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The year 1886 is iîuarked hy the appointnnti of an inspector
of superio- -sehools, by the adloption of the necw regrulations for
boards of examners, andi by thie <rrangeinents for the simîîil-
tancons exaînination of the superior schools.

111 1888 o>ur school lawv was anien(led andt codihied, and oui'
sehool regu'flations w'ere revîsed and e\toiecde, and plib4isled iii
a convenient forin for reference ; and thuis a knowledge of oui'
sehlool systenli iii ail its detaîls wvas rcndfercd accessible to al
who require or, desire to niake theniselves ac(1uaiilte(i with it.

I cannot here, for obvious reasons, stty to draw attention ta
the varions aîneîdixients introduiecd iiîto our sehool law at this
tMine, nor1 to tiheat ainlounlt of Urnle and thouight given hy
the mleihers of thIe Protestant (Jonnniittee ta this sfl.jeCt of
legislation i io e0 d ucational inatters. Th1! e changes i>troduced
nuta our school law at tis tinie were very illinnerous, ami,
aithonghi they did not touch the findienta i, i)lSafoi
sehool systeni, thcy ten(led ta iniake the systein iie1 more
satisfactory to ail w'lo have to do xvith it, by reduciiîg the
friction lu its working caused by littie defeets, or defeets ili
iiiiior points, 'vhose poNver of annioyance seeined ta be iii inverse
ratio to tlîeir importance. Ail thi, changres mande canniot, 1îov-
ever, be elassed as of inar implortancec- and, in proof of this,
I have onfly to mention teestablishmnent of a Central to-ard of
Exanîincrs wvit1 the exclusive righit, aipart from our Normal
Sehool0, of gramtimmg dilomlas valid for iPratestillt sehlools,

(2ite incorporaition of tlîis Association, and (') the right
grantcd to) this Association of electing a reprcýsenitat;ve, on the
Protestant Conîîniittee. lu fet, silice the Act of 1875, wvhiciî
laid the basis of a sYstemn of Protestant education ini tlîis ]Pro-
vinice, there ]las bei> 11o 1erio(i so frulitflil Nvith legislatioiî and
officiai action heeiilta our Protestant educatîaîial woirk as
the past tliree years of our eduicational history.

Wre feed so keenly the defeets of our present systein and thc
injustice ahisimig. fri- unwmise local a(niitainof it, whieh1 ave
the nlecessarv coniditions of ail hu1inlan systelis; aid pub)lic atteni-
tion lms beeîi 5 ytmtcal(iet of late to allegced (lefective
,and olbjectionable leo'islatioî ini coumiection wvitIî education, that
w-e are in (langer of ignoring the imiportant ativantages wvlii we
enýjoy mnder oui' preseiît ednicatioiial sytein. Tiiere are, iîed
t1hree imnportanit .iefects iniieremit iii the nature of Uie Systeli
itself \vichl caminot l)e renmoved s0 long ais the Iweseîît systemii s
contiiincîl, b)ut wvhicli nuîst be recoernized and neutralized as far'
as possible by wise adminoistration.

lu. tht' ftrst, placc, the uîysIcm 'is an expensirve one'. lu order to
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