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not aware thiat Ilthe plea of poverty," in Mr. Poorc's sonse of the word, bas
beon over put in. We bave fcw either very poor, or vcry rioh, iii our
cburches in Canada. Thoy are numoricafly sînail, and the ouLside congrega-
tions do not, as in lEnj-and, recognize thieir obligation and privilego to take
a.large.sharo of tho support upon themn. We bolieve that the standard of
giviflg in our counitry churches is quite as high in proportion to the mneans
posscssed as in our City oburches, or in the churches in Enland; and, with
individual exceptions, such as niuy be found ini every churcli, WC niay chal-
lenge a fair and honest investigation-as we have publioly donc boforo-into,
the percoatage on the value of their incomos which our people puy to the
objects of religion. It is only by such a test thut we cari bc in a position to,
say thut our churohos do or do -not COUIC Up to, an honourublo, standard in
Maintaining the funds of the ohurch.

One vory injurious mistake bas beon made ia speuking and writing about
our missions bore. ihey have been reprcscnted as supportcd by the friends
in England, with the exception of the snmull suins collcctcd bore for muissions;-
'while tho truth is, the greuter portion of the salaries of tho aiissionuries bias.
beea raised by the people themselves, bosides what is aiven ostensibly for
missionary purposes. It can be seen, nioreovor, by a lit tic study of our sta-
tistical tables, that the sums raised per hiead for varied religlious objeets
by our chiurclimeaibers, do flot indicate a state of forgotfultness of ilthe duty
of those who are taught to, comarnuicato," &co.

111r. Poore regects our Ilwaat of iuis-slotary spirit." We repudiate the
aspersion :it is unjust. .As to, ilthe eontentedness of Cong-regationalists to
ho reogardcd as a seet," &-,. &o-, we eau truly Say thut if Ibis applies to sorne
Congregationalists, it doos not to ail, or to rnany. If our ehiurelies eould
speak onýt, they would repel the charge. Mr. Poore's proof of the need and
seope of evangelistie agencies in our towns is not conclusive to any one who
understaads the mixed nature of the UÙanadian population ; neither dees it
prove that our churches are weak because we have failed to put forthi such
agencies.

The churclion thut; are sunk into the condition of annuirants are to be
pitiod, but none sucli are known to the wvriter. Ail wo k-now pant and long,
for indepondonco. We are sorry for these sunkon churclios and ashainod, of
theni. Thlcy sbould. bave been advertised, that our feelings ay ho rightly
direotod, and that no rigbt, minded cburch may be suspected.

WTe suppose that the Ilsurmisos of noglect and selflsh ense" which bave boon
"verified,>' are intorided to ho applled to churches. Thut stich a State of

things should be detected by a stranger in a flying visit, and not bo previously
mrade kaowu by the pastor, rofleets vcry Iittlo credfit on hlm. What honour-
able man iould ho content to romain with such a church and sponge on the
Missionary Socety, WC are at a ]oss to L-aow.

Another unfortunate inistake our rcspectod visitor made and reported, was
the supposition that 14the prineiple and aini o? the Society bave been allowod.
to drop out of sigýht." Certainly, every mani umong us knew-bas long known
-that the Colonial Society did not contemplate belping any cburch that wus,
likoly to, ho perxnanently upon its funds. WVe did not neod the extraet from
thoe Report of 1841-2 to remind us o? that; since it was itorated anid reiterated
by iRev. J. Rouf in bis day, and sirice then bas been tallied o? ut our annual
gatherings, rend aguin and agairi to, us by the Socrotary-Troasuror, and, we
iiht suy, bas been a fuet ever before us. It bas nover been gainsuid, or,

that WC kniow, Ilproduoed feeling-:s anid utterancos of antugonism." Our
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