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Wrestling With Jacob.

Senvox Prevenen RecrNrny 1N KNox Cit nen, St T,
ny e Paston, Reve Jo A Mubosarn,

Text, Gen. vxxii., 22 - Jacob was left alone, and there wres
tled a man with him antil the braaking of the day.”  Fow Old Tosta-
meut ntovies are wote penetrating, mwore xpiritually shggestise, mote
instruetive to modern readers, than the choguered story of the life of
Jacob, Tl setting is olil-world and Jewish, but the heatt aved mean-
ing answer to no local interest or autiguatad experience,  With a
truth wide ax launan nature, speaking of a stiuggle a<real, ax earnest,
as decisive 1o.day as was Jacol'’s wrestling on the banks of the Jabbok,
this picture rellecty the face of many a mucteenth century Christiau,
and appeals to an experience that is * {onrs. mine, every man’s,”

lnjucoh's history the fncident at Peniel, when * there weestlad
a man with him until the breaking of day,” matks the crisis.  Into
that incident all the good and bad in Jacob’s charvacter iy crowdal,
At daybicak ho will cmerge Jacoh atill, the crafty, self-rehant sup
planter, or Ixrael, the Prince with God, the iuhetitovof Camnan. The
significance of the story is the sawe whathier we regand it av entirely
histosical or au partly fignrative and wythical,

L=Javow's Exreriescr,

Tho leading facts of Jacob'’s previous life must be recalled of wo
would rightly interpret thi- midunight experience,  We st remem-
ber the story of the birthri. it and tho stolen blessing, anid how that
Jacob had to fleo to escape the vengeful wiath of the supplanted Esan,
For twenty years.lacob was in Haran, lere
the biter was bitten amd tho man who over-

thigh, self-centidence is shtunken and the Jacab.nature overcome.  He
falle, bnt falling he clings to his Congueror. SAfhfe dics and the
stout-hemtal wrestler beeonies the pleadieg supphant, with strength
only to clivg and toery 1 will net 'Iol the e goyexcept thow bloxs me,™
e went down the supplanta, but lie rose a prince with God.,

Ho—Lissons provt Juon's Expigser.

1. This ix a wrestling not of wan with Goed, but of Ged with nan,
The ubsoen is e agtescor,  Man ix on the defensive.  ** There
wivstled a man with h o Tlos gives uva elue to the eamng o the
incident. 1t <hows how niustaken the view is which makes this seeno
diseriptive of prayer. Yet bow aliest utaversal is that view, I
commentary and <erron abd hymn we are exhorted to wiestle with
God i pray et hike Jdaceb at Penidh But Jauol was in adar other
waod. Hedid uot temain belurad to pray. Sa far from praying, he
wav all the white opposing God with the ntinest energy of bis obdtinate
natute.  Besides the controvarsy was not his, but God®s,  God had an
acvount tosquage, and He came out of the othetnhere and as awan
wiestled wath Jacob until the breaking of the day.

O, has that * Man ™ found you, lail hix arresting hand on yon anid
weasured strength with you ' Have yon never been reminded of &
guilty past you wonld gladly furget ¢ When you, unchsuged and un.
1cpentant, iy to regain the peace aml powcr lost becanse of your sin,
ard are just on the vage of sweess, He who pleads the widow's
cattse and heats the weakling's ery, lays the heavy hand of retribution
on ]ynm stubban shoulder,  Your victim way bo silenved by bribery
ordeath, but your sin struck sgainst the throne ot Love and Righteous
ness, ard yon st make your peace with an offinded God before yon
can inlient the premised blessing,  You must learn what that means,
“Against thee, thee only, have Dsinned,”  God grips yon in the
fingers of vvents and hiolds yon in the eluteh of cor tending eircuin.
stances. You may think it luck or chance or fate, but when the day
breaks you will know that it was Ged,

2. Giod sometimes interfires belween us
and a coveted promised blessing, It was s0
with Jacoh. e was held back not becauro

teached Esau was himself outwittad and
made 1o serve twice soven years to satisfly the
greed of the grasping Laban.  But in tho end
Jacob'’s cunning was more than a mateh for
Laban's greed.  The man who came an exilo
with nothing but a staff, at last goes out at
the head of a caravan moving southwanl to
Canaan.

It is all-important to remember that,
although ho had obtained the birthiight and
the bleasing, although he had been at Bethel,
heard tho-call of God in Haran and scen tho
lhosts of God at Mahanaim, yet facob was the
same self-relirut, resourcefud, cunning, far.
secing supplanter as when ho  hoodwinked
Esan aud lied to Isaae. Ile ackuowledyed
God, to be sure, hut ho depended far niore on
his own skill.  Fven in iy prayers he wauie
fests the same calenlating spirit as though
sticeess deponded not only on hix clever wan.
aging of Ksau, Rebeeea, Isaae, Laban, and
all the wen aud civenmstances coming into
his life, but also en his shuflling with God
and suatehing by lucky chiance tho blessing
from the divine hand,

Jut that night at the Jabbok was one of
unusual suspense and auxicty. The menac.
ing figure ot his wronged and wrathful brother
leading four hundred armed men 1ises beforo
him and Jacob is at a staudstill.  But his
cunning docs not forsake him,  He counts ont
and arranges a sevies of gifts with which he bopes to make peace with
the fickle Isan,  Then ho sends over the stream his entire possessions
and ho himself remained behind, alone.

