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LETTER FROM FORMOSA.

The following letter from the Rev G L Mackay,
D.D., missionary in Formosa, has been handed us
for publication by Rev. Prof. McLaren, Convener of
the Foreign Mission Committee -~

Mv DEBAR DBROTHER,~I have visited all the
churches tn Northern Formosa, and ere long will
make wnother tour. On the 27th ult. I started with a
Dane, an old resident of this place, and proceeded
south to visit the stations down there. Thefirst day's
walk was trying, as the wind blew a terrific blast all
theway, Sabbath, the 29th, we were in Tek-Chham, a
walled city, and I preached four times to large au-
diences. The following day we walked over burning
sand under a scorching sun, and at night had a good
meetiag in the chapel at Ad LAng. After spending a
night at the Sin-K4og church, we started back agatnst
a strong monsoon, and under torrerls of rain, and
entered the Tek-Chham chapel drenched wet. Thurs.
day, 2nd inst.,, we went to Adg Mg King, andthere,
as elsewhere, the people turned out in large numbers
to bid me welcome back to Formosa, Therest of the
journey was in the faccof a strong gale, under heavy
rain and over slippery paths. 1 am here now, having
gone through the field and seen converts, elders,
deacons, preachers and teachers,  Of course, here, as
in every age, in every pluce, amongst every nalios,
there are those who have caused scrrow to the Lord's
people ; still the number is actually small, very small
indeed, whilst others have stood firm as rocks in the
midst of trying times. One man who embraced the
Guspel eight years ago was imprisoned, and took such
treatment and the spolling of his goods cheerfully.
Mr. Junor tells me that TiAn He, the preacher at Sin.
tiam,and GiAm Chheng Hda, my first convert, deserve
all the praise that can possibly be given them. Mr.
Junor also told me that were it not for GiAm Chheng
Héa, he could not tell how he would maintain the
ground. 1 think the Church in Canada should know,
and remember, that there are really men here who hive
for Christ, and are ready to die for Him. Yes, 1 de-
clare it before men and devils, the grace of God has
changed the hearts of many in Northern Formosa,
so that not a few passed away with the name of Jesus
on their dying lips. Give God the glory—glory for
evermore! Not to speak of former days of toil. 1
would not take alt the gold in Canada to make the
tour I have just completed—living on rice, sleeping on
boards, and walking on mud ; but only for the Lord
Jesus would I doit. And for Him—{or Jesus, Captain,
King, Prince, Shepherd, Lord of Hosts, Redzemer—
let this poor life be spent, and this poor stammering
tongue declare His glory in this heathen isle! until,
rolling through the vaulted arches, ten thousand voices
echo,**Crown Him ! crown Him ! crown Him Lord of
allt” G. L. MACKaY.

Tamsut, Formosa, 217tk February, 1882,

MISSIONARIES WANTED.

MR, EDITOR,~Permit me, through your columns,
to direct the attention of the Church to a few points
in connection with the Foreign Mission work.

1. A considerable increase to our Foreign Mission
waorkers is required without delay. Rev. J. M.
Douglas is returning almost immediately to Canada,
and another ordained missionary is required to fill the
wvacancy at Indore. A third orduined missionary
must also be sent speedily to reinforce the brethren
in Formosa. Onc or two lady missicnaries should
also be sent to India at tbe earliest moment practi-
cable, Miss Rodger is nowon ner way home upon
furlough to recuperate her health, and to enjoy a
season of well-earned rest. It is ewvident in these
circumstances that a considerable addinon to our
working force in the Fortign ficld is urgently neces-

S:;.y Several months ago the Foreign Mission Com-
mittee instructed me to take steps to look out for
additional lady workers, bt up to the preseat time 1
have only heard of anc who is seriously cortemplating
service in the Foreign field. More 1ecently I was
directed to make inquines in reference to suitable
persons to be sent out as ordained missionaries to
India and China. 5t is highly important that only
labourers who have all the necessary qualifications
should be seat to the Foreign field, It is quite

possible that among the younger minlaters of our
Church thereare thosa who would gladly give them.
selves to Mission work among the heathen, provided
an opening presented itself, From any such 1 will be
glad to hear at an early date. It may be mentioned
that ordinarily those who offer for the Foreign work
should not be more than fAirsy years of age. The
difiiculty of mastering the native languages late in lifo
is very great.  And should young ladies desire to en-
gago in the Foreign work, 1 shzll be glad to hear fromn
them, and to give them such information as they may
require for their guidance.

