance gos fur tii prove, limatLt Iras at toast written by one who had seen thecountry aud people lie describes, 1 have madleSoule extracts lm'om it. IL is adi'se o lxuCoininenîns, the G meek E mperuir.
"l'rester Johin, lîy the graee of God, anul ofour Lord Jestis Christ,' the king cf kings, to-AI('xius Coiuuneiu the goveunor cf Consâtîn.
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tinople, health andi a happy end. Our Majestylias heen informeti that thon hast learrut oureýxcelleîîcp, anul that mention has beenl made totieocf our greatness. That whichl ve desire totunci is, wheîher thout hcidî' 9 t îvith. us the trucfaith, and whether in ail things thou belIievest iiiOur Lordl Jc'sns Christ?
"lIf thon dvsirest to kncw Ouir 'greatness, andthe excellence cf Our mighit, and over îvhat landlsor poîIver extendfeth, ki oîv anîl believe, iittieutdoubtin-, thut we are l>restcr 'John, the servantcf Gud : that nve excel lu ail riches underIleaven, anti iii virtue and i0 powver ail the kiingscf the earîli. Sevenîty kings are or trihutaries.Wec are a devout Christian, anti %v every wvhereprotect, ud nourisît wiîh aluns, sticb poor Oluris-tiaus as aire wiihiu the empire cf Or clemeucy.WVe liave made a v(iw tc risit the seo îo ufOr Lord with. a great ariny, as il bcconneth theglory cf Or Uajesty, to wage war agninst antihunuiliate the enemii's cf the cross cf Christ, aiaito exaît Ilis hîîiy naine.* Our mag-nificenceruletli tver the t hree Inulias; aîîd cOur terriîîîrit.sstrotchl beyond the fîîrthermuist Ilîdia, in irhiu'hrestetît the> boidy cf the blesseîî Ajiostle, Thoimas;theuce throîîgh. the wilncrnessi they extendtowards the rising Of the s'Il, aun, retqirningtcwarîls the giig-uiown thereof, to Buibylon, theI)eserted, even to the Tower oif Babel. Seveuty-tîvo provinces îîbey lis, a few cf whieh are Chris1tian provinces; anti each hath ils own king.And ail their kingsb aî'e or tributaries. Iu orterri tories eire fo)urni elephiants, drcnneîlîries, amicamtnîsq and ainnost evvry kind cf beast that isiiiuuler Ileaven, Our dominions lcw îvith Mnillkauu i hnuy. li one poirtion cf our territories noPoisons

5 can lîarm ; i another gr-o% ail kiîîds cfpepper ; aund a third is so thit'k Nrith groves thatit resemlieth aL fîî'sîIaîl is foul cf serpents ineverv part. There 15 also a sandy sea Ivithoutwater. Three dayu' Jcorney frîim this sca thereare mountains fron which descend rivers cfstones. Near these Muountains la a deetbc-tween inhuispitabie Mils. Under groni thevreflcwetlî a rivulet, to which there eppareth to licnu) au'ress *1andti Iis rivuiet falleth ioto a river cfgreater size, wvherî'in nou <if oîîr doiniîions5enter, anoul obtain therefroîn lreciîuîîs Stones lugreat ahundance. B3e*vond this river are tontribes cf ,Tews, wluî, althcîîgh they pretenti tohave their on kingsq, are neverîheîess or sei'-vants anti tributaries.j lu another oif oîîî Pro-vinces, near the torrîl zone, lire îvormis, ',rhicl lncur tongrue are ealted aanues Th 'e., eworms eau cnly liî'e iii fire, and malte a skiiarounîl thepm as the silk-n'crm. This ski 0 isPareftolly splun by the ladies cf or palace, andfromn it we have cloth. for or cuirmmun tise. Thisclota eau oniy ho îvashed in a briglit fire.t Ouîrarnuy is preceulet by thirteen great crosses oîfgnld anul precicos stciies;§ huit îrhci %ve ride cuit,%vithout siate, a cross unadorneil iita flgrure'golul, or .lewels, that we may ho (,ver îniudfol cfcîîr Lord ,Tcsus Christ, aunt a sitrer vase filletiwith golul, that ail men lflay kncîIv tliit ire arethe kinîg cf kings, aire carricil befiure lis. Wevisit Yearly the boidy cf the loypruiphet D)aniel,whiehi is in lBaliyiîuu, the l)eseIrt.lI Otîr palace islcf ehony and shittim n'urd, and u'aîîiit ho iijuuroiby fire. On its roof', -et each enul, are two goidon

*A ciiiar voir iras exaeted hy Haitun, t1e ChîristianKinîg ouf Arielîim, froinmi Miîio Chain, the fiîirî h Ernperor oîf tuep Tuinars in 1253. (Histoire Orientale. ouides TartarenarIatnpaetdRod'méi
Biergern' ,mpar.(l Vitoy, aet vo u i i.d é+ecriii Ins gýe Poii' thres lib. i. ch 2) Jews aredesribd a boili intheary cf tue Einupe;or Ciiblal.Tt seîe thpeifire, that It, iras not in tllig Century lonetlîat the last trilles Nvera traced tii 'l'iurtary.t Th(e Salainaniier ii tilso du'su'rulueu br Miireo Polol(11h. i. e'h. 47). The ciotti ls îîuntiîrneî iiu Ille insertp.tion ou the epieirteul stonn o f &;e.gnn-ftîî)'lireuroi, ir. 1). 350> Thmis fable, or xgeainwhhwsprohtably cf veyar dtt ager tiumno llIil haebeen u Crrent cr arly <1 te, artars ohrre gt tmaeCimn]iueis g Tatr ranboga t§. Tue ariuiy cf Naiamn, wbeu he rebeîled agaiuat Cu-blai, %vis lireeeuled iuy a cross. (MNareti l'om. lut>. ii. C. 6.)t Aecoring tu> traditiou the toînt> of D)aniel wnisprescrvcil auîmcngst the rouis cf susa, or iii a ralley cfthe Bakhtyai'i. We have no other me;ntion cf ils exist.ence at Iltîby on.

