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Sent develnpe:i_,“bymthe following letter of Mr
Doxarp Mackexziz to the Daily Telegraph,
of 9th April:

% Siz —In one of your leading articlea you
allude, 1n rather ficetious terms to the
practibility of the formation of the inlaud
sea proposed to be mude on the western
portion of the Sahara. Though not actually
condemning the scheme a3 the offspring of
an imaginitive mind, you clothe your re:
marks in such langu1ge as would lead monst
of your readers to beiicve that we are at
tempting an almost impossibility. If you
will allow me to trespass upon your columns
for a brief spaca I will pat such facts before
you as may perhips induce you to think
more fayourably of the undertaking. In
the first pl:ce. the waddy which is called in
our maps the River Belta is ten miles wide,
and its bed is considerably below the level
of the Atlantic. Across the mouth of this
wad ly there is a sand ridge about thirty
feet high and five miles broad. This we
know is n fact from a survey by Captain
Riley. Instead of thae ‘fow years' spade
work,’ therefore, it wounld be a compara-
tively easy task to clear out a channel
through this intervenming ridge.  Secondly,
we do not intend the sea t» go * washing
away all obstructions,” &ec., since a similar
entrance would be mide as was done in the
Suez Canal.  Hosw this is to be done would
be premnature for me to say at the present
time. OQur preliminary survey would de
termine this. Thirdly, the map constructed
by Mr. H. F. Brian, instead of being a ‘pretty,
yot fallacious, piece of chartography,’ is
constructed from the highest suthorities,
and is the result of more than seven years’
investigation. It is true that the heights
are not proportionate to the horizontal mea-
surements, since that would be impossible
in a reliet model; but if you would consult
our large model, you would at once be con
vinced that the Loundaries of the hollow
are not so indefinite as you imugine. Io
place of the Saharan Desert being unbroken
from the Nile to the Atlantic, there is a
range of mountains, the Asbera, 5,000 feet
high according to Dr. Barth—if he is any
authority—which rise from a tableland
stretching across from the Mediterranean
Sea to Lnke Chad. The expedition select-
ing the Gull of Cabes as the starting point,
hit upon one extremity of this tableland, so
of course they failed. Lastly. the hollow
of Bl Juftis totaily uninhabited ; caravans
never cross it, but keep on the high lands
surrounding 1t ; and, though the destruction
of the *snakes, jickalls, &c.” might be de
sirable, even such ‘varmint’ could not exist
in a salt pit, and, since there are no trees,
the inhabhitants, even if there were any,
would have but » poor chance of builling
Noah's arks. The expedition will make an
aceurate survey of the well defined boun-
daries of this huge depression to sscertain
if any ‘cracks' exist before the water is
‘turned on,” so that Mr. Stanley need not
keep in proximity to his rafts in dread of
the impending deluge,—I am, Sir, faithfully
Yours,”’
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Stou of our readers as may be students of
or amateurs in the ‘‘dismal science” will
find food for cogitation in the following
letter addressed to the Editor of the Toronto
Mail .

! Sir,—Mr. Childers is reported to have
8aid on his return to England, that *the
United Siates would have a population of
150,000,000 tifty years hence.’

‘’Mr. Childer’s calculations were very

casily made. The Americans have told him
that their population had doubled every
twenty- five years, which was correot pre-
viously to 1850. This decline comes in just
where those knowing all the circumstances
have long since predicted it would, The
causes of this Mr. C. has not looked into.
‘The population of the United States in 1850
was 23,256,000 ; in 1870, with an immigration
of five or six millions, it was only 38,538,000.
This gives an increase of sixty-tive per cent.
in twenty years, and at the rate of about
eighty two per cent. in twenty five years.
The Civil War is referred to as the excep-
tional cause of this decline. Only to a
limited extent can I admit this. First, the
enormous ad-itions of territory have been
one element in her past increase—Louisiuna
(embracing an immense territory), Florida,
‘lexas, California, with vast Mexican pro-
vinces intervening, Maine, etoc. "I'be second
and cbief cause of tha great increase of the
population hus been imwmigration. For the
ten years ending in 1360 she received three
millions of immigrants. Deducting the in-
flux of foreign populaiion into the States
between 1360 and 1870 even, the increase
by births was only eleven per cent. Should
immigration fail, tifty years hence, at this
rate of increase, would fiod her with a popu-
lation of only about sixty millions. Her
natural increase, that by births, is very low,
not more than half that of Canada. And ss
the new-comers have much the largest fami-
lies, the natural increase, as immigration
declines, wou!d be much less —the old Ame-
rican families having but few children.
Natious living in similar climates in the old
world do not double their populations in
even one hundred years, and the Americans
are not likely to do any better.

