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any of the ten tribes of Tsracl, but
history i this case is quite set astde.
—The names of men, women, and
places in our land are not Hebrew
or Shemtice it all, but e tiaceable
to another  class  of  languages
altogether;  yet  this. wetghs no-
thing.  The occupation of  our
island by certam  tribes,  whowm
we now call the aboriginal Caledo-
nians or Britons, long before the ten
tribeswere carvied captivento vsyria,
and who therefore could not be Is-
rachtes, is pissed by, The grand
story of the lsracliish cmigration
from Awsytia ainto Great Botan,-
whether by sca or land we are not
told-—-a century or two hefore Casar
landed, oc got up for the seaston,
without lastory or tradition or local
monuments to confirm it.  There 1s
no evidence i the Rible or m history
or in tradiion for any sach laracl-
itish emigration.”

What can we sav to men who se-
I’iOll\l)' -if indeed lh(‘y \pl:‘lk STy
ously - thus commenton Peutasximn,
17: “Hisz e Joseph's,glory is hike the
firstlinr of abullock - The ox bemny
oftentines apphed to lsracl, may
fairly be said to emblenmize the world-
famed power of John Bull ! hideed
it i~ hard to conceive of a theory
more thorouzhly supported by con-
jecture coupled with forced render-
ing<, and lesssupported by evidence,
historieal or traditional. — The Book
of the Generations: -Gen, x.—~follow-
ing on Noah'spropheey,ix. 23-27, still
stands the most trustworthy guide as
to the dispersion of the hunan fumiy,
and inats hgrhthistory tracesour peds-
gree to Japhet, Tsracel certainly comes
from Shem  All modern discoveries
confirm this, whether of comparative
philology, or of monuments \ssyran
or Fayptian. Such hinguistic affimtics
as Dan Sobairse or Dan's resting
place, we shall illustrate by a fact
which comes from a near cditor's
sanctum:  Qur friend had written
an article for a leadmy journal some
time since on this very  question,
then beine mooted e tned his
hand at inventing some further lin-
guistic follics as a Kkind of et off to
those found i the sdentifications
Aumong others he gave, without copy-
right, the following ——=Saxon, pro-
nounced  sacson, or Isaad's son, the
I being dropped and an a chded.”
Judyze of his dismay when in a pam-
phlet,which afterwards came to hand,
he found that which he had given as
an absurdity actually given as a
philological discovery! Perhaps the
followinys identity may prove m hke
manner efficacious: “Itiswell known
that the Israchte eschewed pork,there
arc certain  Aberdonians who are
said to evince a like aversion, and
still further to manifest that well-
known Israchitish  propensity  for
holding fast the bawbees.”” ().12.D.

The theory itself is. as presented,
scarccely worth refuting.in fact.isats
own best iefotation s only we must
protest against mahi at any part
of the gospcl.  Would the know-
ledge that we were, ewen, the child-
ren of Ephrain or Manasseh, make
us more holy ind charitable than
the knowledge we may possess that
we are heirs of God anld joint-heirs
with Christ 2 Is it wise. 1o tins
age of scepticism. to read the Bible
with, at best, fuaciful interpreta-

pointed places where and as weare,
for theteto are we called.
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7HE VEAR BOORS

The Fnglicte Vear Book we have Laled
to receive, so that we are compelled
take a2 notwcewsf it second hand from one
of our contemporares  Should we find,
whenat s before us, that there are amy
ather matters worth noting, we will retarn
to the subiject

From the Ceugregational  Year  Hook
we lean that the total number of
churches, branch churches, and preach-
mg statons of the ndependent order in
Eogland and Wales a8 4188, and that
the total number of pastors, lav pastors,
and cvangebsts s 2523 In England
only, there are 00 nuntsters who are e
turned in the Year Book as resident
without pastorat charge. But on this
point the cditor wisely adds a note ot
eyplanaton and intormation, which may
probably prevent o repetition of certain
loose and hasty mterences which have
sometiies heen drawn from the bare
fat.  Of these 300 puusters, 220 are
thus acvountad tor 130 have renred
from active work because of age o 20 are
secretaries of societies g are Lud aside
at least temporardy by senous dlness
are in busiess

IS .

