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THE CRI1TYIC,

prosperity in the productive employmenta of the people, and satisfuction on
the improvement in business sffrs  Tho success in mining operstions
receives, ar it doserver, apecin] mention, at.d in this connection it in gemify
ing to noto that a schoel-for the technical training of miners i forerhaduwed,
In referring to milway matters, Hik Honor stuted that the effurt to s cure
the bunding of the mieing link had proved unsuccrssfu’, but its esrlv
completion by the Dominion Government swas now nlmost an asswied fact.
Activo work had been carried on upon tho Nova Scotin Central and Juggins
railways, both of which woro approaching. completion, other milway onter
prises had remsived at astandstill,  Nevertheless, the coming seazon will
Prob:\bly shoiv great activity in vailway construction, The Government'e
tibersl policy in providing for apricultural education had bLorno such good
fruit that the extension of tho ayatem is now contemplated. ‘Tho papors
reapeoting tho iuter-provincial conference, at which tle Government of
Mova Bcotia was represented hy the Provincini Secretary aud Attorney
Gonarsl, ore to bo submitted to the Hours during tho session, Thoro
papers, with the resolutions which they emhody, will probahly prove the
principal hattle ground during the preaent campuign, but as the opposition
aro overshadowed by the Guvesminent supjorters, four to one, they can offur
but feshlo resistunce, and onlookers novor feel satisfied in witnessing an
encounter where the odds are so greatly in favor . f ona party, Amoug
measures foreshundowed aro bullx for the amendment aud conrolidation of the
municiphl sssesament law, for providing a tribunal of arbitration 1 cortain
caser, and for the improvement of the administetion of justice.

Mr O. 8. Weeks, in an eloquent sperch; moved the adoption of the
Address in reply to the Sperch from the Throve, adverting in turn
to oach of the points refirred to in the Governo's Speech,  Inciden.
tally ho called nttention to the fuct that the Dominion Exhibition wae
this year to bo held in Hulifux, and that n Provincinl vgent would be
required to inruro its success. R ferting to the Fisheries and to the Figh-
ories Treaty, he acknowledged, thut as vet he had wot taken an int Mectua)
gragp of its provicions, hut that so fur as he could discern, it would be
detrimental to the beat interesta of the hardy toilers on the sen  Ho called
attention to tho necessity for 1emedinl lexislation with reapect to our lubster
fisheries, and mildly insinuated that the Provincinl Guvi rpment should in
gomo way givo o stimulace to this important industry.  Speaking briefly as
to tho rerolutions adopted at the Quebe e cunference, ho endorsed those which
curtailed the power of disallowauce and improved the finaucial condition of
tho Province.

Mr. Frame seconded the motion to adopt the address in a neat and
sensible speech.

Dr. McKay, the lesder  of the Opporition. in seferring to tho address,
gave somo statistics ar to the progress in Nova Scutia, The populntion, he
eoid, hod increased 250 per cent. in fity years, the customs receipts nearly
400.per cent in forty years, and tho output of cual during Her Majasty's
yeign -had increased 1,000 per cent. ¢ This Provines,” smd Dr, McKay,
“ possesses in iteelf oll tho natural resources which nre to be fuund through.
out the Duminion, avd hence her marked prusperity ™ In referring to the
Quebec resolutions, the leader of the Opposition discussed the policy of the
Government with respect tu bettor terms, repeal, etc., iand ¢lvimed that the
victory of the Liberal patty in Jumo, '86, was due to tho raising of the
ropeal cry. In this respect the Dr is unquestionably in orror, as has

already been proved by tho subsequont Dominivn electivn in February, That|

Mr. Fielding's Qovernmont would have been returned aud handsowely
sustained without raising the question of vepeal, is to our wind tho best
-reason why it should not have been resorted to, since even the poor excuxo
of paity exigency could not have warranted its dircussion at tho polls. Dr.
‘McKay strikes straight from the shoulder, ond while we think his remarks
on the question of arbitration somewhat more rhetorical than practical, we
aro glad to noto that ho roalizes the dung.ss which may mise from antagoniz-
ing capital and labor. ' .
- Premier Fielding made a fluent and telling speech, in:which he declared
bimsolf a firm believer in'the great natural advantages of Nova Scutia us a
coal producer, claimng that the coal industiy wse not in any way depeudent
upon thc miserable crutches of protection. He charged Dr MeKay with
being-inconsistont in his views upon milwsy matters, referring 28 proot to
-%xe regolutions introduced by that hon. member at the last session of the
ouso..

