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ALFRED AUSTIN.

Tfle position of lauireatle is ace whlichi shauld commilalid the
respect due to ail things ancient. It is enriclbed wvithi nanv
meinories of proin-nent authors and nîany associations w'ith
the devcloplient of aur literature. Ail who have lield it have
cantributed soniething to its importance and digniity, l)ut flanc
hlave (lane so ituch to niake it an office of responsibihity
and to en(lcar it to the Enghrisli peaple as lie whao, a fewv years
ago, passe1 ta the wvail of bis awni sai nmusic across the bar.

H-e is gone, b ut bis sp il still holls ils. Tie rhy'thm of bis
grave ricbi verse kecps ringing lu our cars, sa that wec listen to
the hlnibler strains of bis successor witb indifferenice or con-
temlpt. Mie have fallen into the habit of identifying the lau-
reate and( the poet, and SQ demniad af Austin flhc work af Ten-
niyson. In our disappointnient Nvc exciaini against the fally af
appointing sucbi a anc tao the office. Wc forge tlîat tbaughi
wc mnurmiur agrainst Austin, ive wanld hlave feit a like discantent
hiad the choice resulted diffcrentlv. Tfennyson lbas beeiî suc-
cecded, nat replaccd. lucre is no inîplicd camlparisan between
the tn'o poets and nao reason wby thiose wba now admire the
dca(l lauircate should ilot al.so admit the living to a place ini

thecir estemn.
Thougli Austin is ilsually thoughit af as a poet, lie began

lus literary career as a prase wvriter, anid lie lias returned ta
bis carlier stylIe af composition in "'fli Garden that I Lave,"
and "Ini V\eraniica's Gardeni." Thev- are descriptions af his

ccuntrv life. and reveal so imucli af the atntlîar's personality
thiat tbcy farmi an excellenît intraduction ta the reading- af luis
poetry. I-Iiý haome is ini frnitful Kent. Hie pictures it as an

ol(l-tinie iuanor-liouse, largve, roanui anid uîau-abewitb
(leep-set w'indaovs and( w~ide vawvningr lire-places. Otntsic, flue
w'als airc covered ta tbce raof Nvith brîglît creepers and clinging
iyv. i3csîde the haonse, is an Euuglish, garden, olçl-fashiioi-%,eç
alid undisciplillec, into whicbi nothing trinu and kenipt inay


