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the same.”  He is nearer still, in that He is their covenant head, represen”
tative, and surety.  In Him, as their covenant head, they were choset
from eternity to life everlasting.  In Him as their Head, and by virtue

-of his mediation, they are pardoned. justiticd, adopted, and will be finally
glovificd.  But He is neaver still, in that He and they arve actually oné:
As the vine and branches are one tree—as the head and the members ©
the body are one person—as the hushand and the wife are one flesh—$0
the Redeemer and his belicving people are absolutely one. He is the
Vine and they are the branches.  He is the Head and they are the men’,
bers. He is the Husband and they are “the bride the Lamb’s wife-
So near is the Redeemer to all them that ave his, that in all their affti¢
tions He is afflicted. He that touches them touches the apple of his eye:
‘What Boaz declared concerning an carthly relative, is eminently true 1
relation to the sinner’s Friend, “howheit, there is a kinsman neare®
than 1.”

The epithet near kinsman is specially suggestive of the office that the
Lord Jesus Christ discharges for his people. According to the law ¢
God, and the customs of the Jewish people, it was the duty of the near
kinsman to redeem his relative’s mortgaged inheritance. That is what the
Lord Jesus Christ has done for his people.  They had, as it were, mort”
gaged their spiritual inheritance. By sin they lost the favour and bless:
ing of God, and forfeited eternal life which was promised as the rewa
of obedience. In that great love wherewith He loved them, the incarnaté
Son of God hought back that forfeited inheritance, He paid the utter
most farthing of that debt which they owed to the Divine law and justicé
and so restored that glorious estate which they lost in Adam-—the favou®
and love of God on earth, and the eternal enjoyment of God in heaven.

And what was the price which the Redecmer paid for the restoratiod
of this inheritanec?  Wonder, O Leavers, and be astonished O earth’
nothing less than his own precious bloed.  “In him we have redemptio?
through his bleold.” We admire the kinduess of one who voluntarily
sacrifices & portion of his estate to relieve the necessities of a friend, bt
what is such friendship to the wondrous loving kindness of Him who
redeemed all them that are his, “not with such corruptible things ,"5
silver and golld,” but with his own “precious blood.”  Should not pr i
ever'dwell on our lips ; should not love ever burn in our hearts ; shoul
not our song ever he, “To him that loved us, and washed us from Ou,’;
sins in his own blood; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever:

TIT. Tue REDEEMERS SECOND ADYVENT.

He skall stand at the latter day wpon he eirth, Whatever referenc®
there may be in these words, to the first, advent of the Son of God in ﬂ‘ﬁ
flesh:, wlien “ITe appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself ;
there can be no doubt that, in uttering them, Job looked beyond b
Saviour's first coming. There can be no doubt that he looked forwaf® -
to the end of the Gospel dispensation, and that lis eye of faith rest®” ¢
on the glovious appeavance of the great God and our Saviour when
shall come *‘the second time without sin unto salvation.” .

The doctrine of the Redeemer’s second advent, to judge the world w
righteousness, was taught at an carly period in the liistory of the worl®