wmtorms - us that there are 105 vhose
ministry heean at least thirty vears ago
and who may he presumed, therefore,
to have rendered 2 full share of minis.
tenal service, and to have retired because
of advanced age. Thus there are left at
most 153 nunisters who are without pas-
toral charges, but desirous of obtaining
them  Phas is just about the number of
vacant charches,  ‘There have been 153
mmsteritl removals  during the year
130 new scttlements, 87 resignations ;
and 535 ordimanons.  In Congregational
colleges  and mstiiutes, - England,
Wales, and  Scotland, there are 463
students  During the vear, 18 ministers
have left Congregatonabism for other
denominations  (by the way, we only
count 17 i the hst given, but the editor
sives 18 an his summary) and of these,
seven have gone into the EFstablished
Church, tour to the Presbyterians, and
one cach to the Umitarians, Sweden-
borgians, and Baptists.  This loss has
been enactly made good by the re-
ception of 18 mmisters from other de-
nomnations, of whoimn no less than 14
come from various branches of the
AMethodist body.

The [rish Year Book we are in recapt
of through the courtesy of the Rew.
Robt. Sewell, of Londonderry, the editor.
The Churches of Ireland from a vanety
of causes, some of which can easily be
conceived are very far from being the
power in the Countv which they are in
England and Wales, numericaliv they
are  weak, we tind  only
Churches and of these twelve are with-
out pastors, more than one thaird  of the
whole.  There were 107 preaching

At the List Umor Mcecung  there
were exactly the same number of minis-
ters present as there are churches with
pastors, whether they were all the same
ministers docs not appear, and thirty-
seven laymen.  We tear that one practice
they have at their meetings would not
meet the approval of  some
friends  ultra independents it any
member of the union  ministerial, we
suppose-- 15 found to be wanting in
orthodoxy, heis deprived of membership,

A perusal of the Year Beok, with the
papers read at the Union Meeting will

convice any onec that our brethren in

are engaged as

my to he acconat dotorgthe Yoar ok

stations and 230 Sunday Schealteachers,

of our’

they alo have thar ditficulties and
struggles, and cannot do all that they
would ke to do tor others In freland
the  unsettled state of atfairs,  the
chronie aphcasall the fluence ot the
pricsthood and the constant stream ot
cogration to this Continent mahes the
work of Protestant Churhescand of ours
espeaially, diticult and  disappointing.
We can only trust that there may come
A change, and that out of the presont dis
arder and chaos, bighy order and re
hagous vuth may anse, and that our
churches may bocome centres of power
for truth and Gaod.

7h Votorian Yoar ook, cdited Tn the
Ry Richard Connbee, Victone, which
1t will be known s onc of the separate
provinces of Aunstralia, as Ontano before
Contederation, has . papulation ot 888,
500, or hud 1859 juobably, accord
iy to s annal e of ancrease, dhout
900,000 now. .nl 21 churches of our
arder*, about hali ot which are o the
aty or Melboame or s sububs | of
these seven are vacdnt, sy are \llll'lllk'(l.
and two sre acported as unoccupred.”?

Agent, and one  supphed The hist ot
14 without <harae The chiarches have

an agerete accanun zdation tor 16,721

» i y hearers, and 8,600 4~ gnven as the num
. P ~ . S .
cditors, 20 s proafesors, Ma 1S 4 her ysually attendmg the prnopal Sun
schoolmasters. O s the 238 reman

davserviee  Fhe totad number of Con-
v zregational miaisias mail the Austrdian
Colonies 15 186 In Sunday School
Victoria has 29 schools, gz21 teachiers,
and 3,848 scholars, 164 of whom are
church members. These nems  are
sufficient to show that our brethren at
the Antipodes are doing a good work.
and although, as heretha denomination i~
relatively small, we hnow thatat is exer

cising a powertul mtluence, politically
and rehigionsly. ‘The  Year fook con
tains a report of the Unton meetings, in

cluding a rerdaton veport of the address
of the Chairman, Rev. Thos. James, on
“ Materualistie Scepticism,” 1t appears
to have been a powertful paper, and we
shall endeavor, if possible, to give a few
entracts trom it i some futdre number.
The College Report s andluded, but u
will scarcely be credited that the number
of students is not given, nor can we find
out from any other part of the bhook.
There is a good deal of nteresting in-
formation in the Year Book, but, with
all respect to the editor, we ke the full,
complete, methodical arrangement  of
our own Year Boak better.
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MANITOR A MISS/0O.V.

