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for the best invextitient for our înuney. No l>eýtt-r investinen~t rait any mars
have than tiant wluieh the text siiîggests. Let Iii,îîh libe ral in the support of'
ordirçnces froui riglit motives, and lie niay rest asîrdthatt a ble'sincg wvili at-
teîid the labour of hi4 handq whielî ivifi fiar iriort tian C'onipen-4ate for any
seeining sacrifice lie miay inake. Nay, we may expert not a temîporal bles4nîg
nierely, but are warranied to believe tlîat God 'vili bu mure renoir to Iles% Zioli's

pzoviion to ouîr good, sa that the niflistratiofls utolu lis htisqe will prove increas-
îngyi condtx-ve to oui pirest comfort and our everlastiîîg welfare,

Lest, howcver, any one shioul(i argue that, the promnise in the text is not
applicable to u,., bult was n'ereiy meant for the Jews, let me remiîîd vou of whiat
PaulI sajis 'when speaking of iibcraiity to quchi olbjects, l Ie t hat soweth
sp)arng ly, shahl rcap also sparingly ; anl bie that sow'oth b)ountif*i]iiy su ail reaip
aisobountifuiliy." Ani againi, -1GCod is able to niake ail grace ahotind towaril
you, that ve always, hàtvung;tll safficiecy inu all thirîgs, mayr abound unto every
good work."

Are we not every day reminded of ont dependenec on God ? Mere in-
*dustry, mere foes"ight, wiliI o nuuch, and generally are suýcce&qful, for God bas
so ordered the colnstitution of' things that the lianml of' the difigent and the
prudent iiîaketh rich. Indutr 1rdruu c reitîes, and are therefore re-
warded. But do siot events contnuly occur to reniin'i us how vain are ail the
wisdom and ail the toil of mien, unless théy are seoddby the overruiing
hand of uMi iho controls ail things. The'merehiant is incessanît ani indefati-
gable in doing his part, and justiy looks for.«ticessq. A stomn at >ea, some un-
looked for change in the mnarket, rer'dex ail his labotî" useless. Thie farmer
prepares the g«round, gows tiie seed, ani carefiuiv tends it, but vain lus efforts
the rains fr-ont heaven are witluheld ; or, i t mnay 1;e. the grain is ready for harvest,
is already eut down, wben the rains descend in torrents and rot it where it
lies. AI I titis teaches us that something more is nevesarv thani nere industry
or skili. IVe must secure the favour of Ujîn who lîolds'the eieîncnts in lis
hands. The text rerninds us of one way, among others, through wbivich we may,
ensure this: honouring and conscieritiously supportingr those institutions whic
are of His appointment. God promises that He ivili biess us in our outer
estate, in the labour of our hands, and in tue fruit of our filds. 1 firrnlv
believe, niy hearers, that God will do as lc has Faid. Let tu then taste and
see if it be not so.

TH2B SIGNB 0F T13E TIMflS.

BY BEY. P. ]dELVILLRe M.A., B.D., FIIEDtRICTfON.

"O YE hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky, but can yc not discerin
the signs of the times ?" Why spoke the Saviour of the world suds words of
deep indignation and bitter gricf ? Reader, know you why ? Ile saw Hig
chosen nation hurrving on heediessiy towards the destruction of their citv, ever
cunning as foxes in selfish trilles, but stupidý as asses regarding the awftil signs
and wannsof national ruin. How it wrings a father's heart to see bis sons

an lomn daughters growing, up Ilpenny-wvise and pound foolish !" Tbey
Win a few pretty presents and plenty of heartless compliments, bot lose their
good ebaracter and prospects, ieaving their life a wreck and a failure bore and
herealfler! No wonder, then, that ths. Saviour spoke out this aolein warning
with stern and awful plainnesa.

That warning ia as necessary for us to-ay as it 'was for the Jews of that
day. Can you, reader, disceru the signe of this time ? Do you even trv to&
understand the course of eventa ? Depend upon this, that if we do not think
seriously beforehand, we wiil scon find ourselves sadly behindhand.