Attorney-Genoral Longley ecriticired the policy propounded by the
leader of the Opposition, viz, that Provineial aid should unly bo given to
rajlways in mining counties;

Messrs, Andrews, McGillivray, and Hearn supported tho railway policy
of the Gover-ment, i

“The address was then passed, and ordered to be engrossed.

Richard T*Arcy hes beon appointed deputy sorgeant-at-arms,
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COMMERCIAL.

. Whilo the volume of general trade has not.been large, it has reached the
full’ dimonsions that wore expectéd, Whilo in the Maritime Provinces
business matters are moving in'a rather sluggish way, they aro in the main
satisfactory, aud payments are fairly. well met. In the Upper and Westorn
Provinces reports are not pleasant reading. A general feoling of unrest and
uncertainty seems {o provail in all- lines.  Bankers thers are curtailing com-
-meorcial accounts on a acalo that threatens to result in more or less finsneial
difficulty. “This course may bo only a precautionary measuro, but it is one
that would hardly be- adopted unless- there were grave reasons impelling
thereto. Taking the general position as a whole, local trade is fair for.the
geason, ond, were it not for sundry rumors, ‘in which Western advices play

75¢. March,. 79%c. May ; 80}c. June.

a prominent part, the situation might justly bo regarded as fairly satisfactors,
thangh tha outlook cannot, under tho ciroumstances, be considered as good
a8 it was A yo\r sgo.

Now that the Dominion Parliamont is in eeselon, wo again press npon
the attention ot our legislvora the imperative necoasity that exists for g
ahsolutely aafe currency. Wa foal that wo need not, in tho face of the
dirantrous failuro of threo or fuur hanking institutions in Cavada within
the past year, reiterate our roasons for bning—with tho majority of th
peoplo of this country—dissatisflod with' tho plan that now obtaius of
allowing banks to issuo unsecured bills of obligation. It has boon shown
that whon such banka find themselves in difliculty, aud espesially whon thay
are sure that failure inevilably impendsy thoy employ every means at their
commnnd to pass their bills upon the public.  When the crash comes thess
hills are generdly found in the hands of the middle and poorar clasaes, whe
cinnot afford to lore the money that the hills are sipposad to vapresent, and
which reallv-reproxenta their hard Iabor  ‘The moasure which wo have so*
oftan urged on tho Guvernmont is so simple, and ro casy of accomplishment,
that it is difficult to understand why any hasitancy as to its adoption
ahould oxist. Thir meacure is merely to ndopt the ayatem that haa worked
wall for the past twenty five years in tho United Stites, of obliging note-
{esuing hunks to gecuro thoir ciroulatioun hy deposiling with tho gunoral
govarnment bonds of tha latter, hauring intorest to the value of the notes
that they circnlats. Tho bank loses nothing by this -procoss, while the
public is srcured againstloss by the possiblo fsilnre of the bink .

The following ara the nssignmeunts aud business changes in this Province
during the past week :—Norman J. Raymond, saw mill, Mateghan, s,ld out
to Mateghan River Lumber Co.; Ronald Gillis, goperal atora, North Sydney,

ffors 33¢ on the & ; L. G Camphell, gencral atore, Baddeck, asking exten.

aion of time ; M. MeLood, dry goods, Westvilla, succeedel by E. J. Troen
& Co ; Tronp & Co. dry goods. Truro, going ont of business ; A. G. Young, .
clothing and gent's furnishing, Windaor, offurs. business for salo; J. A.
Perey, fancy goods, Yarmouth, selling off; J.'B Hamblin & Co., lobster
packers, Pictou, dirsolved. K. H. Hamblian rotires, and W. A. Hamblin
admitted under old firm name ; Isaac Strong, boots, shoes, and grocorivs, -
Kentville. nssigned to Alox. Mecluonis, .

