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Ai hautaiesîc tht Cran-yard was desertet, except by asuigle
gross io persans, %tuba, nitwihsanting ilîcir c'aceedingly di-
verse ipi)eai-aticest vere preparîng ta depari toizether. There
was tîte parîy nai&Marduîk, which, besities tht nierchant laiat
self, cansasted ti Eiezar, a Danuascene, a sbrcwvd tradesnian
ta wluoin were enîrusîtid tht detaîls ni tht business ; andt ilîre
%vert hall a score aifailiers wboilti the vaiacus oates of the
travelinmg cauîp-cook, tent-attaker, catrneltCivers, aiîuleteers,
anti tht like. With their clauîerîng longues anti janglîng ac-
cautrealtenti, as thev ranget their v'arons beasîs for the jour-
îîey, îhey were in unique contrast wîitb the coaîîpary ai Jews
wlia had accepieti their corvoy.

Chef antang tht latter was Ezra the Scribe. He was
sligliî i natural àtature, which was turiher dintinisheti by tht
broîiîtg utagit: of Vears. Long grey forlocks bang dawnr
front lts temîples ant i uinizle %villa bis beard. His toreheat
%vas biga anti straigbt. lits tact sbowed the incipent esna.
Liaison ai advarcing year,, betng sunken bencaîhi the check.
bottes. llesthess grey eyes twaîîkled an tîteir deep setuarg, anti
suggested bas umdiinishet braghtness ofintellgerce. lits
wliolt aspect betokenet gzrzat antiability anti kindliness at
disposition, utîit, however, wtb rîit dfirmoncss uf conviction
anti powers ai patient endurance. One who was aver.criticai
ai readang tht counatensance înght pehaps have pranounceti

st iacking an indications ofuthai self-assertion anti darung which
fit a titan for leadership un traublous times. Martiduk sai ta
Iiiiiislf . " Tita man woulti neyer anake a scîdier ; thotagli he
luight îîuake a Inartyr.",

Tht Scribe was accampanaieti by twn yaung nter. Ont
was Malaclui. uthse face, thoigb flot beautiful, v*as strangely
pi epo.ssssing. TIht deep weaîher.:înge dit not take fronai i
a suuny brglîîress, a sort ai trauslu:cency due tcobabatual hgi
anti pare thinking. His heati, howcver, secîtuet int over-weight
bi% botiy. Hîs cyts wert large, anti wite open : anti, white
rcaliy fixedta upot ane's face, gave thte ipression ai beang
toctsedti upan someshing bryant or wiubîn ont. His braws
werz lueavy, anti, ai timîes, soeedei ta project tamtil they
tlro~peti new shadows uapon bus face, viose lires cnracteti
tuder the unîensity of painfitl uhoughts. As Marduik alterwards
nacticeti, Malaclii waus aiten absent-itet ;înteed. %as neyer
entircly oilaerwise. White engagang freely in conversation, be
wtas never ftully engzageti by ut-at usas sait ; anti, thoagli he
caniribiti matoe Chan niosu aien ta the ehicidation af variaus
subjecus, anct elt that he reseret more titnlie gave . thuat hc
%va«. a crtic rallier titan a parttcipant i wlat was gaing titi.
He steinei ta bc iwo persans ; tht greater persuiîalitv unex-
presset, but observanu anti waming.

Mardu:kvas no- surpriset a: tht ir.-keeper's informration
iliat MNalachi was tht tavourite pupil of Ezra, anti thai tht
Scribe tidtat hesitate ta prartource tht ytng nîan's spiritual
discernainent as soneîbîrg akîn ta thtesraphetic guit. lie
even hati saiti that, when lbe prayeti for the reriavation ai
Isracl, be coulti ual avit associating bus hapes in santie way
wsith tht carter oaIslis yaung disciple.

Malachi's companiarn was jr every respect diverse. 'Marduik
rotacet irsi o ail Iltas uuan's fmne physiqjue. lie was rabusi
arntiliuscular ; aunti-ietdet ; ted laireti. rolickiug, vet
titoick tenipred , impudent ai ante unotîenu antiapooget tht
nexi. For instance, white Malachi :everentiy bowed bis
lîcad, anti waiîed until Eyra was first seateti on bis beasi be-
fart iatauning bis awn. bis Voung coritrade seemedtot forge:
bis obeisance, anti, withaui ceremsony, aImast iftedtihe Scribe
i tais strouîg arms, anti placet bhim in tht high satdile ulpon
tht umpai tht ass. Ther, au abourd he was astititbis awn
Testless charger-

Satoonar er Eh whispereta ?larduk uta:ttis yatrng
nitan was NManatsstb, grandesnoaitht High Prl'ut:Eliashib ;
wha :utkht are day came itia thât office laimsel-ihat is, if
lie coutîtCI curb bis testless disposition as etflctively as he
carbeti bis steet.