The following sums received to date,
and are herehy acknowledged with thanks
of the Treasurer for subscniptions towards
the above nussion s

thirty one |

1. Porteous, Esq.,Montreal ..$16 oo
Calvary Church - 7 40
Foend, per Rev. A Daff 30
23 90
, .
COWINNIPFG CHURCE 050 TdNG G N
: \. Savage, Fag Montreal $5 oo
HL Birks, o - ~10 006
l P13 00
| [he Commuttee has this year undet-

taken a greater responsthibty i connee-
tion with the Mantoba Mission,  More
funds will be necdtul than are at present
;at their disposal.  The treasurer will be
glad 1 receive contributions from the
churches and indnviduals to ¢nable the
commniittee to carry on the work ethcient-
ly in so large and promising a field.

Address, H. S\wiers,
‘I'reasurer,
120 St James St
Feb. 16, 1831, AMontreal.

AR W 4 ROPEOFSAND Y
Lo the I ditor of the Canadran Independent.

D ar Sk, Wall you  allow
word as to our independency 1 hind a
great many persons comtort themselves
m hang connected with a graat denomi-
nation, especially those tached o na
tonal <hurches, and what »~ commonly
called  connaovonal  denommations,  or
sacteties. AL sorts of specalations are
mdulged m as w why the Congregation-
alists do- not multiply faster in Canada,
Tt is, they sy, due to our beng A\ rope
of sand,” or toan * enaggerated ln(l('pcn
deney,” Koo X As 1o the st let me
say, b have nover fult mvselt any part of
the “rope of sand.” although 1T have
never beenanythiyg bat an Independent.
When [ first lefi coliege Tdud not go to
the Congregational Union fora tew vears,
and since 1 joined the Unton 1 volun-
warnly resigned my conngction with it
when T thought the intereats of truth and
righteousness could be he best served by
wy domg so. Fora fiw vears 1 dd na

another

Phere aqe sty Home Mission Districts, | feel ke a bt of sand, our ot the Union,
tive of whivh are i charge of a statod j any more than 1 1t

I have always felt
myselt and my church o be a disunat

mumsters gives 31 pastoral chargeoand hink in a colden chan, wiated on one

stde to Jesus, it on the other to the
great body of belbever who ine eand

setve Hhm, 1 have never boen out of
followship with bclicvers, Bascopahians,
Presbyterians, Mothodists,  Baptists,  a

goodly company of whom I have always
found, and with whom 1 have always
taken sweet counsel, and n nearly torty
vears since ! began o know Christ and
preach Him, have had no rupture with
any of them. T have never compronnsed
my principles, nor felt that by them 1 was
svaered from the hody of Chnst, or the
Mighty Head. "The tcllowship of Chns
tians shouhl be the umty of the spane, the
hond of affecction, which should be above
and betore all umon of mere name, tonn,
or connestonal organization. .\ Church
unmted to Chost cannot. be a “rope of
sind,” or part of such a rope One
common spirit binds allwho love Hiun o
one another with a stronger te than that
ofany wmerely human orcananon,. The
*rope of sand” figure should nover trou-
ble a Chuich united 1o the Head,
though they may differ on non essentials
from uthers, that does not break the woaty
of the Spint. Nothing can sever 4
church from the bady  of true believers
that does not separate them trom Christ,

AN to “ongggerated independency,”
we have had very hittle of this in Canada.
A few cases of unwise scttlement of min-
isters have of Lite occurred ; these mis-
takes nmught have been prevented had the
churches counselled with others. Such
cases have beenexceptional inthe history of
Congregationabsm in Canada.  Had we
time we could name 2 number of unwise
scttlements i connexional bodies, where
the people hadvery hittle ornothing to say
of the matter.  We certainly cannot ad-
mut that an ““ exaggerated independency”
has made us few in Canada. What
has then? Allow me to say, many
things have combined to do it. We
have not been largely helped by emigra-
tion.  Our polity has nos been “most in
accord with the spiit of the people”
Canada is composed of a people for the
most part who have not very strong de-
sire to depant from therr ancestorial re-
liglon. It imvolves less trouble o let re
higrous matters be managed by ccdesias
tics ; self-government m religion s what
very fewcare forin ( anada, ahhongh some
mn all the churches are anakening up
to . Then, our (xcessine iherality, and
the strong desire on the part ot many of
our ministers to brng our <hurdches into
conformity with other religious bo. ies,

have made our distinctic ¢ pronciples of no
account.  If we have nothing distinctive,