aPpes, ant inl ench nippi are tI "'that the golId nmay shîin' y dyai Ideês give light by i ighit. 'l'lhe grciuh'-
cf sarulonyx, miîgleul with lioril, si> 1may enter i Ilh poisona; the tesser gal
ebony. The, ainulows are mif cryshti. ']
are cf golîl amîd amethyst, anti the
which sustaiii tlmem, are c;f ivory. 'ftlie
lu which, we sleep is a wonulerWu ii'(<ri
and silver, anul crery inanner o'Preol
IVithin it imeuse is evri buri'n ()
f Sîpphire. Ie have the mot bemili

%Ve feed daily 30,000) nien, besitIes casu~and ail these î'eceive dallv sîumns frein 0ibier, to ni-imi tîleir horses, nndi 14) be,empîycu. uring echi ionittî Vve aby seren kings (lîy cathu olil, hlis
sixly-five dolçes4, aiuîl î> tîîrehiî
sî.xty-flve collnts. 11, cOr )a,, there di
ou cuir righit hail, twelve archbisýhoP
teft twonty biblhopSI besi des the l'atriarThomas aîî the î'rîiîopapas Of e na1
Archiprtmîpaps if* Sua, lu wiluich c
thîcue cf' or gicry aui cuir imnPerit
Abhîîts, accci'ding ho the nîuîber Of tht
the 3'ear, ministur te, us in Our cliuP
boîler is a pllnnuih anti a kiug cuirarclibishop and au kinîg; cuir' ChajIbeI«
bislucp ndi a king ; our Inaresclimîl Ii 1
uuandrito aud a kingr; niiom or tiead 1

k i n g ~ ~~ i n i;ua b î b u t w e a s s u m e .Iranmk, anti a more hutiîble niaine, uliatprilve or great huimuiliy."
'l'lie Chaulmuti, îuisaiuîniries dm) neothave hîut tîttu saie smcsw Ith i~'

mnaunarchs as with l'rester Jiohn. If the,to ennhraee the Chiristianu rvlii'
neverthelesm, evideîiee to prmove thit thi
anîl chitîtren, in many inustances, verethe cmnverts. Thmeir inufluence secuc'î
Christians thue lcleratioli cf thueir i'
thlîcîgh it înay nuit thare been sife n
hein, o extendn it. Anîngsl tiose ha Christian Nvife May lie mnibrateti Ginghis Khaun, irbose felîir h

pT(ibably brouit Up lu the faitil o' the"1'l'ite M~etruipoii.c of the 'lartmi'riu
Clmilrlreait cîurcu resideîcti hMcoThmis city, but îupcn lIme ri'Of th
Alexandit cf the Mîmeedonian ciiiiqu
(lu the suîithwîesteriî ordes f h050 evt'wlmicb sti'etch eiustwiuruls to thii fr0China; anJ fuîrmed, lu inh.' <ays cf 'tg pnthe pr'incipal statioun lu the greuit cr
he'tween Persia anmu B )ktai', B3atlhîh,ISSand thue eities cf lruunisoxiaiul.

irere suîhse"qîeimtly ou.cupieci by rVntries ; the îumost nuinerous cf îrhieh Wei
LI) the eaî'ly Christiaîn histuirians. iLs thetTlie chier cf this tribe iras Ieîîkcd t'Po
Sîveeigîî f hmt great reion. ,i

the eihy t)f lç«Kaukrunn, et t'he flotii cf ttmuînms cf Allai, the biriat place cf the
his race. It is singular thiat a Clllvmreh firsî anniuuiiueeiî, lu tîme haIt of theQ

h e î'cgress fî'cm tle norh cf th ý re
ale hor'des, wluich weedestinC e']sweep awuuy the dynasty cf ttM PrO<1t'
defilte the palaces ot' Baghdad. 'l'lias describeil by Eastern %îr'iters,"isigrestîng ; anti it gosrkîîl îi
Mîuuners cf the people whc ni W ill'
where the Scelle occurred, thiih il

T1he Chaldfean Paîriarch Ilund rlcev ,
fromn his Moîropolitan ah Smuiuriiii>
au acctnt of the niew race which îhad 0Ha haetenüdti o conumunicahe the leCatiph, îuiid read thue lter befr th*t s st m b l 3' f c (u n i ci hr s a ud c h iO fs *noîuiierous as the tocusieltout, hall bersnucuntains betireen Thibet n'id 1C0otaLf
poti'g dmîwn upon the fertile Plalfls
Tlhey were ecmmnanîded bY heeil bingg'
thé hend cf 70,000 horsemneli' 17hewvere as swarhy as Indiauns. 'lheY

*Aiuifuirj lu Clirîunico syriacO bd
Asseinani, rot iu'. p. 487.


