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lettopcanl poçýrez in tbe (iflbe
Etge

E frequcntly hear that in the Middle .Age the laity
ivr wcrkpt, ini the grossest ignorance by the cergy,
thiat ev~en the nlobility were so uncultivatcd that
mw1y of themn woroi- unable to, sign their own
nanws. In the carly period of the Midle AgeMi ignorance was undoubtedly thme lot of the war-

riors, w'ho becaine the progenitors of inost of thie Enropean nobles,
but %when these nmen becaine Cliristians an~d nicnbers of ci vilized
society they dlid flot long reomain ini that ignorance.

History shows that in nearly ail time mionasteries there were
tivo kinds of schools,-the interni, for those iw'lo wishcd 10 become
religions, and the external, for those who show'ed no sucli inclina-
tion. While the nobles arc said to have dcspised learning. we know
that they ivere very zealous ini foundiug schools and colleges. Thus
in Paris, betwecn the years 1313 and 1369, six colleges were estab-
iihd by noble laymen.

Even iii the early Middle Age everjy cathedral, and nearly
every monastery, hiad its sehiool and library in accordance wvithi
canonieal enactîmonts. Hallamn admuits that the praise of having
originally established sehools beiongs to soine bishops of the sixth
century ; buit at ieast so far as Ireland is concerncd, it is know'n that
ber sehools were celebrated throughiout E urope in the fifth century.

As to highier education, not only wvas it flot uoglected, but the
most celebrated universities were founded, and perfectcd in the
so-cailed "Park Age." Most renowned -as the Irislh sehool of
Bangor, iitli ifs thousands of students. and other Irisl estab]ish-
moents at Lindesfarue, in IEnglzund; at Bobbio, in Ita]y; at Verdun,
in France, and at Ratisbon, Cologne, and 'Vienna, in Austria.
The Universiýy of Padua frequently inmubered eighiteon thousand
students. Famous, also, were 11,he universitios of Bologna, Ronie,
Naples and Perugia, of Paris, of Salainanca and Valladolid, of
Oxford and Camibridge, of Heidelbnrg and Loipsie.

It is true that in this so badly understood epochi thie hunting
and soldiering barbarians at first disdained -the peaceful triumphs
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