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THE WEERLY MIRROR.
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One evening the clder cailed and found

the unbeliover in his houso or offico, walk-
ing the room with a dejeeted look, his mind
apparcatly absorbed in thought. He con-
tinued not noticing that any one had come
in, busily to trace and retrace his ateps.
The cider at lenith spoka :—¢ You seem,
sir, said he, ¢to beina brown study. Of
what are you thinking ?’
¢Y have been reading,’ r:plied the infidel,
‘the moral law.’
¢ Well, what do you think of it? asked
the clder.
¢T will tell you what X used to think,’
answeretl the infidel. ¢ I supposed that
Moses was the leader of a horde of banditti;
that having a strong mind, he acquired great
influcuce over a superstitious people ; and
that on Mount Sinai, he played off some sort
of fire works, to the amazement of his igno-
raut followers, who imagined, in their fear-
ful fear and superstition, that the exhibition
was supernatural,’ .
¢ But what do you think now 7' intex-
posed the elder.
¢ Thave been looking,” said the infidel,
¢ into the nature of the law. 1 have been
trying to see whether I can add anything to
it, or take anything from it, so as to make
it befter. Sir, I connot. Itis perfect.
¢ The first commandment,” continued he,
¢directs us to make the Creator the object of
our supreme love and reverence, Thatis
right.  3f he be our Creator, Preserver, and
Supreme Benefactor, we ought to treat
Jim, and none other, as such.—The second
forbids idolatry. That certoinly is right.
" Ths third forbids profaneness. The fourth
fixes a time for religious worship. If there
be a God, he ought surely tobe worshipped.
It is suitable that there should be an out-
yard homage significant of our inward re-
gard. I God be worshipped, it ts proper
thot some time should be set apart for that
purpose, when all may worship him harmo-
niously, and withoutinterruption.—One day
in seven is certainly not too much; and I
do not know that it is too little. The fifth
defines the peculiar duties arising from the
faraily relations. Injuries to our neighdor
are then classified by the moral law. They
are divided into offences against life, chasti-
ty, property, and cuaracter. And,’ said he
said he, applying alegal idea with acuteness,
¢ 1 notice that the greatest offence in_ each
class is expressly forbidden. Thus the
greafest injury to life is murder; to chas-
tity, adultery ; to I\?ropexty, theft ; toche-
racter, peyjury. Now the greater offence
must include the less of the same kind.
Murder must include every injury to life ;
adultery every injury to purity, and so of
the'vest. And the moral code is closed and
perfected, by 2 command forbidding every
ymproper desire in vegard to our neighbour.
++ ¥ have been thinking,” he proceeded,
¢ where did Moses get thatlaw? 1 have
read bistory ; the Egyptians and the adja-

cent natious weve idolaters 3 so weie the }
Greeksand Romaus ; aud the wisest and
best Grecks or Romans nover gave o code
of morals Jike this. Where did Moses get
this law, which surpasses the wisdom and
ill;iloaophy of the most enlightened ages ?

e lived at a poriod comparatively barba-
rous, but he has given a ﬁaw, in which the
learning and sagaoity of all subsequent time
can detect no flaw.  Where did he got it?
Hae could nat have soared so far above his
age, o8 to have dovised it himself, I am
satisfied where he obtained it, 1t came
down from heaven, X am convinced of the
truth of tha religion of the Bible.,”

Tho infidel—infidel no longer—remained
to his death a firm believer in the truth of
Christianity, He lived severa! yean: after
this conversation ; about three, X believe.
He continued to pursue the.study of the
Bitle, his views of the Christian religion
expanding aud growing correct,  Profane.
ness was abandoned. An oath was now
as offensive to him as it was familiar before,
When bis former gay companious used one,
he habitually reproved them, he remonstra-
ted with them upan, its folly and want of
meauing, and said that he could never
imagine before, how painful profane lan-
guage must be to o christian, But did he
become a sincere disciple of Christ? He
always expressed great doubt upon that
point. He could hoypc for nothing from
the world, and he was afraid that he
might choose other pleasures from that
circumstance, without a sadical change of
feeling. ,

