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EEXD COM MRROCLA L.

Ontario’s Arbitration Law,

Ono of the moat difficult sacial quostions that
hns for yoars heen ocoupying the attention of
cconomista is how to settle grievances hotween
capital and labor. Ono of the means most ad-
vocatod in order to securo the end is arbitra-
tion, And so strong has faith in its eflicacy

article; intended oxprossly to give him an
audionce with the trada. Tho dealer is not tu
bo bought, and if tho offering of n cigar carries
with it the remotost iotimation of this sort,
the travelor had Lettor pack hin grip on the
spot. Should ho have the faculty “of casualiy
presonting the weed, and with the same air of
unconcern and good fellowship that he would
u Housl when he hands a cigar to

bacome that legislative bodies throughout the
world are creating machinery to carry out the
grinciple. At the last session of the Outario
legislature, it, too, foll into line, cnacting what
is now known as ** The Ontario Trade Disputes
Conciliation and Arbitration Act, 189+.” The
act is what may be termed double-batrelled in
choracter. One eet of machinory is for the
sottlemont of dif culties betweea railway com
panios and their employces, and tho other is for
adjudicating difticulties betwoen all other kiuvds
of omployors and their cwmployees, There are
what are termed councils of conciliation and
councils of arhitration. The council of cono-lia-
tion counsiats of four conciliators. To this body
the dispute is first submitted. Should this
body fail to bring about a settlement, the mat.
ter goes on to the council of arbitration, Thut
Lody consists of three members, two appoiated
by the licutenant governor, on recommsendatica
of employer and employces respectively. The
third, who presides, is appointed on the recom-
mondation of the other arbitrators. Each
council holds office for two years.

A claim or diepute under the act includes
such matters of dispute between employers and
employees of ten or more in number ae these :
{1) The price to be paid for work done ; (2)
damsges alleged to have been done to work,
delay in finishing same, eto,; (3) the prico to be
paid for mining: (4) the performance or non-
porformaunce of aay stipulation or matter al-
leged to have been ia an agreement ; (5) inauf-
ficient or unwholesome food supp'ied to em
ployees where there is an agreoment in regard
thereto; (6) ill-ventilated or dangerous work-
ings or places in mines or unwholesome or un-
sanitary rooms or other places of accommceda
tion in which work is being performed; (7) the
dismissal or employment under agrecment of
employees; (8) the dismnissal of employees for
their connection with any trade or labor or.
ganization.

B +th councils hare power to enforce the at-
tendance of witnesses and to esamine them
undor oath. The report of the award of the
council of arbitration is to be made within one
month after the council has complated its sit
tings, and, provided each party to the dispute
had agreed, prior to the hearing of the same,
to be bound by the award, the award may
be enforced by legal proceedings.

Remuneration of members of council of
arbitration is fixed at §3 for preliminary meet-
ings, 84 for whole day sittings. The members
of the board of arbitration are to be remuner-
ated in such manner and at such rato as the
Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council may appoint.
Witnesses are entitled to the same fees as in
the Division Court.

There is now in the Province of Ontario the
machinery for adjudicating differences botween
capital aud labor, and if disputants fail to
take advantage of it, the fault will not be
with our legislators. They have done their
part; and it rLow devolves upon employers
and wage carners to Jo theirs when occasion
demande, instead of goinﬁ into open warfare,
unsettling trade and infl:cting injary upon
themselves dirsotly and others indirectly, as
is always the casec to a more or less extent
where strikes obtsin.—Rxchange.

"Traating” Gustomers.

The customer who is in the habit of taking
solaco out of the clay pipe may experience a
benutitude through a choice Havana cigar
which will allay discordant feelings and put
him ia a good buying humor, says the Travel.
ing Salesman. But it must be handled cau-
tiously by the traveler, and it must nover ap-
pear that he gocs about with a case full of the

y
a friond of the inner circle, the act would do
no harm.

But this is o hard thiog to do, and the man
you may novor have seon before can hardly fuil
to suspect your motive when you deliberately
hand Eim a cigar, This is especially apt to be
the caso whon the gontleman is not o smoker.
As a rulo, therefore, do not attempt the cigar
lay. An intimato x\cqluaintunco with the ous-
torror is, unquestionably, & very decided ad.
vantage, and the nearer the travelor can got to
a oustomer in a dignified way, the more he en-
hances his chances of captucing his order. The

to

the gulf coast harbor improvoments and not
ship canals aro the projects which attract
publio iaterest.

‘ Roturning to tho region of tho Great
Lakes, wo have first the Lake Ecie & Ohio
canal, agiin unader econsideration, and tho
Houso Committeo has recommended a $20,000
approprintion for o survey. The traflic in
sight for such a caual is a strong feature in
its favor. So long as Lake Supettor ore and
coke from tho Allaghenies aro brought to-
gethor to make Bossemor pig, a fair traflic
reoms assured for this proposed watorway.

‘‘ Propotals to connect the Great Lakes
with the Mississippi are numerous. The
Fletchor bill, which has boeon also favorably
roported by the House Committee, appro-
priates §$10,000 for surveys to determide tho
most feasible route for o canal from somo
point on Lawe &Huperior to the Mississippi
river at or near tho T'win Cities. Of courss,
oven the breizy enthusiasts of the northwest
do not p to dig a ship canal over the

acquaintance, however must never d
to familierity. Sonie travelers assumo the
familiar manner, and thiok they have mado
substantial progross when they can «ddress the
customer by his given name. This iz danger-
ous ground to tread upon.

