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4 From 1166 down to the year of graee 1917 it hmB been a re-
cognized prineiple aniaffected even by Btatmt, that, no mail shalh

'4 ' ~ even be put on bis trial for ary grave offence unless there in a
primoi fa.;if case against him. 0f the question whetàer there is
such. a priôforce case the Grand Jurors have been the sqole

; j. judges. At each assize or Court of Quarter Sesons they have
been surnmoned to attend to prescrit indietments, iond searcely a
Session goes by without one, or more bis being ignored by the
Grand Jury%.

The exigencies of the war, however, have brought about a
change. In future (to use the language of s. 1 (2) of the new

Jnin case where a person lma been con-itted for tria], or
w bure the -onsent or direction in writing of a Judge of the 111gb
Court or of the Attorney-Gene ral or Soli citor-Gencrai for the
Pre-ýeùItrnnt of ail irdietmtrnt. alainst any perswi lias been
gven. but in no, other case, an indietrnnt againsf that peraori .,inv
be presentcd in the appropriate Court without hav-ing been

f bndk a Grandl Jury, oYut inothcr resp<'ets a eeooe

It'is thus thai lu a few linff U cold print an institution bal-
linwt-d through tht' ernturies lu s heen swept aïvay. It wiIi be
foi- a .Tudge- ùf the Hijzh C'ourt or cnc of the' Lûw Officers of the
('ruwn if, exerelse the' futnetior, of the Granid Jury,.

TuE OBJECT GAINFI).

ÏThcre e ii u o doubt. that thi.4 reformi -l save an immnense
aniouint (of lime ai assi7es aP'i ûtIer crimina] C'ourts, Thegtate-
1Y 'rclov of ebaroeing tht' Grand Jur y will no longer Ocupy

tht'.~ugeslime; whilc the whilorn Grand Jurie.s who are gener-
aliv bi8v mn will not be cae1 aon to waste the greater part
of a day. The' writer bam heard but few objections to thi8 re-
formn. In tiime of peace the voice (,f controveray would have
heen upliftcd. Wt' should have read much of "a bulwark of
British LibertY,I' cf "a barrier betwo t'en the Crown 4repregented
hi- the' Publie Prosector) and the' British Puiblic.'' But the
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