4 PARISH NOTES.

its only sanction or penalty with us is expulsion from the the uu/wmm in imperio, lml that the Church and the State
Church, and deprivation of the benefits and privileges o were different phases of one general system ; that the mem-
which, through owr churchmembership, we are entitled  And  bers of the one should of necessity be the members of the
in asserting this principle it may be well at the outset to con-  other, and the one legislature should act for all,

cede that the rules of Church Law are not necessarily like [t was a very beautiful theory, but unfortunately the minds
the law of the Medes and Persians, but are quite capable of Englishmen were of too diverse a character to permit of
within due limits, of being altered and adapted t» modern its continued existence unimpaired.  In matters of property
wants and requirements, by the proper legislative authority. the civil legislature reigned supreme.  In matters of sanitary

Most Societies, all perhaps, have their by laws, either or social reform, its enactiments, even if questioned, were :uc-
tacitly understoud, or formally adopted. They could not cepted. In matters of conscience people thought and acted
carry on their work without them. And the law of the Chureh  for themselves; and this came by degrees to be so far recog-
of England in Canada may be described as a collection of nized that exceptions grew upon the established system until
by laws established for her intemal government and the at last, beyond the presence of a certain number of the
guidance and well-being of her membors : by laws adopted  English Bishops in the House of Lords, and a number of
in various ways, but \\luch, when once established, are just parliamentary enactments affecting the Church, to which
a~ capable of heing enforced between the members of the there seems, year by year, to be less of 2 disposition to add
Church as if they had been formally enacted by both House:  without her members expressed assent, very little of it ap-
of Parliament and had received her Majesty’s assent. " pears, even in England itself, to be lefi.

Some of these by-laws are general and apply tothe Chureh Endowment is of course a very different thing from Estab-
at kuge. Some are Diocesan and may vary m each of the lishment. Very many of the endowments of the Church in
Di ceses into which her members are distributed.  Some England have come, as in Canada, frm private benefactorse
again may be merely parochial, for the Church Act very Such as came from the Crown have been richly repaid
wisely recygnises the right of the Rector, Church Wardens, | , througlh the educational work the Charch has carried un
amd Vestry of each Church to make by-laws, rules and regu- ,.’llolln. And the Diocesan and Parochial systems, and her
lati ms f v the management of the affairs and temporalities of _general rules and laws are quite as capable of a continued
such church in their respective parishes, not repugnant to law. * existence, independent of State connection, in England, as

The Church of England in Canada within New Brunswick, ' in Canada or the United States.
fn'mf » % I..‘.gmdi the C.; “ ! :llll!l'ﬂ'il_\‘, a"'i”mﬂ';"'” n i”" o, f Some attempt was made to '11)1)1)' the theuries of State
She is <ubject to the civil legislature and to the general law’ connection to the Church of England in the carly history
of the land.  Within herselt, however, she possesses the right | e .\ Brunswick 3 but the freedom of the Church from
to adopt and make rules o laws just as binding between her . State interference, in matters concerning her members alone,
members as if they were a part of that general law itself : _is now conceded.  As in England, however, the legislative
provided a!\\..ly t!ml they do not in any way conflict with ,enactments of the earlier days yet remain.® Apart from
what the “"']‘l"glsmmc may have enacted. .. (them, the Church of England in New Brunswick now regu-
) Whenrn the Churchof I'anl:l.ud first came to New Brunswick, lates her own affairs in the Synuds or legiskative bodies
it was not a< a new ¢ mmunion, bat as an offshoot from the , which she recognizes as having authority fur the purpose.
parent body at home.  And, just as the Colonists wgnerally‘ Where, however, some change is sought in & matter already
brought with them the civil law of the mther fand s and’ g1y iy, by legislative enactment, the Church must, after
that law, <» far as adapted to their pu:ull.n circumstances, deciding it tu be desirable, ask the Provincial Parliament for
was from the very first accepted and cnn?rccd, o did the 50 roimal confirmation; a request which, where the members
members of the Church of England bring with them the la‘“; of the Church are united, would probally never be refused.
of fhc .molhcr Church, and l hose laws, so far as adapted t» It 1> a recogaized rule that, after colonists have brought
their circumstances, and subject to any subsequent changes ; the laws of the mother land to their new home, changes in
lawlully made, have :\'l\'\'a)'s ]\rc\'ail‘cil among them and are those laws made in the mother country do nut necessarily
recognized as sn prevailing by the civil courts, | apply to the colony as well.  In like manner enactments of

Beyond this, however, the existence of many «f these laws | s the Imperial Parhament affecting the Church of England
was expressly recagnized by the Rayal Instructions issued at " e sinee the Province of New Brunswich was established,

the time the ,l"""'i"“ of New Bm";“"kk.“.“: ettablished, 00 e adopted or re-enacted by the Col,nial Church, to
and has ever since been assumed by the civil legislature and 4,00 binding there.
the Cownts of Iaw.  Aud thus it is that the general principles
of law gwerning the mother Church, wherever applicable,
are equally binding. Iegally as well as morally, uponourselves.
The Church in the Colonies possesses now what most of u<‘
have leamt to look upm as a great advantage, the right of
self-government, under due limits,  She is freed from dirvect |
connection with the State. ! The Revised Church Act, embodying these enactments, with the

Canons of the Synod, cte., can be [lllrch1sul of Messres. Jo & A MMl
The old theory of the Church in England was not that of | lan, St. joha. 2nm’,,o cents. e )-8

The members of the Church of England brought with
them to New Brunswick the Book of Common Prayer, and
the laws and usages of the Church as they cxisted at the
‘time ; and any subsequent changes made in England itself
would require confirmation by the Culonial Church. Thus
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