Dry Goops —Loeal business in all dry noods lines hias been vory
limited, and the tonn of tho market har beon quiet  Travellers roport trade
in tho conntry districte to o in the same dull condition. Orders for spring
goods havo been moderate, and, as a rule, 8 markod shrinkage in volume has
heon experienced, as comparad with last year. Agonts of manufucturers of

wocllon goods from the Upper Provinces have been feoling the market 3

during tho past two wecks in tho endeavor to securo orders for fall goods, .
hut, it iz worthy of note, that they have encountered considurable difficulty
in offecting businees, ar our merchants ordered very cautiously. whan.at all,

Inon, HARDWARE 48D METALS.—The market hus remnined fiem on spot,

-with a steady volume of business in small lots, ex store, Business for spring

delivery will soon commenco-as tho reason begius.to open. Finishud iron
and ingot tin and copper aro firm. ‘Warrants ate cabled at 89a. 3d. Tate
London cables ara :—¢ Spct tin, £167; thres monthe' futurer, L£144;
market quiet. G. O B. Chili bars, £78; soft English lead, £15; do.
Spanish do., £14-158 ; best selected copper, £18 10a.; Silesian speltvr, £19
12s- 6d ; Star antimony, £50 ; tinplates, 148, 94 " :
Breapstures —Thera has: beon no change in the-situativ of the local
fl. ur market, the demand continuing slow, and business of s jobbing charac-
ter at stoady prices. The damand for stroug flours has ‘baen fair, and the
market for this grade moderntely nctiva.  Beerbohm's cable says :—** Cargoes
off corst—wheat and corn nothing offering. Liverpool spot wheat and cora
inactive. No. 1 California wheat quiet, at 63, 83d March ;- 6c 93d. April;
Gs. 103d° May., Mixed American mnize dull. Wheat and flour in Paris
quist. Wheat 42s. March. Fronch country markets dull.  Antwerp spot
wheat steady.” The Chicago wheat market has been decidedly wenk.
Trading has heen moro achive, but prices have declined. :Quototions are
Corn was fairly active but wesk,
astanding at 46ic March. 50c. May and Jupe. -Osts fell off snmewhat,
being quoted at 30%c. Mav, 31c Juno At the seaboard. wheat was weak
atd dechined, stancing 883c March, 898c. April, 90fc. May, 903c Juna.
In Toledo, Detroit and Milwaukie, wheit has been casier and declined.
Should tho present threatening aspect of European politics burst out
into war, the whole list of coresls would undoubtedly experienco an iniportant
advanco in values, bot operators have been deceived so frequently on former
occasions through purchasing heavily upon tho strength of ‘belligrrent au-
guries, that war will have to bo declared .this timo bofore- cither legitimate
tradors or speculators will venture to take the chances of ap actual conflict.
Provisioxs.—A fair atnount of business has boen.done in lucal provis.
ions, thero being o good demand for pork, and some faii-sizad lots changed .
hands at steady prices. Greon hamsand flinks were little enguired for,and. .
tho movoment hass been. slight st unchanged figures. Tho demand ‘for lard
bas boen fair at quotations, The Liverpool provision markot has beon steady
exept for tallow, which was weaker and declined 3d. to.35s. 9d. Pork 68s.
93 ; Jard 39s, 9d., and bacon 38s. 6d. to 41s. 6d. There has beon more
sctivity in the Chicago provision markets, and fair tradiog was ‘dome, but
tho market was woaker, and pork- declined--10c. to 124¢, boing..quoted at
813.80 March,814 May,and $14 074 Juve Lard was fairly active,-but prices
dropped -2c-to 5c., standing st’last advices at $7.723c. March $7.85 May;
and ST 90-June.  Green hams were highor at- 91e. S i
Borrer ~ ‘The lucal butior trade has continued . fair, aud the dewand. is

sufficient 16 absosb all the ctoice goods that are offered, but medium and low:

grades are-not'in vequest. o S
CHEiesz —No practical chapge has accurrod in tho. choeso, situation,

‘which has remsit.d quict and:about as before. ~Laocally, businoss has boon.

vory quict, ond foroign advices' contain mothing now. Tho. quantity of -