T learned these particulars a few years
since, from one of the parties. The lapse
oftime may heve caused some immaterial
variation, but I believs no other. 1 have

endeavoured to be more than substantially |if she looked even civilly at another and g
correct, and have therefore left many im- |
portant ideas unexpanded, as 1 understood |
them to oceur, in the actual counversation, l

Let the reader meditate on this history,

for it is believed to be rich in practical 1n- :girlishaffection and mado every advance con- &
struction, ‘The main thought is this, that |sistent with womans delicacy~—the -winter

the moml law is a monument, 2 sublime
monument—of the great moral tiansaction
at Sinai, at the delivery of the ten com-
mavdments, But let bim mark also the
specids 'of unbelief, the practical temper
inspired by disease, the lingering nature of
the ‘complaing, the judicious advice and
kind atténtion of the christian elder, the
beautiful arrangement of Providence by
which these concurred, the excellence of
the moral Jaw as explained and felt, and
the glorious reforming power of the Bible,
— Religivus Magazine.

OPPING THE QUESTION.

There is no more delicate step i life-than
the ‘operition desigbated by the elegant
plirase I have selected for the title of my
present lucubration. Much winding, and

jmarry me 2~ With. tho -greatest pleast,

— o—

,(mution, and previous sounding, is necessar
when you have got a favor to ask of a- giea
man, Xt is ten chances to one that L
takes it into his head to consider your re
quest oxorbitant, and to make this tin
prutext for sheking off what he naturall
considers a cumbersome appendage to hi:
stake—a marn who hase claim upon his good
offices. But this hazard is nothing in com.
parison with the risk you run in laying your.
self at the mercy of a young gypsy, funder
of fun and frolic than auny thing in life,
Even though she loved you with the whole
of her heart, she dposses::,es o flow of spirits,
and svoman’s ready knack of preserving ap-
pearances; and though her bosom may
hiepve responsive to your stammering tale,
she will lure you ou with kind, complacent
looks, uantil you have told *your pitiful
story,” and then Jaugh in your {face for your
pains! . .

The desperate struggles and flounderings
by which some endeavor to get out of ther
embarrassmeats, are amusing enough, We
remiember to have been much delighted the
first time we heard the history of the wooing
of anoble lord, now nomore, related, s
lordship was a man of talents aud enterprise,
of stainless pedigree,-and o fair rent-roll, |
but the veriest slave of bashfulness, Like
all timid and quiet men, be was vevy con-
stant, as long as he was in the habit of seeing
the object of his affections daily, He
chanced, at the beginning of un Edinburgh
winter, to loose his heart to Miss s and
as their families were in babits of intimacy,
he ba frequent opportunities of meeting
with her. He gazed and sighedincessantly §
—a ver{v dumbiedikes, but that he had a }§
larger allownace of brain—he followed every
where ; he felt jealous uncomfortable, savage §

yet notwithstanding the encouragenent af-
forded him by the lady o woman of sense,
who saw what his lordship would be at, §
esteemed his character was superior to #

was fast fading into spring, and he had not %
{et got hismouthopened ! Mamma atlast
ost all patience, and one day when his lord-
ship was taking his usual lounge in the f&
drawing room,silent, or uttering an occasion- §
almonosyliable, the good lady sbruptly left §
the room and locked the pair in- alove. &
When his lordship, on essaying to take lis §ff.
leave, discovered the predicament in which &
he stood, a desperate fit of resolution geized
him. Miss———sat bending most assidu. ¥

cheek. . His lordship advanced toward her &
but losing beart by the way; passed onin 5i- §
lence to the other end -of the room, ‘
returced to the charge, bLut egain without B

about to spring a powder mine, he-stopped 4§
short before her—*Miss———; will\p ;«e;h .

ously over her needle, a deep blush on he, $F

He B

effect. At last, nerving himself like ome §&*



