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.An old Cornish, rsmm-ques-i-ined after his initiation '

about M1a.;inie secr t b' a curious frieud, summxarized tàiem as
-the nearest thing o nothing." The Iay student of Inter-
national Law i2î tempted to destribe it ii, similar phrase. and,
fer that matter, can quote ini support of so flippant a de.inition
RousE-eau's eontc-ition that the laws of war, failing tourcive "

anction, are no more than chinîcras; or the dietum of Clause- l
worth nîentioning.- To thý- legal nîind sueh opinions are heresv
unspeakable. hîitLrnationiil jurists have piled volume upon
volume. ami though an occasionai uneasy suggestion 1weps
forth here and there in a preliminary ehapter that. as the Report
of the Royal Comnmission on Food Supply in Tinmes of War con-
fessed. -here is no absolute guarantee behind internationa!
laNv to mrsore that its mile 'will be enforeed.'' natheiess. the said M

Law has been coded a.i eritieised, dissected and defended.
iterated and reiterated, diseussed and( Fanetioned at. Conifereuice,

and Convention. hedged about 1w paper foii ms andi word cere-
moxiies, until ini the security of the legal iibrarv and eowicil
clummber it appeared that -there seeixus no prtspect of any re-
volutionary change l)asing over it," for in this enlightened age
the (la.,s 1nîut be past when a Grotius eould have ncicd to write.
-I >aw prevailing througliout the C.hristien worl a lienice in

making w~ar of wvhich even barbarous naions w~ould have been
ashaxned; recourse being had to ar.ns for slight reasotii or no
reasons; ani whcn arns wvere once taken up. ail revercîkce for
divine and huinan lawv was thrown aw%-zt%, jut s if nicxi wcrc
heccforth authorised Io commit ail erinies without ctiu.

Grotius niade initial error in the assunption 'hat the pre-
S111ucd Law of Nature--upon wvhich his sehemne of International
Law wvas chicfl bascd-eould net change because it bail for
foundfation hunian nature itself. But, cleniental hunmai nature,
that aloiie knows not change, is harely -cnîoved front the level
(if thé brute benast. Ilig svsteni, however, aeeording to oue auth-
orit, -rests secure upoii die alternative foundation of generai


