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sent deveioped, by the folilowing le tter of' Mr

DONALD iNAflrE;Zlu to the Daily Telcgrap)h,
Of 9ui April:

IlSiit -In one of' your leadIitg article& you
allude, in rather ficetious terins, to the
practibility o!' the formation of' the inland
sea proposed to be rade on the western
portion of' the S4ia.Tougb not actuaily
condemning thxe sciieme as the offipring o!'
an imaginîîtive mind, you clothe your re-
marks in such lancu igo as wouId ieud moat
of' your readers to be icýve that %ve are at'
ternpting an aliiiost imipossik)ility. If you
wiIl ailox, me to trespass upon your colu mns
for a brie!' srce I1 nul put sucli facts before
you as may elîp inluce you to think
more fayourably of' thp undertaking. In
the first pl tce. the w-txddy îvliich i% called in
our maps the River B2lta is ten miles wide.
and its bed is conisiderably belov Othe level
of the Atlantic. A cross the mouth o!'tibis
wad ýy there is a sand ridge about thirty
feet ilighi and [ive mnilezs broad. This we
kuow is a frict froîn a a;urvey by Captain
Riley. Insteaci ol' thç3 1 few years' spîde
work,' tlierefo'e. it wotuld be a couipara-
tively easy task to clear out a channel
thrnugh this intervening ridge. Secondly,
we do not intelî. te sea t) go Il washing
sway ail obstructions." &C., since a similar
entrance îvould he ni de as was doue in the
Suez Cani. Ilow this is to be done would
be premnture for ine to say nt tbe present
time. Our preliminary survey would de
termine this. Thirdly, the map constructed
by Mr. I F. Brian, iistead o!' being a 'pretty,
yet !allacîous, piece o!' chartography,' is
coustructed fromn the ighest ,utliotities,
and is the result o!' more than seven years*
inve.tigation. It s true that the heights
are net propnotinîte to the horizontal mea.
suremients, sinco that îvould be impossible
in a rolief molel ; but if you svoulcl consuit
our ,large model, you wouldl at once be con
vinced that theý boundît jies o!' the holleîv
are not s0 indefinite as you irnîigine. lu
place o!' the Saharan Desert being unbroken
froin the Niue to the Atlantic, thora is a
range o!' mountaitig, the Asbera, 5,000 feet
higil accord ing tw Dr. B rth-if he is any
authority-which rise from a table-land
stretching across from the Medterranean
Ses t0 Lulce (had. 'l'lie expedlition select-
ing the Gui!' o! Cahes as the starting point,
bit upon one extremity of thtis tahleland,so
of' course they failed. Listly. the hollow
o!' El Juil is total.y uninhs.-ibited ; caravans
neyer cross it, but lreel.> on the high landos
surrouriding it; cani, though the destruction
o!' the 1' saikes, jickalis, &'might be (de
sirable, even such varmin t' could not exist
in a sait pht, and, since th(-re are no trees,
the inhalbtants, even if there were any,
would have but . poor chance o!' buiLiing
Noah's arks. l'lîe expedition wilI mjake an
accurate suiîvey o!' thc iveli ielined toun-
dlaries o!' tAxs iî 11gA t~'es o ascertiîn
if any 'crack<s' exiit bt-fore the watmi, is
'Lurned oni,' so that Ur'. Stanley need liot.
keep in proximity to bis raf'ts in dread of
the impoending deluge,-l an, Sir, fitithfully
Yours."'

Scao!'o our reiadeis as rnay be students of'
or amateurs in the ' dismal gcienc&b*lwil

find food for co,,itation in the foilowing
letter addresisedi to the Edi tor o!' the Toronto

Ma4il:
IlSîa,-MIr. Chillens is reported to have

Said on bis; return to England, that # Ike
Unitid S't woiald have a population o!
15,000,000 ifty yeaî's lence.'

'.'Mr. Childer'i3 calculations ivere yery

TEE VOLUNTEE RMVEW.

easily made. Tne Âmericans have told bimi
that their population had doubled ev.ryi
twenty flive years. which waa correct pre-i
viou8ly to 1850. This decline comea in jusL
where those knowing alilthe circumstances
have long since prelcteà iL would. T he
causes of this MIr. C. bas not looked into.r
The population o!' tbe United States in 18501
was 23,256,000; in 1870, with an immigration
of five or isix millions, iL was ouly 38,538,000.
'This gives an~ increase o!' sixty-tive per cent.
in twenty years, and at the rate of' about
eighty twro per cent. in twenty Byve years.
The Civil Vv ar is referred to as the excep-1
tional cause o!' this declirse. Only to at
imiued extent can I admit this. First, tho

enormous ad'ditions of territory bave been
one element in her past increase-Louisiâèna
(embracing an immense territory), Florida,
'Texas, California, with vaut Mexican pro.
vinuces iu tervening, Maine, etc. The second
and chie!' cause ot the great increase cf thet
population bas been immigration. For the
ten years endiug ini 1S60 she received three
millions o!' immigrants. Deducling the in-
flux of' loreign population into the States
betwveen 1880 and 1870 even, the increase
by births vvas only eleven per cent. Should1
immigration fait, fifty years hence, at this
rate o!' increase, would find ber witb a popu-
lation o!' only about sixty millions.,1-er
natural increase, that by births, is very lowr,
not. more than bal!' that of Canada. And as
the new-comers have înuch the largeât fami-
lies, the natural increase, as immigration
declînes, would be much lest -the old Âme-
rican families having but few ohildren.
Nations living in siniilar climates in the old
warld do not double their populations in
even one hundred yeurs, and the Âmericans
are not. likely to do any better.