3. True missionarias are a gift of God to the
Chutch. It is almost impossible for any Committea
to judge with certainty of the qualifications which will
make a successful labourer in the Foreign field, It
is only when experiment has been made that the real
character of most Iabourers is really manifested,

Is it too much, then, to ask at such a time that the
Church should make 1t a matter of special prayer that
God would raise up suntable labourers for the Foreign
field, and direct the Foreign Mission Commitiee to
select them? We have been told to ask the Lord of
the harvest to send forth labourers into His barvest;
and if we neglect to ask, need we bs surprised should
confusion cover our efforts to do the Master’s work ?
In askiog that special prayer should be made at this
Juncture, both in public and in secret, that suitable
missionaries may be given to the Church, 1 express
whit [ kaow to be the earnest desire of the Foreign
Mission Committee, Wat. MCLAREN,

Convener Foreign Mission Committee,

Toronto, 14th April, 1882,

THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD,

MR. EDITOR,—Like others interested in the welfare
of the Church and its Colleges, [ went last Wednesday
to the closing exercises of Knox College. [ muck en.
Joyed the lecture of the learngd Principal -a most
admurableand appropriate discourse,and 1n my humtie
opinion in every way worthy of the occasion. 1could
hardly say the same about the pretentious perfor.
mance whichfollowed. There was too much millinery
and mutual laudation about it for my taste, but it has
time-honoured and learned usage 1n its defence, solet
it pass. But what shall we say about the conversazione
of the evening? Its name and associations were
foreign to those usually suggested by the closing
exercises of a divinity school ; but being deeply in-
teresied in the College and the efiorts of the new as.
soctation to promote s efficisncy, and not being
troubled with any narrow-minded prejudices, I went
in a candid spint, boping to witness and enjoy some-
thing—1 knew not what, except that it was to include
an address to the students from an honoured minister
of the Church—something that would form a suitable
farewel! reunion of the prolessors, students and their
friends. Instead of this 1 came away at ten o'clock,
at the commencement of the forty-five minutes’ inter.
mission for refreshments and promenade (seeing that
the half of the programme to follow was similar to that
which'had preceded),deeply disappointed, disheartened
and humiliated. Why?

5. To think thzt the spirit of compromise with the
world, for the sake of popularity, which is seen in
50 many of the Church “cntertainments® elsewhere,
had reached esen to the Alumni Association, who [
presume devised this one, and the College authorities
who accepted it, in behalf of an institution which
should be the fountain-head of scriptural teaching and
of spinitual life and power for the Church, And what
was there about this unscriptural and unspiritual ?

2. The whole thing, with the exception ofthe broth-
er’s address already referred to, was thoroughly of the
world, worldly. Thenoisy brass band, the professionat
and gemi-professional performers, the music imported
wholesale from the opera and the ball-room, the
brilliant crowd, the late hours, combined to produce
such a scene as most Christian pulpits condemn as
unwholesome worldly dissipation. What would be
whose bonoured name the College bears have said to
itall? Orhe who taught (and practised) “Be not con-
formed to <his world,” and who, alike in intellectual
Athens, lux=zdous Corinth and imperial Rome, knew
“nothing but Jesus Christ aud Him crucified ; ” who
charged the young preacher so solemnly to “be in.
stant in season and out of season,” “meditate on thess
things,” ¥ give thyself wholly tothem ?” What would
hehavosaid tothe sight of a band of Christ-consecrated

