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diminishod were Toronto the choice of the
Coliege constituency.

0f' this we inay ail rest, assured, that the
burest way to confidence is freely and openly
to meet ail issues raised; the account givon
hýy the Board of its trust shows how little
thcy have to Lear any onquiry as to the mnan-
agoement of the funds; and a full exchiange of
views as to the presont position of the Coliege
and its future inay show in like inanner al
dissatisfaction to be groundless.

As to students leaving, th cy leave ail col-
loges, if our' proportion is greater it becomoes
us to ask the reason why. It may bo that
the exprossed dissatisfaction las mnuch to do
in ereating this cvii, and that the churerhes
have it in thieir power, hy increased intcrest
and zeal, to remedy the ills and send ail on
their way rejoicing. At any rate ]et there bc
110 imputation of motives; nothing done, how-
evor wvell advised, in a corner; no ste&aling- a
mnarch upon any section, but the frank con-
ference and( confidence of those wvho realizo
the uniity expressed in our inotto, " One our
Master, oven He, and we, brethren."

[The above wvas in type before the lottor
froin our Chairînan, Mr. Hague, camie to hand.
llad tho letter bcon before us wvo should have
writton a fcev sentences differently, but the
maain issues are the samie, and we leave our
note as il stands.]

PRACTICAL (7<)UNKELS.

P>ERMANE~NT CIHURCUt LIFF, AND WOîtK.

It is not, necossary to pass any criticismn
upon the work of Mlessrs. Moody and Sankey,
or upon the Salvation Arzny, in our consider-
ation now of one very vital matter, viz., the
importance above ail tbings of attonding to
those ministrations which are essential to thc
peOrmanenlt work of Christian service. Heroin
we have the secret of ail real and succe.'ssful
labour, and amid present-day controversies
we ought to keep before our minds the noces-
P.ity and value of aIl arrangem-ents which have
to, do with the vital efficieney and the lasting
power of Christian institutions. What we
have a right to ask is this, that those -,vhio are
i;o readily and enthusiasticaily enlisted in
evangelistie movements, which have in themn
the pleasant, excitements of noveity, should
ahow themseives equally ardent in the diffi-

cuit and constant churchi work of aggrossion
upon evii, and conservation of religious force
and feeling.

To speak personally: whcn, for instance, 1
-vas in tho norîli, 1 found some ardent souls
taking up wvit1î intense enthusiasmi special
prayer meetings xvho neyer, or at least very
exceptionally, attended the weekiy prayer
meetings of their own church; and they were
apt to look somoevhat coldly upon those, who
fearcd that sonie of these special and extra
engagements on othor evenings mighit imperil
the Lealth and earnestness of the ordinary
gatherings of thoeir own churches.

There can Le no manner of doubt that if
enthusiasm wore quickened in the direction
of strongthening and improving the ordinary
agoncies-philantrophie, social, and spiritual
- of oui' own churclies, a very powerful and
pernianent uplifting(, of the gyreat free church
lufe of our social com-munities would be the
resuit.

To niaintain lifo iii centres whiero il has
long existed, aiîd to set in ordeî' new work
for Chr'ist where thore is a probability of its
permanent pow'er and progtross, is a noble
purpose; and if it is not s0 full of excitement
as the evangelistie work, whichi is sporadie
and uncentered, it is certaiîîly more likely to
add volume to the broad river of Christian
influence in our midst.

M uch sympathy should be shewn. t pastors
who have to maintain reiigious agencies in
activity and efficieney year by year; for doý
wve not sc those pasitors whlo very ardently
undertake speciai mlissions, sometimes setting
themsel ves froc fm'on permanent pastorates,
because thcy find themselves unable to give
thougit, and time, enough to w'ork which re-
quires constant study and toil ? Chiurch work
is carried on too often amid the distressing
and disheartening influences of nd iif1berce
fromi those whose rejoiciag in thie visitation
of special ministries is in inverse propor'tion,
~and in sad contrast, to die siender strength
they contribute towards the permanent effici-
ency of church lîfe.

What, we ail need to remember in these
days is this, that there nover wvas an age in
whichi the preachor had to work amid con-
ditions which demand intellectual and spiri-
tual efficiency of a high om'der, not only te,
keep abreast with their age, but to make full
pvoof of their nii-isy. The, pastoral changes,