"lThe Republic, baving reacb.d the west
ern limita of' arable land, except portious on
the Pacific, cannot look, in the future, to
immigration as the chie!' source o!' her in-
crease in population. She now, too, bas a
heavy national debt, and taxation bas be-
corne oppressive. Nor is she likely to add
any more !'reign territory, and by Mbis
ineanasselI ber population. The probabi-
lities are more the other way, in the direc-
tion o!' disintegration. Canada, nt this
criticai epocb in the fortunes of the Repub-
lie, cornes in ai a rivai. We have, by ali
odds, the best part or the continent yet
remaining unoccupied. One hal o!' tbe lRe
public is a hopeleas desert. and the wave o!'
an incoming people must now turn from the
desert areas west of the Misaisstippi to the
north-wsstward into the vast and fertile
regiona o!' British America.

è, 1am not, like Mr. Childers, a prophet,
but have takeu some pains duriug ifty
years' residence on the American continent
to make w'yaxel acquainted witb the cliniates
anud resources o!' the lepublia and of Canada.
ý'ir8t, one-hlaf o!' the population o!' the
United Stateis is maile up of immigrants and
ubeir imînediate descendants. Secondly,
the inoney value o!' these Iminigrauts, (nit
including, o!' course, their descendants), as
estimateti by the Bureau of Statistics at
Washington. ($1.000 per bead). equalled, in
1880, onie bal!' Vie entire value of tbe pro-
perty o!' the Republil as given in their
census, sud the money borrowed abroad,
with the money brought by the immigrants,
is alto equal to one bal!' the value o!'the re;l
estate of the RepUblie glve-n in ber census
o!' that year. In other words, what she bus
got from Europe-chiefly from Etiglxn4,-
amounts in value, if estitflted in dollars,to
the whole money worth cf the United Stages
in 180-ber farins, bouses, railways, canal@,
shipu, docku, &c. And I take the entire

valuation fromn their own ensus and statis-
tics. '[ho people o!' the Un"ted States are
not so wealth proiucing as the Englisb or
Germans. The-y have lived, if not chiefly,
certainly to a gî'eater exteut than any other
nation, on whUt they hava borrowed. Bor-
rowing must some day end. and pay-day
must corne"I Yours,

April 293. 1875. J. 11.
The !'oliowing paragraph takon frein the

officiai, statisticu of the United States strongly
corroborates tîhe views, taken by J. IL.o!' the
political and flnanci.-l position o!' that counu
try, and shews conclusively the national
deveiopment may be ovordone :

"lTho aggregate debuts o!' ndl the railways
in the United States Rmounted on the lst cf
January, 1875, to $1,836,904,450, which la
about bal!' their cost. The payment o!' in-
terest nt 7 per cent. requires $128,583.311,
wbiie the net earuiugs o!' the rosils for 1'ï74
amoun ted to $183,810,562, ieaving only $53,.
227,251 for dividends after paying interest
on debt. Tho railways in thýe South psy no
div idends; those in the West pay a emal
percentage; the New England and Middle
-States do bettet,, but in generai the returns
on railroad stock are snîall. They are au
incalculable bene6ûto the community. but
in the vaut majority o!' cases very much tb.
reverse to the sharebolders. The saine
thing may ho said of' Canadian lines."

Tue tbree articles frora Broad À4 rrow, of
2tb MaLrch, in our issue to day entitled p
respectiveiy, I"Imperial Irovements," '"The
Russian Forces in Asia," and IRussian
Policy in Centrai A6ia," points te a speedy
developmnenL o!' tbat policy wbich pro-upted
the IlBrussels Confrence-and will render
ia matter o!' necessity en the part o!' Great

Britain to look welI to her armanients anîd
miitary organization.

THs ion. the Minister o!' Militia and De-
fence and Lady, have gone to Halifax for a
!'ew weeks The Hon. Gentleman since bis
advent te the Goveru ment bas been unre-
mitting in his attention t-) the duties or' bis
Department, and requires a littLb rest.

COI,PAl.ETDputy o!' the Minister o!' Militia
and Defence, bas gone to Quebeo, to make
proliiuinary arratigements for the paymentot
the pontions voted by Parliament. te those
entitied to receive themn in that Province,
who took part in the war o!' 1812 14.

CORRESPOYD ENC E.

v'ie E.lior <lues not liukl hinnelf respon3ibi. for
iiucliluat ezpre.s.ions of opinion in comnaun!-
cations addressed to the VOLUXSTEER RBVIBW.

HÂ.IFA.X, June Stb, 1875.
'o the E'dilor of!the VOLUNTEEP.RREVrsw.
DiEARSî,-I am giad io see in your valued

paper o!' Iltinst., the remirks made by
Scabbarti anerît Major ]Yafcdonsld'u appoint-
ment, to wlich he was justly entitlie au ré
reward !for bis faitbful services te the late
Adiministration LAt it be borne in mmid
that Mai.jo-r Macdonald is the sole Novu Sco.
lian ap)pointedt tb e Militi t Depîrirnent ini
this Diistrict, !romn the D. A. G down tothe
stoker and messengor o!' the Department,
and it is very likely that if any changle were
made the appo)intumnt would be given to
sorne foreigner or other person who bas no
stake in the country. Yours,