The goond hast also venturei thteiiirthtr information that
Ezra haret Mà%anaset, and bat saidt hat he was "anoly lake
the Sex ai Galilee, which afier bides uts transparent deptit bc-
iteatit a ruffled surface."

Sulioan tddedtoIbt iis bis nwn cittcisnt: If Manassth
once seuiles down, be will niakejusi tht man ta retorun Israel.
1lie lias immense will anti courage, anti dratis tht besi young
blrond ai jerusalem wiih laint. But tl he dots ncot change, he
wiIl bc carly lik-e a stout cenre-pale ai a teni uhai is nai Weil
sel, uaîering jr the wanc, art entangerimug the whole, b1mw-t
evcar sirong nuay be the cards and stalces. lu ha a puly uhat he

andt Malachti canrnai bce olet mua arne, be thorcuagiy rnixeti,
ardtuhen lbe cveuly tivîded ntoiwo agai, as the 1lnurartitht
btiler in thtenîalicng ai :wn cakes."

Snlomon pateti witb bis guesis, as îhey passeti frota bis
gaie, wiîb ihat versatile cauricty whîch trulceepers anti pohti.
<&;ans zdc-i-t acqutîre ta perfection. Ht everenîly kisstd tht
htanti ai tht Scribe. Ht bowed wih graiespecita aaci
lie gave Maraissh a whisper ta prosoket bis niertst
laugh. But lit presset iabihan.d htarttuly.:with Martiuîks-per.
baps thte sensation ai tht mtrcbauu's gererous darics hat rat
yett lef bas awn Patrm.

Tht cavalcade once or tht roati, Ezra miade bis gratetti
ackuawrledgmtn,. ut thtel'huL'ician for tht use oi bis beasi.

" 1 would youî bat sclecteti a nttbler animal !h"'saiti Mar.
diii.-m tilitnai he pictur of the greaits:titan of tht e srîsh
nation scepered with a donlcty-punchirg stick, havang de-
carti tht service aif an attendant ta propel tht betast iram
bechumut.

"Thtbut ass anti 1 wai be gooti friendts," replieti Ezra,
facetio:tsly. ', Bis short sieps wil nti joule my uhoughtis.
An attendant uighu malte bavoc in my nîeditaions by punch.
itug lit iuan untarl:uinatt iimrnnt"

Tlien ietiart#»serioisly atteti "ICjtow, goond Mardiuk,thai

the ass is a most iîonourable beasi. There is a prediction
anong us Hebrcws that, Mien aur Gieat Kintg shah caisue, lie
wail nake lhis triunpliant etitry.îîito lJertisalent riding rupaisan
ass. And, besides," resurning his pleasýtntry, Il ur Ilsatinist
siys, 'A harst as a vain thing for safety,' as you will bc apt ta
find out before we gelt hrouglîi te rocky ravine between tbis

atEnslieniesh, unless vaur steed's teet have been traineti
like those of the goaits."

I arn îold that flie way beictre tas us noted for the license
taken by robbers." saiti Marduk "My ronpany wvih iacre-
fore be a sait escort."'

I 1acccpt your cornpany liea: tily," replier! Erra, Il but wil
neeti no protection. Il is now niany Vents since 1 carne fruits
l!abylon. 1 then refused ta ask of thie Great K ing an escort of
soldiers, for the baud ouot Gr C ais uon .11 tiein (or gond ibat
seek Hi. Froin that day 1 have aever borne a weapon, nor
biac an arned attendant. 1 have gone safély througbiout the
landi, andi even anong the jews srattered abroad. andi have
founti no evii ; nar wil 1 ever.

