
T'HE

lnsueà7.IP,2 anftT ian3 fInir2
I'iie.! ow Me lit'n am 5th or eacA momfk.

"t lml l<oaX DAX% t. MoXTX"I.
R. WIlUSON 8S%!TH. Editor aud Proprictor.

A. H. HWLING. Associate Editor.

ADOUDI 8= Suectto0a Advauce) . - - 52.00
p lce or Advertinerpects ou applcatfo

Ail Communications Itend for Tata Catumncaa mm bc lu badami c lacTe
itan the ,oth and scih et th~e moeth tua se=te insetion.

Asnoihrr Fire T;ui.. fire which occurrcd last
381%41weck ou St. Paul and wVillianîl

't' 'e&'m%. streets in this City rcpeated the
lesson of the St. Jamnes street tire, and further revealed
the painfull filet that the ire brigade vas, acm)rdizig to
all accourits, badly liandle4. Intelligent, systernatic
direction of the force was ivanting, and inexci'sable
delay iii getting effective streanis on the lire is generally
conceded. That the men, howvever, bail very serions
difficulties to contend with is nlso, truc, ainong whicli
were the inadequate water pressure, the obstructive
preseuce of the electric wires,-or cables ratlîe: ,-and
the aibsenice, undergoing repairs, of one of the hest lire
engines. Again, the pressing need of a wvater tower
was demonstrated ruost plainly,-a need tlîat has becn
Ikuoyn and clearly pointed out for a year or more past.
The inferior quality of tht hase iii use vas again
shonn by the iturnerous bursting Iengths rit the lire ;
and as streains could unly bc thrown as bigli as the
second siory, the bursting coutdl not have been due to
excessive pressure. ït is nîanifest that a general over-
bauliîîgof firc dcpartnient affairs iii .Mýoztreal is needed,
and that more and better apparatus is required. A
différent practice should prevail alse in the firing up of
the cngines promptly Miencî thcy leave the station for
the scent of the fire, instead of %vaiting uritil the place
is rcached. It would be a great improvenient also if
each fireman were equipped with a szîîall axe, easily
carried ait bis beit, to niake bis way through windowvs
or other obstacles at rieed. The obstacle presented by
the net-work of riires, strung like veritable barricades
in front of our principal buildings, is a disgrace to a
city claiming to be the metropolis of Canada. Ail
ixnproved fire departmeent 'wilI le of questionable value
s0 long as these electie iron fences bar out t!je firemen
fmom 'burning buildings.

FEVolntlon of Tii- advocates of the limitation
the» Limtatinai by statute of the size to whiclî a

Icifil. life inisuranice Comnpany shall

growv have sccured the introduction of buis into the
legisiatures of both Nev Vork and Connecticut, pro-
vîding that a thousand million dollars shall be the
maximum amount of insurance iii force which any life
Company shial be permiitted te carry. 0f course either
of the States naxued have just as good a riglit to pass
a law fixing a hirnit to the nuniber of pen-wipers wvhich
a company shall own or the nuinber of buttons the
office janitor shall wear on bis coat as to pass tht lav
referred te. We do ziot apprehiend, howvever, that even
if sucli an absurd law shonld be enacted, any of the
conipanies wvill feel worried over the nîatt±r. WNhen,
if ever, earli of the three " giants " over the border
shall have reached the thousand million liniit, the
aniout of insurance annua 1.y ceasing by deatbs, lapses
and surreuders (presumably -- zu&t $i5o,ooo,oo> will
be a suni large enough to cal1 for livtly agency work
over a vide field in order te, supply tht deflcieîîcy. If,
however, in the wisdomt of the managers, it should be
thought desirable te, go in for more business, the
organization of new conipanies iu naie and forai, Lut
under the saine management ini faci, inight tasily be-
dont. flesides bcing ridiculous, tht law would then
be w(,. thless.

Inuane TrANi-G the inerease in preiun
Inercm»e in iucone for IS92 by tht lire insur-

cU"S8. ance conîpanies doing business
in Canada, as show» by our table of February ist as
au indication, and a gratifying inecrease iii insurable
property value, iii tht Dominion lias takzen place The
saine number of conîpanies, practically, wrote business
in 1892, yieldillg $32.7,127 inorc prenfiunis thian in 1891.
0f this increase $21 i,6o9 vas by the Canadian an.d
British conipanies comnbincd, and i $o1,518 by the
American companies, tht percentages of premxuu
increase being flot quite 4 per cent. for tht former and
upwarcls of z6 per cent. for tlie latter, or a general
average increase of over 5 per cent. on a total prernium
income Of $6,573424. For tht bix years sine z887 tht
premiuni increms bas been $1,356,o6g. >.Che ratio of
losses t-à premiums (63.46>, as we have before noted,


