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- pfOGRAPHY.

REV, THOMAS COKE, LL.D.

[coxcLubED.]

In 1805, Dr. Coke entered with Miss Penclope
Smith into the ¢ holy estate of matrimnony. This
lady having an ample fortune [eft to her own dis-
posal, several years passed away, in the autuma
of life, in works of chatity, and in deeds of bene-
volence, which gave daily additional charms to
their connubial fclicity. She died in January,
1811, and was interred in the family vault of her
husband, in the priory church at Brecon, in
Wales.

‘To the Missions already established, Dr. Coke,
aoont alter his marriage, began to contemplate the
expedicncy of making an addition. This was to
send Missionaries into such parts of Englend as
were not included in any regular circuit, and
where the inhabitants scarcely ever visited any
place of worship. In stating the nccessitly of es-
tablishing this mission, he observes, ¢ Wien our
friends reflect on the vast extent to which the
Gospel has been preached through this kingdom
within the last twenty yeais, many of them may
be led to wonder why these missions should be
thought necessary.  Bat their astonishment will
ccase when they are informed, that of the eleven
thousand paiishes which Eungland and Wales con-
tain, peihaps one half of them seldom or never
hiear the Gospel.  In numerous small towns, vil-
lafes and hamlets, a very considerable past of the
inhabitants attend no place of worship whatever,
nor once think of cntering a religious edilice, ex-
cept when marriages, baptisms, or funerals occur.
It is among people of this description that our
Missions have been chielly established.  These
home missions were blessed with great spiritual
prosperity, and at this day form regular circuits,
which have long ceased to be dependent on the
Mission Fund,

The history of the Doctor’s life in the years
1806, 1807, and 1808, fuinishes but few incidents
that can cluim a place in his biography. He was,
bowever, busily employed during that period in
visiting the societies; in attending the Conferen-
ces both in England and Ircland ; in begging fromn
door to door in behalf of the Wesleyan Missions ;
and in completing his commentary, &c. &c. His
literary Iabours were suspended in 1508, by an
attempt of the Jamaica Legislature to destroy the
offect of the mission in that island. Sixteen months
was the Doctor detained in London watching the
proceedings of colonial influcnce ; and endeavour-
13 to counteract a law, which, if rendered per-
manent, would exciude the slaves, under scvere
penalties, fiom hearing the Gospel.  The autho-
nitics of the island, aware that so peisecuting an
enactment would not be sanctioned by the mater-
nal government, delayed as long as possible its
transmission, that they might not, tifi the latest
period, be frustrated in their persecuting designs.
However, when transmitted, the act was disal-
Towed ; and 1t is with the sincerest pleasure that
we remind our fellow subjects, that his late most
excellent Mayesty George the Third, whose me-
mory is endeared by the most grateful associations
to every loyal heart, did ever shew himself the
savariable fiiend of religious tuleration, and the
noble protector of the persecuted.

Eatly in 1810, Loid Sidmouth proposed {o in-
troduce into Parliament a billy which, if carried
into cffect, would “ave annihilated the plan of
ilincrant preaching, at astroke. Anticipating the
consequences of this bill, the fears of every reli-
gious community were scriously alarmed, espe-
eially as its precise object was left undefined, and
sts principles were not developed.  Dr. Coke,
bowever, did not, at first, spprchend the daunger
which was threatened by tlus measure. But, in
1811, when its principles were evolved, the whole
nation was thtown into such a bigh state of ex-
citement as to alarm the supposters of the bill.
Petitions from all quarters were presented to Par-
Liament, against the odious measure, and it was
acgatived.  Yet, notwithstanding this defeat, cer-
tin magistrates, in various paits of the kingdom,
gave to the Toleration Act 2n intolerant interpre-
tation, and endeavourcd to make it subscrvient to
all the purposes for which the bill of Lord Sid-
mwouth had been designed.  The puablic mind was
again aroused—consultatiens were held—and, at

lengthy it was determined to petition Parliament
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on the subject. Dr. Coke took his share in these
consultations; and his readiness to exccute the
measures proposcd, was of considerable seevice to
the general cause j and, through the over-ruling
Ymvidcnce of God, a new act was passed by the
mperial Legisiature, which not only conlirmed,
but added new prvileges to those formeily guu-~
ranteed by the Act of” Toleration; and the reli-
gious liberty of the subject was thus solemnly
confirmed by the national senate.