Projects for Ship Canals in America.

The Fngineering News says :—** Ve doubt
whether the ‘“oldest inhabitant’ can recolloct
a time when projeots for ship capals over all
portions of this continent were more nunierous
than at the present tiae. Beginoing on the

1
whole 250 miles, but the plan is to utilize
existing waterways, which would increasoe tho
distance to some 330 miles by tho route that
is really most practicahio.

‘“ We must not rmt to mention that a
canal is now actually in process of construc-
tion which will atford connection between the
Great Unkes and the Mississippi, and that
within o fow years. We refer, of course, to
the Chicago draisage canal.

¢ Of projects to ehorten tho present lake
route thero is a large number, including pro-
posod water ways across the north Michigan

insula to t Lakes Superivr and Michi.

cast, we have the perennial Cape Cod acheme,
now in tho hands of a new set of capitalists, or
would-be capitalists, who succeeded in miking
quite a8 much stir in the Massachusetts legis-
Iaturo this year a8 any set which has preceded
thom, and seem no more likely, so far as we
can learn, to make any sticr oa the sands of
Cape Cod.

“ Coming over to the middle states, we have
on the north the projected canal from the Hud-
son to the Great Lukes, The House Commit-
tee on Railways and Canals has been very
generous this year, and has recommended an
appropriation of §50,000 to make surveys for
this caual, the altarnative routes proposed be-
iog via the Erie Canal, and via Lake Qatario,
the Oswego and Mohawk valleys. This latter
route would involve a canal around Niagars, on
the American sido, as the members of the com.
mittee were strenuous that the traffic should
not leave American territory.

“Coming further south, we have the proposed
ship canal across New Jeraey, from Raritan
bay to the Delaware river at Philadelphia. It
is urged as a strong point in favor of this canal
that it would save time and expense to vessels
entering and leaving Philadelphia, as compared
with the preseat outlet to the sea via Delaware
river and bay, but as the canal would be
thirty-four miles in leagth, on making reason.
able estimates for comparative epeed in the
canal and io open water, it is difficult to see
how the time of transit would be sufficiently
lessened by the proposed canal to attract a
very heavy, trofic. However, as we have
already recorded, Philadelpbians are said
to be interesting themselves in the project,
am(zi are trying to raise funds to have surveys
made.

““A little further south we have the proposed
Chesapeake aud Delaware canal, a scheme in
which Baltimore is taking quite an interest, as
noted on our engineering news page this week.

“Further south still, we have the project for
openring & chain of inland waterways all along
the coast, their chief purpose beiug as a refuge
for our lighter naval vessels in time of war.
Of the ship canal across the Florida peninsula
we have heard nothing for a long time ; yet a
caaal hera would have much in its favor, as the
chaio of waterwaysin tho lake region of Flori-
ds, would aid in its construction, and vessels
using it would not unly considerably shorten
their voyago, but would avoid tho dangerous
passage up the casy coast of Florida. Along

gan, and one across the south peninsula to con-
nect the south end of Lake Michigan with the
wost end of Lake Erie, lenving Huron out in
the cold.

¢ In Canada we find promotsra actively at
work on the proposed canal from Georgian bay
to Lake Ostario, but thus far, we believe,
without success in securing the necessary capi-
tal, although they have secured a franchise
from Toronto for supplying that city with a
water and with electric power. In fact, we
beliove this enterprisc is now being pushed
moreactively than any other ship canal scheme
on this continent.

‘* Aoother Canadian scheme is the proposed
route from Lake Huron to Montreal via tho
French river, Lake Nipissing and the Ottawa
river. While it is not now being actively
pushed, its possibilities are among the greatest
ot any canal schome whish we bave named.

¢ With respect to all these various schemes
it must be said that the question of their
feasibility as an engineering work is one
question, their ch of cia
is apother, and the last question must be
auccessfully met before capial can be secured.
It must be shown to the eatisfaction of invest.
ors, first, thut any proposed canal can be con
structed within the estimates made by reputable
engincers, and se¢ondly, that the benefit 10
comunerce is svfliciently great to attracta traffic
that will pay tolla sulficient to return a fair
income on the capital invested.

‘* Even in the case of schemes where this
can be fairly shown, however, we fear that
promoters will find it uphill work to over-
come the doubts of ocapitalists. The success
of the Suez Canal is offset in the public mind
by the fiasco at Panama, by the failure thus
far of the friends of the Nicaragua Caual
to secure private capital for its construction,
and latent of all by the discouragiog revelatiors
with r to the Manchester canal, just
opaoed. The last ontorprise was originally
capitalized at £8,000,000. The countract for
the construction of the entire cangl was let to
Thomas A. Walker for £5,750,000. The con-
tract was abandoned at the clese of 1890, at
which time about £9,000,000 had been actually
expended by the canal company, bonds having
been floated to the amount of £2,407,000 in ad
dition to the capital stock. At this juncture
the aid of the city of Manchester was invoked,
but the sum of £1,000,000 originally asked