¢ Jacob was leftalono,” bLut not depressed orafraid. Ho had tho
high spirits of one in whom hol}o was big, and the confidence of one to
whom failure was unknown. That night lo watched the struggling
Jabbok at his feot beating its conrso against impeding obstacles. It
scemed to speak to him of himself and hiow he must ** Lreast the blows
of circvmstanze.”  Then hie thought of Esau'sanger and how he might
be eluded or overcome ov bribed. ¢ Esan can be managed,” he said to
himself. ¢ 1t was done before, it can be done again.”  And so, stvong
in his own self-strength, confildent of success, and relying upon his own
ingenuity and skill, with lips compressed and head crect, Jacob
stepped firmly down the bank to cross the ford and take his chances
against Esau,  Ilelistens to the murmur of the water and measures
the distanco in thodark., He gathers himself up for a splendid leap.
Then 4 hand is Jaid on his s\lonﬁ‘dcr and he is caught in the grip of an
unscen wrestler whose sinewy strength is plainly a match for his own.
His blond is up and his testh ave set.  Instinctively he grapples aud
clotes with his man, opposing muscle to muscle, strcnstln to strength,
skill to skill. ** There woestled a man with him." They wrestle in
the darkness and Jacob holds his own. But he prevailed not. Ho
uses all his arts.  1le tries all his tricks,  But all in vain. The with.
crs of the stranger arc unwrung. The tightening grip and steady
breathing ol his unseen combatant told Jacob that he was in the hands
of ono against whom craflt, cunning, and naturc.strength combinen
vain.

When theo first streaks of dawn bLegan to gild the highest poaks of
Gilead, Jacob looked up to see his man. Tho face at his shoulder
takes shape. Then the man touched tho bulging sinew of Jacob's thigh
and the corded musclo was shrivelled in a monient.  As Jacob falls, a
helpless thing, ho recognized the Mighty Oue agaiust whom he has
been all his lifo long obstivately st'riving. Like hisnervoless, thewless

REev. J. A,

the promise had failed or the purpose changed,
but  beeawse as Jaroh he could uot reccive
Canaan as a gift, nor could God Liestow t,
Istacl would otherwise have held the land not
by divine right and covenant, but by human
artilice, policy and power.  So is it with us.
Our covetedl Canaan may be carthly pleasure
or advantage, wocial or intellectual attain-
went, spirituai good or opportunity for sor-
vice. In the purpose of God it is ours, but wo
cannot enter on its possession until wo recog.
nize the hamd that gants permission. It
must be a g@ift or it will be a curse.  Our self.
lito a wl pride of heart must be weakened.

3. It yon are of the clection of God the
restraining hand will not bo lifted until you
yield in penitence and prayet. If you con.
tinne olstinnre, learn this from Jacob that
Jod will lay his haud on your stoutest sinew
and touch to weaknes the kuotted muscle of
your self-strength. It wmay be case, or plea-
sure, or love, or busiuess, or fame, or public
service, it matters not.  Before the wotning
of achicvement Jawns God maust touch that
sinew. [t may not scetn joyous but grievous,
but Love must chastise when gentler per-
suacious are unbiceded.  Remember it is Love.
Nothivg c¢lse can touch Self with such
shtivelling power.  Only boneath that angel.
haud will its sinew shiink.

MacroNarn,

Love took up the harp of Life,
Smote on all the chords with might,
Smote the chord of Self which trembling
Passed in music ont of sight.

f. Note the mark of this experience.  Jacob went halting upon
his thigh. e lacked the old-tune firmness, case and grace of move
ment.  Ah, is not that true to life ! How many a man ).as been worst.
ed in his wrostling with God, and in sadder face or futrowed brow or
whitening hair or soltened speech, bears to his grave the marks of the
heavy stroke by which his heart was bioken and his pride humnbled.
To the shallow erowd 1eligion has eramped avd narrowed his life.  To
tho eyc of seuse he walks with a halt.  But that limp is the mark of
tho touch of Gol—tho tourh that worsted the Jacob-nature and gave
new life and power to the princely Isracl. Theso are tho lame
who take tho prey, the halt who win the race. Qut of that
experience men have come purified and powerful. In that
daikness men catch & glimpse of God that trausfixes and
transforms the Soul. In  that silence the Nawme is beawn,
the new unutterable name of Love. There we get thoe vision of God
at the breaking of the day. O, this is our life—one long passionsto
wrestle against the royal Love of God until at day.bieak we see the
face and yield to the touch of Love,

Contented now upon my thigh

1 balt till life's short journey end 3
All helplessness, all weaknoss, 1

On ‘Thee alone for strength depend ;
Nor kave I power fiom Thee to move,
Thy nature and Thy name is Tove.

{For brief sketeh of Mr. Macdonald’s career, sco page §2.



