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ADYVANCED PARTIES—ORDERS OF MARCIL

Scors should travel several miles ahead
of their commands, and in some cases a full
day’'s march, But inside of their lino of
march asecond specices of guard is necessary
styled advanced partics, in front of the ad-
vanced guard proper. The essentials of a
good advance are celerity of transmitting
intelligonce and tho covering of as long a
stretch of ground qhead as may be, As in
the case of scouts, 20 with tho advance. Its
dutics ave speeind and regufre special train-
ingto insure perfection. It is thus better
onevery account to have a permanent de-

tail for the duty, taken cqually from the
regiments of a bngade, instead of the con.
stant rotation now practised.

But brigades should tako their turns at

is coming. A loud yell caught up by the
vedettes will very often intimidate and de-
ceive the enemy, even if in some force, The
object of an advance is to find out the cne-
my and keep him from finding out anything
about your own force; and therefore men
of Loldness, dash, and plenty of brass ave
the best for the penmanent advance. The
same spirits that are turbulent and trouble
some in & columu are the very ones to be
uscful in an advance.

The road being protected Ly the extreme,
advance, side roads must Le supplied with
their guards from the chain of vedettes,
At every side road encountered a man
should leave the cliam, tho fivst vedette tak,
ing a trot and riding out fur a quaiter of a
mile, or neaver if a suflicicat view i com
manded {rom such point to prevent sur
prise. Thonext mawn in the chain movesl

be made in skirmish lino with supports, in
the regular style.

In countries infested with guerillog or
bushwhackers flankers will have to be used,
as the aunoyance caused by such mento a
column is often serious. In such a country
a chain of vedettes, at right angles to tho
lino of march, alout two hundred feet apart,
to tho distance of n mile on either flank,
will scour tho country pretty effectually. In
woody country these flankers must be much
nearer, and at such times a competent stafl

! officer” should take clarge of each flaulk,

with tiwo or threco orderlies to attend him.

In the case of men detailed for flanking
duty, permission should be given them to
deposit theie grain-sacks and food wallets
with thoe caissons of tho brigade battery as
thoy go to the front. ‘The work isso severe
on the horses that they should bo favored

up, and the gap is filled by cach successive: | in every possible manner, and the men exe-
1y, a man from the main advance supplying, cutc the duty infinitely better on horses not

the duty by all means. They ave frequent.
ly detached from the corps, and should al-
ways be able to act offensively, indepex\dcnt’
of tho rest of tho corps. Every regiment
should haye its share in the formation of
thendyance, and its operations should re-
semblo thoso of a moving picket guard, only
far more <weeping and extended in reach,
'The advance of corps need not be more
numerous than that of a brigade. Its es
sentials are the samo. In front of cvery-
thing an officer, or brevet on probation, with
asergeant and two men, ail carrying their
firearms for instant use, A chain of videties
a hundred yards apart for a mile back, mak-
ing cightcen men. ‘Cho main body of the
advance then follows, about thirty strong,
with a second chain of vedettes for a second
mile, to the advance guard proper, com-
lt):aed of the leading brigade withits bat-
Ty,
By passing back signals the approach of
Do enemy can bo trausmitted along this
line for 110 miles -in less than two minutes.
giving theman body timeto prepare. ‘

When anything suspicious appears, the

one moroe vedette. Whea the wholo of  the fagged out with heavy Yoads. When once a

advanco has passed, this wan is rchieved
from the advanced guard proper and then
takes the post of the list vedette in the
{rajn.

Under this system, fist intioduced Ly
General Morgmn, C.5.A., a great deal ofy
country is covered with very littie Libor, two,
miles ahead of the advanced guwd. [fhe,
emplcyment of flankers and skimishers,
unless the enemy is kuown to bo uear,
hardly pays for the consumption of hoise-
flesh occastoned by constant ridimg 0\'01‘&
Lroken ground.

Forces likely to be dangerous to a cavarly
corps must move on roads, and 1f two miles
of road are occupied by a cham of vigilant
vedettes, whose wholo business 15 to look
sharp, an enemy will find it impossible to
approach very near the column without
being scen.  Under the chamn system the
loast amount of galloping has to bo done by
cach member of the advance. A huadred
yards by each vedetto at cvery cross-road
completes the amount. 'Tho scouts, who
rido in light saddles, aro better able to act
as flankers.

When the enemy makes his appearance
in force not to bo denied, thoe advance musg
halt and form up in skirmish line to detain;
him as long as possible. In such case the
whole of tho main advance, vedettes and!
all, must gallop to the front and spread out.

Lattle begins, and the general line is fdrm-
ed, nosuch favor cap be shown, from tho
number of combatants involved; but in
flanking duty, which often lasts a whole
day, and does not occupy more than fifty
men at the most liberal computation, the
relief can bo afforded with much advantage.

Under the system of advanced parties
proposed, the rest of a cavalry column can
move on independently, and without any
formal advanced guard. The only precau-
tion necessary will be that the first regiment
of cach Lrigade should be followed by tho
brigade battery. If the ground is firm as
in summer time the guns and train should
march in the road by scetions, while inacol.
uma of fours of the regiment moves along
the field on each side. '‘This plan, when
practised, reduces the length of a cslumn
of fourteen thousand cavalry with all their
baggage to about five mifer llowing every
horso a space of five yards in column. This
length even will appall a civilian$ but to
those who have scen the column of a-gingle
brigade stretch for over a mila] wibht ‘its
pack train, the reduction will bodpparent.
In ordinary column of fours, a brigade with
a battery and a pack teain, will oceupy a
length of twenty-iwo hundred yards; and a
corps of nino such brigades, with ammuni-
tion and headquarter traind, over thirteen
miles. If tho fields aro not: soft ag to bo
trodden into mudholes, the msrth bf & cav-

officer in_front should examino it with his | into the fields to checls the cnemy, yelling ! alry column on a raid shoukl'alwAys bé ar-
glass. Ifit is only somo scont of tho encmy | like devils, to mako him believa thent three | ranged in this manner. A genersl'hus his
he cught {o be able with his threo men to! times as numerous. This is the only time, forces well in hand, every pirt of the ool
shoot or capture him. If a smali party of i when rapid firing is advisable, as a great| umn is instantly defensible, the men -dis-
the enemy is suddenly met, n bold front, show with slender materials has io bemade. { mounting in fours if attacked suddonly, and
and vigorous chargo will often imposo on‘ Insido of twenty minutes relief is suro to tho guns and train being quito safe behind
them and mako ther believo & heavy force! come, and then the forward movement musti a curtain of troops, But in winter cam-