Though twenty years had now elapsed since
the Doctor’s attempt to establish a mission in Pa-
ris; and the war with France forbade every hope
of any early opportunity of repeating the endea~
vour; yct an opening, ultimately, for the Gospel,
to that then morally degraded country, was pre-
sented in the case of the French prisoners-of-war,
seventy thousands of whom were in the different
prison-ships of Lritamn, Oa the river Medway
there were ten ships, on board of which were con-
fined scven thousand men.  The Rev. Mr. Toase,
who in 1809 was stationed at Rochester, was in-
vited by the captain of one of these vessels to
preach to the prisoners 3 and conceiving it to bea
call of Providence, he went whensocver the duties
of his circuit would peimit, 1e was received
with thankfulness, and a general desire was ex-
pressed in these vessels to have the regular ser-
vices of the Christian Missionary. The Eaecu-
tive Government, with its usual liberality, gave
order,  to permit the Methodist Missionaues to
preach to the prisoneis ;> and this order embiaced
in its application the vatious dc}mls throughout
the kingdom. The Conference had not, howe-
ver, the means of providing for so many Mission-
aries as the circumstances required. Dr. Coke,
therefore, offered to bacome responsible for the
whole eapense, relying on the divine Providence,
and the liberality of a humnane and gcncrous pub-
lic, for reimbursement.  Fiom the Medway this
mission extended to Portsmouth, to Stapleton, to
Norman-cross, to Plymouth, and to Dartmouth;
in most of which places the prospects were highly
encouraging for the three years it was maintain-
ed, until the war ended.

The abolition of the slave-trade, the cstablish-
ment of 2 colony at Sierra Leone, and the pres-
sing invitations of some Methodists who resided
there, afforded the Doctor another opEortunily of
eatending the Mission cause.  He took upon him-
self the responsibility of the piincipal part of the
fitst expense of this Mission, namely, to the
amount of £600.

In December, 1811, Dr. Coke once more en-
tered vpon the marriage state, with a lady of great
piety—who, huwever, was spared to him but
iwelve months. Deprived of this catthly solace
in his declining years, he, at the commcincement

[of 1513, madc a solemn pause, and, from an in-

sulated cmincnce, reviewed those periods of his
existence which were gone.  He had lived to be-
hold Missions in Ireland, in Wales, in the uncul-
tivated parts of England, in America, in the West
Indies, at Gibraltar, and at Sierra Leone,  In alt
he had scen, prosperity attended the word which
he had been thus instrumental in planting. But
they no longer needed that fostering care, which

btheir infant state had rendered necessary ; and,

consequently, he found himself
ject further plans for the spiritn
human family.
Indio, in the carly past of his life, Dr. Coke
had considered as a region which afforded an am-
le field for Missionary exeitions; and, in 1782,
gc had actually written a letter to a gentleman
in that country, inquiring into the state of morals,
the influcnce of idolatry, the difficultics to be en-
countcered, the probable amount of expense, the
prospect of success, and the best plan of proce-
dure, in case the cstablishment of a Mission were
altempled in Asia. Difficulties in the way of
such a Mission, then accounted insuperable, gave,
under the controul of Providence, another direc-
tion to his benevolence and zeal; and fully en-
gaged in the oversight of the difterent Missions
lie had originated, India could obtain but a pas-
sing, though frequent consideration.  Now, how-
ever, Providence, whose insttument hie was, had,
by inscrutible agency, cleared his path. He
opened a correspondence with the late Dr. Bu-
chanan, whose valuable remarks on India have
made the Christian world his deblor, from whom
he received such information as which, 1 addi-
tion to that which he received from other intelli-
gent persons, determined him on making the at-