men, the last night of thelr College session, entestain.
ing 2 fashionable throng till midright with carefully
prepared renditions of “ The Hun.smiu's Chorus”and
% °The Vintage Song,” ste.? True, he was no namrow.
minded bigot, and wher. he said “ avery creatute of
God is good, and Jothing to be refused,” weuld prob.
ably include music and so would we. “i/ it 8¢ san.g;.
fied 8y the word of God and prayer /™ But there was
neitherof thesa—-unless it were a blessing at the supper
table, which I did not visit. Or what would the Mage;
have satd, who taught Hlis disciples that though « ;5
the woild, they were not of the world?” Whenfora
fow moments Ho was introduced by tho spaaker re
ferred to, it was with something very like an apology,
lest the barmouny of tha occasion should bedisturbed,
In all seriousness I ask, could not, shou/d not, some
means of spending the last evening of the session he
found which, though perhaps not so attractive to the
crowd, would be more in keeping with the dignity and
sacredness of the institutlon, more edifying to the
students and their friends, better caleulated to send
forth the former with a baptirm of the Spirit of Jesus,
not ths world, and to command the highest sympa
thies of the latter, among whom I trust will ever be
found, A PRESBYTERIAN,
April Sth, 2882,

FATHER GAVAZZI

Mgr. EpiTOR,~A few days after the visit of Fathe
Gavazz to this city last summer, [ received from him
the following note ;—

HAMILTON, 29th July, 188;,

R&v. AND DEAR S1R,—When I was with you last Sundsy
1 had no opportunity to enter on a subject” which greatly
interests myheart. My ardent wish is to obtala from Canady
a communion service for one of our churches in lialy
Already 1 have bad from Scotland, England and ILielang
cighteen of those services, and I have secured four from
America. I must have onefrom Canada, which sha)l remals
in Im{ as & memento of my last visit to the New World
It would be & sad mortification to me #f I could not succeed
sn this matter, It is useless to say to you how appreviates
those gills arc in my country, as they speak practically -. e -
minds of the Italians of the interest felt in them by their
disg;mt btcthte;\. i

ay God bless me in my poor efforts for the puud o
His (.:imrchl With best w F::s. belleve me, ;&:: ut
cerely, ALESSANDRO GAvAz,

As soon as 1 received this letter, 1 secured the
services of two ladies—one from Cooke’s Church and
the other from Erskine Church~and in a few hours
they collected the necessary amount to purchase the
communion service, A plain substantin! service was
procured, and a suitable inscription placed on one ot
the flagons, and the whole sent by express to the care
of Rev. John McDougall, Florence, Italy, I have
since recetved a letter from Mr. McDougall acknow.
ledging its receipt, and also the following lette from
the congregation to which the commuaion service was
given :—

Rivovrl, t1th December, 188:.

BrLovED BRETHREN 18 CiRiST,—The Free Chnsusa
Church of Rivoli, profoundiy moved by the splendid en
deace of aflection manifested by the beloved brethren is
Toronto, in the handsome gift of a commupion service,
beipg unable 1n any other way to express its grutade, sends
to them their affectionate thanks, assuring them that ths
pledge will serve the })nrposc of further binding togetker the
zi:igexel;xt members of the body of Christ, whichis His

urch. .

When nmcmbcrln%the death, the resurrection, and the

lotious return of the Divine Redeemer, the members of the
%humh in Rivoli will invoke from the Most High God pezcx
and blessing upon the gencrous brethren of Toronto, o
Canada.  Accept, good fricuds, this humble yet siacere ex
pression of our gratitude, and continue your sympathy and -
affection for our Free Christian Church in Italy,

Receive our Christian salatations, and believe as to b
always yours, very affectionately, in Christ Jesus (lor
Chiurch), LL. Micuevo, Evangilut.

F. Frvice, Deacon.
B. ALPARISO, Degcon,
D. Giovanni,

A man named Gavazzi had been punished in Pans
fcr a ceptain crime of which he was found goilty
Several papers have published this fact, but havere
preseated this criminal as the real Alessandro Gavam
who visited Toronto last summer. [ have just re
ceived the following letter from Rev. Mr, McDougall
minister of the Free Italian Church, Florence, explan
ing the whole thing. It is addressed to the Londoa
“Morning Post :"—

FLORENCE, 3td February, 1852

Str,—In your issue of the 28tk ult, {cn bave done s grex
injustice to Alessagdro Gavazzi, ong of the foremost ot
of our country, and oae of the noblest patriots of ltaly.

A so-called Gavazri, who has been in Parig, has 1::&5
been condemned to imprisonment for immorai conduct,
you have stated that this impostor is no otber than te



