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River, Pk'iioti.
I amn the liglit of tIîd orc.-iîxvt.12.

Notliog piresents a more sublime end s0-
lemîî spectacle titatn a humai soul striving to
tinrael the utlysterien of its belîtg, and dis-
eover the object and endl of its existetnce.
Andi without the nid nt revelatiait, the ,;ppc-
tacle ix cte of the sadile.t andI niost pairfully
rnelatîchlty *hllc1î cati po~hyengnge atten-
tion. As we gl.ze tiidn ettcli a scene, wye see
the cidnied -latnt coivselotis of inte strengtb
struggiig with fetterx whicli hie cannot break,
until, at lengtli, we.trled witlî lusi tîîuavailing
effort, lie sitiks back sî>iiltleq auid exhanst-
ed. Or it remindq us tir the eftged eagle
gazing lieavuunward whlî a wisitful eye.
Knowing inistittctivety that lits native region,
lies lieyond the dark r'olllitg clouds-4îî a more
hrighi nnd;iity ttosîîiiere;- i»ait ever as
lie ex,înd(s the winîg for a rapid and jovous
fliglît tîtither, he in reminded, of lits caivity
hy the obetiîtctingu lla o! bii nrrnwv prison.

lîus.Yet such are tîte scettee wltl wliich
lieatltetdom ahoundtt, wltlelî have beeu atnd
a -stili ie wiîtnetd lit everr land %ieree

the» declaration of mv teXt lias iepn tiiknown
or disregarded. TIie Pry %çhielî ii every age
btas arist lienvenw.ard--;trsting forth 'from
the lîewildered traveler-rising uipwarda. froni
the hteurts of dixapOifltrd piiitilosopliersq, mweary
of their specîtîstions and consciotis of foilître,
'ha& beeti for liglit It bins corne from the
ltoatry sage who bail trled every svmtem of
life ;nd action, promising, ne a reward to its,Totarr. mental happiness, test and peace. It
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halt tome to dîti enr% ivzaftecd doirn throu-igh
the lontg visita cf ae..cit <îwd
wvîth the groanan cf rnyriads ti! ltimanl qltirit4
tosshtig ini tte titcert*ailttv of dnouht, 9tnrtiîig
1,''kivard.s iit.li horror finni a dark inktîowti
futurity. recolliitg ivitit blank disîtinv front a
suppoqed aîtttihiliition. It breaks tiptîn the
ear îvith an lntetîîified ineaîîiîg wlien it ' .,
the utterance o! those higlher sptirits whose
clearer teason and deeper instittet pointril
unntistr.keably to, inmortalitiv, but wlîo mouid
not soar heyond or overthirn;v thostè ad mi
aanttine wàlls whlti -veiled futtirity froni
tîteir gaee 'Yet imever, ln the wlhole course
of history<4 IVas tîtis cry more universel, or
tîttered *itlt greater fer;ency, thatn at the time
wltei the gublitne -irords cf niy text fitt
sotinded In thte ear of liunmanity: I arn the
liglit of tile worleI." Systems of pltiloocpliy
liad consthtuted tliemselves the gidle% of tnti-
nianity towards the g=!n, thc- bertutiful antd
the true, buit the Itunan spirit could fid nt)
re-tting-pliaee In the wlde field of their specu-
lattone, and, like the dlore sent forth froni the
rtrk, returned on wveary iig to the "ri iid~
starting pint. Attotîter anid vet nîtothieriat-
ternpt fohlowed, huit with an *better resut:
the vcîice even; cf the Iteathei oracle wast tit

ete Iteard 'with îinlîesitating h)elisf-uti i.
-%ersýa. scepticlI-in began to, stetle downt on the
whole face cf creatiti-aiid nan te finu i.q
rost on the hielplessiiess of despair. Oit!lnw
joyraîts the irords of mv text would ut stîclu a
inoment have scunded in the ears cf tlte
iorIl, were mankind really te believe that
the Divine Teacher liad corne !-a Teacher
capahle of pointing ouit the way ta true haIt-
I)tie%%anam peace. Yet how strange mut
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