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On1 thc verge of the mionthl of the wvhite licv year,
When friend to fricnd givcs heairtiest checer,

'l'le min and thc frost for a igh-t and a day

H{ave cunningly wvorkced altcrnitely.

I'hey have thick'enied the crust of the (lazzling snlow

Ovcr %'hosc surfatce the Cold winds blow:

Thev havec fringed the cav*es 'vith their old device,
1Enornious dagg"ers of glitterisi- ice:

AXnd the mails in the walls, %vherc in iiiumnier tinie

'l'lie scarlet runners wcrc %vont to clinib,

'lhey have crowncid with geins more brighxt, more fair,

1,11111 eastcmn qlucenis on1 their bosomis %vear.

]lut scarcely a glance do we 'vaste on these,

For our %vondcr is fixcd on the jewvellecl trccs

Ncver l>eforc, in ail thecir days,

Have thicy borne suchi b)cauty for mortal gatze

On tlicim the frost anîd the rmi have wrouight

A spiendour thiat could not be sold or boughit.

1Hean'flv laden fronii foot to crown,

L.ike fairest of brides wvith heaids bowed down,

I n park, and square, dcinircly thcy st.ind(,-

Stand by thec %vayside ail ovcr the land,

'*'hick-crusted wvith pearls of iarivellous size,

%Vhiose lustre rebukes our.aching eyes.

Tlhus for a nighit and a day they have stoocl,

Modcst and chaisic in thieir virginhlood

But arc thcy as happy, as joyful at heart,

As wlicn, in greenî vesture, tliey gladly took part

In ail the fresh bliss thiat to spring.tinie they owed,-

1, ill the hiot pleasuire that sumniiier bestowed ?
Na>', verily, lia>'," 1 hecar theni repeat:

"'l'lie blood iii our veins, even downi to our fct,

Is gelid and still,-%we are sick unto dcathi

Ohi send us, ye hieavens, oh send us a breath

0f warmith that will bear aIl thcse jewcls away,-

These fetters that we for a niglit and a day

Have borne in silence %vith inf'inite pain.

Ohi -ive us our frecdoin, our bare armisagn

A wind tlhat haid slept ill this timie in the south,

In an orange grove that 'vas faint froni drouth,

Hieard the sort plaint of the jeweclced tres,

And cme in the guise or a gcntle breee,-

Came, andi îithi kisses tenderly

Unbomnd the c.aptiv'cs, and set themi frc.

TIheir crystalline chains werc broken asunder,

Fiiling aIl cirth wvith a blinding %voider,-

WVith a crash and a flash and a musical sotind,

L.ikec a sliower of stars they fell ta the grotind

And, frccd froin thicir bondage, the graterul tres

lui thecir bare bro'vn amis carcised thie brece,

Caircsscd. thc wind tuat camec froin the south,

Froîîî the ornge grovec that %vis faint w~ith drouthi

And they %vep)t for joy, thecir thanks thicy Nvept,>
While the wind lay still in thecir arns and slept.

-- WgOT-lr-l