* The Republic, having reached the west
ern limits of arable land, except portious on
the Pacitic, cannot look, 1n the future, to
immigration as the chief source of her in-
crease in population. She now, too, has a
heavy national debt, and tazation has be-
come oppressive, Nor is she likely to add
any more foreign territory, and by this
means swell her population. The probabi-
lities are more the other way, in the direc-
tion of disintegration. Caneda, at this
critical epoch in the fortunes of the Repub-
lic, comes In as a rival. We have, by all
odds, the best part of the continent yet
remaining unoccupied. One half of the Re
public is a hopeless desert, and the wave of
an incoming people must now turn from the
desert areas west of the Mississippi to the
north-westward into the vast and fertile
regions of British America,

*1 am not, like Mr, Childers, a prophet,
but bhave takew some pains during fifty
years’ residence on the American continent
to make myself acquainted with the climates
and resources of the Republic and of Canada.
Kirst, one-half of the population of the
United States is made up of immigrants and
thelr immediate descendunts.  Secondly,
the money value of these imumigrauts, (not
wncluding, of course, their descendants), as
estimated by the Bureau of Swutistics at
Washingtoo, (81,000 per head), equalled, in
186V, oue half the entire value of the pro-
perty of the Republic as given in their
census, and the money borrowed abroad,
with the money brought by the immigrants,
is also equal to one half the value of the real
estate of the Republic given in her census
of that year. In other words, what she has
got from Europe—chiefly from Euglan
amounts in value, if estimated in dollars,to
the whole money worth of the United States
in 1860—her farms, houses, railways, cunals,
ships, docks, &. And I take the entire
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valuation from their own census and statis-
tics. The people of the United States are
not 80 wealth producing as the English or
Germans. They have lived, if not chiefly,
certainly to a greater extent than any other
nation, on what they hava borrowed. Bor-
rowing must some dasy end, and pay-day
must come "’ Yours,
April 23, 1875. J. H.

The following paragraph taken from the
official statistics of the United States strongly
corrobiorates the views taken by J. H. of the
political and financixl position of that coun-
try, and shews conclusively the national
development may be overdone :

* The aggregate debts of #1 the railways
in the United States amounted on the Ist of
January, 1875, to $1,836,904,450, which is
about half their cost, The payment of in-
terest at 7 per cent. réquires $128,583.311,
while the net earnings of the roads for 1374
amounted to $183,810,562, leaving only $53,-
227,251 for dividends after paying interest
on debt. The railways in the South pay no
dividends; those in the West pay a small
percentage ; the New England and Middle
States do better, but in general the returns
on railread stock are small. They are an
incalculable benefit to the community, but
in the vast majority of cases very much the
reverse to the sharcholders. The same
thing may be said of Canadian lines."

Tue three articles from Broad Arrow, of
20th March, in our issue to day entitled,
respectively, * Imperial Movements,” “The
Russian Forces in Asia,’”” and ‘* Russian
Policy in Central Asia,’” points to a speedy
development of that policy which prompted
the * Brussels Conference’’—and will render
it a matter of necessity on the part of Great
Britain to look well to her armaments and
military organization.

Tae Hon. the Minister of Militia and De-
fence and Lady, have gone to Halifax for &
few weeks The Hon. Gentleman since hig
advent to the Government has been uure-
witting in his attention t» the duties of his
Department, and requires a little rest.

A

Col,Pa¥ET.Deputy of the Minister of Militia
and Defence, has gone to Quebeo, to make
prelirainary arraugements for the payment of
the pousious voted by Parliament, to those
entitled 1o receive them in that Province,
who took part in the war of 181214,

CORRESPONDENCE.

The Elitor does not hold himself responsible for
tndividuat expressions of opinion in communte
cations addressed to the VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

Havirax, June 5th, 1875.

To the Edilor of the VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

DgaR Sir,—Iam glad 10see in your valued
paper of Ist inst., the remarks made by
Scabbard anent Major Macdonald’s appoint:
ment, to which he was justly entitled as a
reward for his faithful services to the late
Administration  Let it be borne in mind
that Major Macdonald is the sole Novg Seo:
tian appointed to the Militix Dapartment in
this District, from the D. A. G down to the
stoker and messengar of the Department,
and it is very likely that if any change were
made the appointment would be given to
some f.Orelgner or other person who has no
stake in the country. Yours,

Cease Firivg,



