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three months I will baptize him, if he
* yemains firm. Just now he will have
much te bear; I pray he may have
strength given him. Giving up ances-
tral worship seems to be the hsrdest
trial, and it is this especially that brands
2 man es infamous.
. ¢ The :next is an old man, 3 native
doctor, resident about fourteen miles
from I-chang. Heis very earnest, and
although he bas not made any great ad-
vance iu Christian knowledge, seems to
have quite made up his mingd as to the
vanity of Chinese religions. and the
truth of God the Creator. He is also
copvinced of the immortality of the soul,
and in the Christian sense, man’s sinful-
ness, and knows somewhat ot the wor-
ship and service he owes to God. Ican-
not say that he understands the more
purely Christian doctrines, but he is not
opposed tothem; and having such a
foundation, we are encoursged to hope
the super-stractare will be raised.

] may also specially mention two
men from Sy-Chwen, father and son.
Last Sunday they brought their wives
and a little boy with them to our service.
You already know about the man in Mr.
Barpett’s employment. who is a candi-
date for baptism. Noune of the others re-
ghire special mention. Yoo may ask
what all this amounts to. We may, un-
der God’s grace, have a namber ot con-
verts baptized in » few months; we
may, as has veen the case with all those
who have already come about us, lose
gight entirely of them for a time. Some
of them may be entirely deceiving us
with a view to the wordly advawntages;
but my faith would get 2 rnde shock if
that were the case with all. We shall
reap, it may be, alter many days. I
acted as I thought tor the best in rot re-
ceiving some of them at once, although
ot in the way best calculated to make
$he Chinese Mission popular at home.
It is worthy of remark that none of those
inflacnced are natives of I-chang. All
are strangers or country people. I-have
definite news that Lin, who is to be na-
Sive preacher, will be here in < fortnight.
He is urgently needed.

-* The second series of exiracts are from
& letter sent by Dr. MFarlane describing
the work gomng on in thke dispensary
during the first eighteen days of April;
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and we present them without com-
ment:— - :

**Since the 1st of April, 505 patients
(new) were attended to. The duily av-
erage of attendance, including old pa-
tients, was 43. You will sce there is a
counsiderable increase of attendance.

«Qur dispensary is so constructed in
the front hall, that it is impossiLle for
us to keep the patients from lovking in
at the window during wmy consulting
hours; and the resultis, that the two
windows are blocked up, nut ealy by
patients, but by passers-by. who, notic-
ing the pcople out and in about the door
come 1n to see what is going on. We
do not ohject to them looking in, as we
are desirous that they should know that
our work is a work of love, and that
whatseever we do in the dispensary is
for their benefit. It is very surprising
to them that we should give tae medi-
cine for nothing; yet only one or two
patients asked for the price of the medi-
cine.

++ Shortly after the dispensary was op-
ened, a young man who wus looking in
at the window for some time, I suppose for
curiosity’s sake, thouzht he would come
in »nd consult me about his diseuse. After
prescribing for him, he asked my dis-
penser how much cash he wanted, and
on hearing that he was getting the medi-
cine gratis, he walked out of the dispen-
sary with a smile of contempt on  his
face, saymg, ‘If jou don’t want cash
your medicine is of nouse.’ They can-
not understand why we don’s make sny
charges, and the wonder is, that few of
them feel thankiul for what they get.
We hope to be able {o explain to them
by degrees the end of our mission.

“In dealing persoaally with the pa-
tients, we are ofien amused at the state-
ments they make. Two expressions in
common use are ‘heart hops, and leg
soft;® *all body pain.' They all, ac-
cording to their knowledge, seem to
know what the disease i before they
come, and all they want is medicine to
cure a certain malady. My coolie, who
looks after the hall, is a curiosity often-
times. When I tell a patient I sm going
to cut him for an abscess, the coolie puts
himself into all prepossessiug shapes and
torms, and makes = long speéch to tha
poor sufferer, teliing him what is to