Il But tce route we are taking will bce of anterest ta vola,
think. whbout the hazard of carnai adventure. l'ie deep
gorge vie are entering. and up wbach we nust clinb saine
thie îhousand cîibits betore %me rearli the higli grotind of Oli
vet, takes its naie fronthe brook, Cherjîli, and is fanious as
baving been tbe hidîîîg-place oftour prophet Elijali, where lie
was fed by ravens during a terrible famine tbat carne upan
onr land accarding ta his prediction. 1It was durîng the reign
ai King Ahab andta is Sîdonian wife, Jeïebel, a pricstes!, af As-
tarte who matie Israel ta sin in tolowng Baal. But pardon this
tnktnd allusion tu the worship ci your people. 1 wouid nat
wouîîd anotber's convictious, however strongly 1i nigbt lîold
iiiy own.'

Do) no: apologize for il," replîcti Marduk. IlOne slaould
speak of bais faitli treely in hais own landi andi 1 îhînk also in
ail landis. TIherefore. 1 venture tu make an arguinent for the
Phoenician failli, assumîang the recent news frons ftbc coast ta
bc truc. Your landi is farnous for its irmiraclei, but Tyre just
now %eems the special arena for divine exploits."

Il au refer, 'ýo:abtless, ta the alleized translation ofa King
Hirani P' replieti Ezra I b ave not investigateti the story;
nor do 1 think one neetis ta do sa in arder ta judge afit.Il.
is. even in nts awt assurmption, totaliy ditierent Irons the inira-
cles ai Israel. Ours were openly wrought by God, with His
high baud andi ontstrctched larin. AI! people couit iutigc
theni ; as te divitiing waters of the Ret Sea and Jordan, the
suns standing still in heaven. anti the like. But the marvel af
Tyre was wrougbt, 1 arn told, wiîbin a cordon of priests who
carefuîlly surrouniedthte place Naw, a miracle wrought for
priesîs is apt ta be a ttriest- wrotg lit mi racle. Itut-"

The conversation was interruptet by %Iarduks horse sud-
denly sakiar iright, losing tais footing an ftic narrow pulls, andi
nearly precipîtating its rider nto Uthe brook. Cheritb, whicb
gleamied, a tiny thread of white %valt.rftrbclow. As hi 'tex-
terous inanagctient he enablet tlie horst ta recover hutoscît,
Marduk iaughingly aditittet init lie was enougli of a Jew
now tn believe the lsalmist's saying about the horse being a
vain thing for saiety. ai least in such places as thib.

IBut what have we here ? " he crieti, leaping frow lais
beasi. IlThis carta did not give vay itself. The path has
baern dug under, andi only tie surface shell lefi. itas a prc.
pareti avalanche: and. by the rays af Baal * there is an ain
bushnient beiaw. Sec'lte viliains are sktkîng back uinto
tht halls. They wcre ta tumble us anti our baggage driwn
there, andi then pluck us u ieir leistire."1

Ezra raised i as bands in prayer,a:nti repeated .Il"WC :bankl
Thee, 0 L.ord, for the tulctnent aof'rhy promise îlîrcugh 'l7Iî
servant Moses :' Sîrely He shaîl deliver thceefratsa the snare
of te fowler. H-e shall gave Bis angels cbargt aver thee, tu
kecp thec in il tlîy ways, lest thora dash uby faot against a
stonc. "

The Phirnician was as mauch issipresset wih the beaiity
.anittranquilsty ai tht Scrilbe's 1.-tlb i:, with the horible catas-
trophe thai hacl so neary nvervheluti d liu,. espet.à.illy &.%
lie. rcr:lleti Ernî< -miateienlt ha' i'hi,, , )d i .%J .iay J-
iivered hissa.

From titis point oi the jmiîîney .Mardî:k, insîstet on ritiing
aheati with Manasselu, lest new dangers tiught :îaiîtht:»ei.
*rhat sotnt clairvoyance~ which genematîs sonîls have in de-
tecuing congensiai spirits <1îiclIVpuat tese twa yaung nuen at
case with tach other. Mteir horsts weesolatiitutuatched i n
sîrcngîh anti nerve, and cauight trnais their rîders a sense ai
good-fellowshîp. Scarceiy waiîing their ruasîer's will, they
dashet intgether ail tht stecp ascents, raceti acrass the open
spaces, tnti waiîed impaien-.iy, wiîh lbosstng inants andi îaw-
ing hoots for the laggard train. Thestrirders rais tnatty a tilt
ai wiî andi braggadocio, rivallirg cac.h atlier in uheir staries ni
ativenture. The nierchant relateti c'\plnits in ntany lands;
enough ta have madie the reptitattaîi ut .aveteran soldier.
isuîlr, andi nierchant combinti.

