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the classical world just before the conîing of Christ, or of the
moral (lecay of the Freiich nation at the end of thec Iast century,
broughit ab)out 1) the reign of (Cisfin and atlicisnîi.

The rcligiouis condition of flhc people is more difficult to
understand(. Thieir religion %vas a curions comîpound of thec
false and the truc, thue false leavcning thue truc until flhc whiole
becamne a mass'of festcring corruption. Let us, first, listen to
the echoes of thue truc religion as thiese are rung out by our
tliree prophets.

i. Tlie showed a reverence for 11013' days. Tliey say:
W~licn wvill thie ncw limon be gone thiat w'e niay sdil corn, and

the Sabbatli thiat we nuay set forth wlheat ?" And accordingly,
God says regarding Israel; "I1 will also, cause lier nîiirtli to
cease, lier feast-days, lier new nîoonis, and lier Sabbatlis and
ail lier solenun feasts."?

2. Amios 5i8. " They desire the Day of the Lord." Thiev
tliink thiat, whien the day of vengeance conues, God wl'ho loves
his chosen pecople Israel w'ill rescue thieni. Ther think thiat
the " Dav. of thue Lord" w~ill be to thieni a day of blessing and
not of judgnicnt. Tliey have no dread tliat the blow, xv-'hen

it fails, wvilI dcstroy thcmn as a nation forever.

3. \Micall. 3 :4. " Tlhy cry to flhe Lord,"- hioping thiat Hec

will lîcar theni, niotwitlîstaiidiing their unrepentcd sins.
.4. Tlîey ' boast tluat the Lord- is aniong tiiei ;"e and tlîey

fancy thiat no evii Nvill befail tiienu wlhen sucli an One is in idheir

miidst.".--\licahl 3 :4. "Die lica(is thiereof judgc for reward,

ancd the priests thereof divine for nioncy; yct w~iil thiey lean
upon the Lord and say: Is not flic Lord anionîg us ? None

cvii Cali cornie uponi US.,
5. Thecy arc careful to offcr Up sacrifice. Tlîcy arc williîug.

SQ far as tbecir imcans pernnit. to present bcfore God tlîousands

of rivers of oïl; tluey arc prcpared to sacrifice thecir first-born

for thieir tranisgressionis.
Sucl a religion as thlis is nuianifestly false. It lias no real

life; anud tlîus, we arc inot surprised to find thiat it is associatcd

xvithîi irreligioni of a iiiost dcgradcd charactcr. Thle Israclites


