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Hippopotamus,

g 1r wo were to visit Africa we should
B! seo aleng the waters large, clumsy-look-
¥ ing animals like theso in the picture

B Tho namo Hippopotamus is taken from
B two Groek words, meaning horse and
Bt river. This animal has a great frame,
Bl{ and when on land is very clumsy,
i although it is quite active in water,
i§ ts immenee stomach is large encugh
(1 to hold five or six bushels of vegetsble
1] matter. It is ueually about fourteen
I fost long from the tip of its noze to
13 the tip of its tail, although it bas been
known to be seventeen feet
$long. Its mouth is two
11 feot wide and lcoks almost
1Y like a cave when its owner
11 opens it at the command of
i1 its manter, The eurs seem
11 to be almost out of propor-
13 tion, ax they ave only three
4 or four inches long. The
13 young are born on land, but
Y st once flee to water when
11 Irightened,  While very . .
fis young they oling to the
Bl nocks  of their mothers
B while in the water.

— —

The Hanging Gardens
of Babylon.

B Very earlyin the history
g of the world people saw the
3] use and beauty of gardens,
H As far back, indeed, as we
H have any trace ¢f men, we
B find that they were in the
B b+bit of cultivating flowers
B svd shrubs, and so decorat-
i ing and arranging nature ss
4 to supply a pleasant spot
W whitber they could retreat
I and enjey bright colours,
By rich, shady foliage, and
iy sweet perfumen,
4 Inall the oldest nations
8§ of which we read—in Egypt
4 snd Agsyria, in Ohina, in
§] [ndis, in Greece— the axt of
B gardening was oarried to a
high state of cultivation.
f1 To natural beautics were added the
B3 graces of the painter, the sculptor, and
EM the architect, Terples were built in
B the contre of the lovely gardens; fres
4] coes adorned the walls of stone sum.
) wer-houses and of lofty towers ; nes:led
¥ amid the shrubbery, rising from flower-
(Bl beds, placed at the cossing of paths
P38 were to be seen statues of. gods wnd
#1 heroes, of cupids, muses and graces.
81 Among the most famous of the
Bl oucient gardens, the ruins « £ which stiil
g rowain to give an idea of their vastness
8 od grandeur, were “the Hanging
@ Gardens of Babylon.” These have &

special interest for thess who are
familiar with the Bible, in which
Babylon, the mighty city over which
the warlike kiogs of Assyria ruled, is
referred to,

The Hanging Gardens of Babylon
were one of the seven wonders of the
world ; and truly, if we can judge any-
thing by the remains of them which
atill exist, they well deserved a place
among the marvels of the olden time,

The story of their origin is an inter-
esting one, It is said that there once
lived a great Assyrian king, of vast
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luxury which money conld bring, tired
of the uninteresting views from her
palace windows; and rememberin
the lovely scenes of her childhood, she
pined for them, and begged the king to
make for her a garden which should
remind her of her native valloy,

The king hastened to gratify her;
and retting an army of labourers, some
of whom he called from Persia, to work,
in the course of {ime the wilderness
about Babylon was converted into the
msanificent Hanging Gardens.

Tbey were constructed on the sides

THE HIPPOPOTAMUS

wealth snd power, who was devotedly
attached 10 bis wife. Everything that
she asked of bim he was wont to grant.
The moment that she formed a wish, it
was gratified,

Now this fair queen came frem one
of the most beautaful valleys of Perasis,
in which she was born and reared. She
had been accustomed to live awid the
most romsntio scerery, to d-light in
avenues of trees and banks of flowers,

But Bahylon was a dull place, and
sround it were nothing but bare fields
and dreary heaths

So the queen, though she had every

of some sloping hills not far from the
royal palace. Of course, as they were
intended for the pleasure of the queen,
they muct be made on the moat splendid
scale, Vastne.s was the ancient idea
of megnificence, Not long ago, the
royal palace at Nineveh was explored,
and found to cover a space larger than
that covered by Boeton Common and
the Public Garden put together.

8o the Hanging Gardens were made
to cover a very lasge expanse. They
were adorned with noble edifices and
the moat skilfully carved statues and

vagt square, From thn bottom of the
hills on which they rcse, they were
reached by broad flights of stone steps
leading from terrace to terrace, the
terrsces rising one above another in &
series, At the foot of the hills were
noble archways, with paved roads, and
gculptured figures of great size lining
the walls on either side; and beneath
these archways the Assyrians might
pasi with esse on the backs of their
largest elephauts,

At the end of each terrace, just be-
fore the next stairway, was either an
arch, or & pavilion supported
by massive pillars; while
at the tops of the steircases
were to be zeen immense
vases filled with Aowers,
and vines which hung down
their nides, and carved
figures of licns and tigers,

It was upon the broad
terraces, which reated on
gigantio columps, that the
gardens were laid out with
tastefal and lavish hand.

—
The Dunty Room.

A YouNa gitl was sweep-
ing » room one day, when
she went to the window
blind and drew it down.
“It makes the room so
dusty,” she said, ‘“to have
the sunshine always coming
in."”

The at-ms of dust which
shone golden in the sun.
beams were uneeen in the
dimmer light. The untaught
girl imagined it was the sua-
light which made the dus.

Now many people imag-
ine themselves very good
people, One poor old man,
who lived all his life with-
out a thought of love to
God, said he was willing to
die. He didn't owe any
wan a shilling,

If the Spirit of God
should shine brightly into such a heart,
how would {it look? It would show
him siny enough to crush him. The
light of the?Spirit is like the sunshine
in the dusty room. When we xgin
to feol unhappy about our sina let us
never try to put away the curtain and
fancy there is no dust. It Is the Holy
Spirit's voice in our hearts. He is
showing us ourselves, and, betber still,
He will show ns the true way to
happiness.— Presbyterian

DR, SaMUEL JOHNSON onoe said :

pillars. In form, the gardens were a |

can abstain, but I cannot be moderate.”