repared to pro-
ax]‘ benefit of the

167

tempt § and to commence in Ceylon, as the most
suitable place s the obstacles to the introduction
of Christianity there being fewer, and mof® easily
encduntered; than in any “other part of India,
Preliminaries being settled, and all the prepata~
tion made, Dr. Coke, with Rev. Messrs, Jag.
L‘ynch, William Ault, George Riskine, Wm. M.
Hatvard, (now of Quebec,) Thomas Squance,
Benjamin Clough, and John M+Kenny ; and Mes-
dames [farvard and Ault, sailed in the Cabalva
and Lady Melvilte, with a fleet of Indiamen and
other vessels, under convoy of a line-of-battle ship,
two frigat -s, and a sloop of war, on the 30th De-
cembery 1813, On Febraary 9thy Mrs. Ault de-
parted this life, in the joyful hope of a glorious
resurrection.  Dr. Coke writes: ¢ February 10,
As we wete all at breakfast, an officer of our ship
came in, and informed us that several ships had
hoisted their flag half-mast high, as a signal of
death.  Our signal was immediately hoisted ;
while our company, who had previously knownof
Mrs. Ault’s i,lncss, concluded that the signals
were raised on account of herdeath. Thisproved
to be the case. The signals all continued half-
mast high il about half an hour before sunset,
when the Lady Melville lifted up her death-sig.
nal topmast high, which was followed by all the
fleet.  This was the signz] that the officiating
ininister (who was Mr. Squance) had began to
read the fifteenth chapter of the first Epistle to the
Corinthians,  And when the Lady Melville drop-
ped her sigoal, the rest of the fleet followed her
example, aud thus ended the ceremony.”

In less than three months from the above date,
a simular occasion occurred 5 but it wag in the case
of the Doctor himself. The fleet had passed the
Cape of Good Hope on the 20th of March, and on
the 27th the Isie of France, making their wa
for Bombay,~—when, on the 3d of May, the Dac-
tor’s servant, going to call him, as usual, at half-
past five o’clock, a.»., he found the mortal re~
mains of this indefatigable and useful servant of
the Lotd, lifcless, cold, and mearly stif. The
Doctor had complained somewhat a day or two
before ; but neither himself nor attendants antici-
pated any setjous indisposition, although offers
were sincerely mnade 1o sit up with him; when,
therefore, his death was made known, it paralyzed
not only the Missionaries, but the officers of the
ship in which they sailed. Apoplexy appears to
have been the occasion of his death.

Mysterious, indeed, arc the dispensations of
Providence; yet time, even, unravels some of
them. When intelligence of the justly lamented
cevent reached England, astonishment and grief,
largely impregnated with dismaying apprehen-
sions, appeared to pervade the connexion. Per~
haps God never more explicitly said to his church
than in this instance, ¢ Cease ye from man.®
Particular instrunents are not essential to the
promotion of his purposes. He makesone as ef-
fectual a3 another. \When, therefore, he had sp
far graclously employed his servant, fxe took him
to himsz!f, and raised uK other instrumentality for
the accomplishment of his designs, giving a great-
er success thereto than was ever anticipated, hal
the Doctor heen spared personally to introduce
the work. To Him, as is rightly due, be all the
praise and all the glory. Amen,

Of his genuine Jiie!y and Jevotedness to God,
Dr. Coke fumished all the evidence which either
reason or revelation has taught us to expect in
this ragion of mortality. This was not an evi-
dence arising from a momentary gust of rapture,
or from the impcsing glare of voluntary humilit
Itis to be found in all his writings—it is to
discovered in all his letters—it was tobe gathered
from the spirit which enlivened all s public dis-
courses—and it is recorded in various parts of hig
Journals, in thase incidental expressions which re-
gister bis deep and unin:enu},)lcd communion with
God. A constant scuse of the divine favour sup-
ported him under all the trials, the dangers, and
the aflictions of life ; and prompted him, on almost
all oceasions, to recommend to others an expesi-
mental knowledge of an indwelling God, “This
was one of the glotious topics on which his soul
delighted to dwell. Here he was always athome 3
and his eloquence never appeared to such advan2
fage as when his tongue expatiated on the love
of God, and Christ in us the hope of glory,
Through a long and lahotious life, he gave amplg

roof of the power of divine grace to renew the
teart; and although remoyed suddenly, and, so
far as his work was apparently concerncd, myste-