aI s a puty yoa are vol a jew," saîi Manassehs. WC
have saute qutck blondtila J erusaletti itat would riax well wath
yautrs. Vots sec thais daggar !"Ilîossing a brigribiade inir, the
-tir, andi catclîing il defîly byllt tanlle. *'FaîherEzrrathtre

dosflot knaw that his gnodlbny gots arnieti. I keep ibis
îust as a niementnof ai escaînhl sorie of tas yauingsters mtade
tram the wails a Jerusai ontaniglît. Wc sacked a camip ai
Samaritans whn hti canc 1o0 near rts andi blockr.d thet mati
ta the nnrîh gaie. Every day tîtest hali-breet iira:îders
%ent soiste insult o ta urptnpc; bat neyer aiter that ntght.
Nelîernîah, aur gavernor, tlinti:cht tuiai lit and En-ra ad praÏfet
thens away ; and su ihese saintçs toecaur ctedstîY

Il1"i rs part Jew," replied i Ma:rdîk, 4*for 1 beliang tn al
nations. Ste.l heenie iliy crtici;tîls! Il producing a hanalfful
oai otns. **The golden ring aofligypi, the itbe-îîro
Greece. the darie ofi Persia, and thsesshekel of yoit lems. Ont
sotial, niany ishtpes ; sa titan is unt, nattons and ct:iîoms
many; andi, for aillthxt you and<l1Ik.now, asnts: Gi. ane itany
tntions ni Min. El, B;el, Ilaal, Jove. Ilhovala, tht sanie
metnaI in îhought, but% sînunped witit différent tues.jIl l gds
are nc."

1Say raîher tha: Ont Coa tsll,';;nterpostd Malachi, who
bat ritden upjust in time ta catch tht lasi sentence.

Tfht patîy halteti for test anti lunch au tht upperend of the
ravine of Cherith. Thet travelilrs werc awcd imua silence by
the vtcw hitre presenteti. Tht ravine as a jajzgeti culi n tht
entth, nentlV ftc hundretl cubsis iecp, in places scarcely
wiier thian thetitny brook tiai gltties like a shaning serpent *i

ils bottrn, anti winds down, witb a thousantutos, for mtiles,
util il debouches between awtul clitTs imb the open valley QI

tht Jordan.
Reiresitments were furnisheti front the well-stocketi bain.

pers ai tht merchant. Tht mules anti harses were unlaclen
anti tethereti. Tht ungainiy caniels croucbed down for relief
under their boats. Atter an haur's rest tht JewÉ proposedt o
take their leave ai their kinti patron of tht roati, anti haste,:
on ta Jeruisateni. Thtenîerchîant's beasts shoulti not be bt'
ried, but Manasseb avowed that £ira woulti rallier dit ot el.
haustion on thetroad than bc left outsitie the gaies ci jetusa.
lemt aller sunset on ibis panticular night, which was that ai the
preparation for the great Feasi of Tabernacles.

Tht parting af Mardiuk anti Manasseb was not until tiie
latter b at exacteti a promise tram the Ilhoenicîan that b.-
wouid becorne bis guest whiie in the city. Tht Jews joined
witb others of their nation, pilgrîrns ta the city, wba had tiuu
cd for ntit day rest, andt who now matie their way tawaris 1.n
sheîîîcsb joyous witit their sangs, sucb as :

461 was giad wben they said unto tie. Let us go iniuthei
bouse ai tht Lord. Ouar feet shahl stand wuîbin thy gates, 0
Jerusalem, whither the tribes go up, the timbes of the Lord,
uto thetiestimony of Israel, ta give thanks unto the name 411
the Lord."

Scarccly bat tht pilgrirns disappeareti aver the bii-uaps
Miecn twa men were observeti climbing up tbrough tht ravie.
'rhey rade upon mutles. Ont was aId ; thetallher a stalwars
youth. Eiieear, tht Damascene steward ai Marduk's camîp,
recognized thteeider ont as he drew near, anti ran ont ta tuttiL
him.

"lWhy, il is Ben \'usef ai Giscala 1 Andt iis is tht fine
lad whom I last saw tht beight af a kit ! Tht air ai Gatlle
Lyraws big mien, as it graws big huIs."l

Il But what briugs Eliezar here ?" asked BJen V'usef. IlWas
rot tht nam:hemn country ai Syria large enaugh fort te sale tai
your nierchantise ? I

In a few wards Eliezar narrateti how that, train being a
private petdiler ai sncb gootis as a meagre purse cauld buy, he
liati came ta be the viceroy, satmap, tirshatha. prame mnoster,
or whatever teriniai speech might suit the oiac, ai no les,
notable a merchant than Mardiuk, fantet in many lainds for lin
great enterprise-Marduk ai Tyre.

"0f Tyre!" exclaît-edullen Visef. Th-n Eluathtn and
I woulti speak with him."

'Marduk hati cyct tht new-cners with tbat keenness
which a anerchant acquires in recognizing tht sari of teer a
will pay ta deal with, anti hadt tinued away ta give arders for
the reloatiing ai bis beasts. but approacheti the sîrangers on
hearing lien Yusef's reniait.

I1arn Mardiuk ai Tyre, anti your servant," saîi he, hon
ing with indifférent caurîesy..1MNy lad has acquaintance tiere, ai wlîich lie waulti en.
quire," replieti thet aIdmti.

Elnathtan walked a littie way with Mardiitk; anti, as they
turneti, the latter was heard ta say-

13 can gîve no information, for îîty route bas been frnEgypt across the tieseri ai Arabia. NomcnIafryue
couragement, since il nîay be sane ntoans yet hefore 1 again
visit the coasi. But if your Galilean flocks are u'e11 flecc cd
wc aîîay saine day strskc a bargain for their wool."

lien Vusef anti bis son, wîîh suttable apologies for thr
initrusion upon tht great mtcclint.s privac.y, anti with fa.îtîlii
parting irai: Hiizar, uvent their way tawards jertisalenî. Mai
duik's party iallnweti.

(<To be continued.)
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flîe evat:gelmz.uion ai China is tht greatesi enterprise lit-
fore the Chrîstian Cliuirch. its inhabitants are usually est-
inateti ai nearly ane.fauîruh ai thte arth's population. Aî
colonîzers the Chinese almnst rival the Anglo.Sa.xons. Thti
aire supplant!ng tht feebler races ai Eastern Asia, anti sirt-
gent eneasures have hati ta be adapteti ta lîrevent their swann
ing ia othe tUnitedi States anti Austrahia.

China is remnatkablc for ils sl -,lem ai campeitive esanli-
nations for office. The fitst grade ni scbalarship is caliel
'l !uddang Genitîs." Once inrithree years tht Ilbudidm
geniutses " praceecl ta the provincial capital ta pass for t
second degee, that oif I 'romoted Scholars." Tht latter,
aller ï. certain tinte, assemble i l'eking for tie third grade,

zrcatiy for Ofikce."
Tht niatiber of campetittrs a: these examinaimatis as tsm

maied i a: wo miltnons. Tht course afinttstruction is weu
Cittti ta develap tht national pride anti ovetweening self-
canceit, which are Chinese characteristics. Tht wotks et
Confuciusis re the chief abjects oi study. WVhen a boy enien
scinaal, hie prastraies hinîself belote tht tablet ai Confucci.
who is sait Iotabc tht Ilteactier ai ten thntîsanti ages," -4tht
equal ai heaven anti trh." China is tht l'Central Flaweil
Laznti," tht inhabitanis ai other couirits are 'otside hat-
barians"I anti " (areigra devils." The common people ait
Ztntrally no% unfzîenully in Europeans; - bu% il is diiei
with ntany ai tht literati, who wiii snr-,eîimes Show their dis-
like ta a mnssionary hy cavering itir nases with their Icr.f
sletives at tht sight af i it, as il tht smell was urbearable.

Until about hall a century ago- tht few fmreigners i:
Chita were shut un within tht sttburbs ci a single citt, un-
der close surveillance. When this restriction was removtd
tiissionarits began ta enter tht country. There aie noir
about 1.3ao foreigtt missianaries, muae and (emale, in thtetield.
Ini S4: there wete ocly six Chinese lProtetiant Christiaîîs;
Communicants now tomber about .1o000

Tht literati dîsike ail foreigners, but misionxies ait
tspeciaily obnoxiouus for :htîr audaciîy in presumirt 10
teach tht disciples of Confucius. Their hatreti is incmease.l
also ai witnessing the spread of tht Gospel. Thtinteat
atdopted I o check the pragress of tht early Chuîrch have bees
repeta irai China. TttititWian says, in 'bis famîrns "Apl
ogy for tht Chrisîtau tilliginuY "Itis tht comman îalk IbIt


