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A BAD FIRE.

u'ONES, have you hieard of the lire tliat
U.burlied 11p te înani's biouse and lot?

t" No, Smiithî, wliore was it ?"
"liere in thle city." !Wt
"Wliat l inisfortunc to biiîn 'a

it a jOoc.l bouse r'
" SÏ es, a good biouse anîd lot-a good homne

for anyfail.
WViîat a piýty ! llov did the lire bgn?

T1he muan Iî>l)yedl îitlî thefiro, and tiouglit-
lessiv set it bierîing inîiseif."

llo' silly 1Did you say the lot wvas
huned too C'

'Yes, lot an d ail-aIl gone, slick and
Cdean."

«Thiat is sigulzir. It niust hiave beoxi a
torriblv. bot ire ; and thon 1 doli't sou Iloi it
could hiave burnied the lot."

NO, it wvas not a vers- bot lire. lindeed, it
%was so sinîl thiat it attracted but littie at-
tention, and did not alarn anybody."

"But liow could such a, little lire burn up a
IlOuse and lot? Yon liaven't told mie."

.h burned. a long tiine-nore than twoenty
yeis and tiiotgli it Semond tu consumeî very

-lwl set it consuîined about one hiuîdrcd
and dlty(ollars Nvorth every yeaî-, tili it mis

,aIl gonoe."
I' cannot understand you vot. Tell ne

whvlere the tire 'vas kindled, and ail about it."
\Vlthont, iL uvas kindled on the end of

a cigar. 'l'lie cigar cost hin, lio biniself told
nie, $12M4 per niont b, or $150 a yeaîr, and
tar ini twenty-one voars wvould aniiount to

$:,5,besidos ail the interest. Now, the
ioney %vas wortli, at least, tell p)er cent., axîd
at that rate, it w'ould, double once in about
eve-s- sevenl Vea-s; s0 tbat the wliole sui
«%'ouIl he miire than $10,0X). Tliat uvould
bu%- a fine liouse and lot ini any city. It.
%vould pay foi' a large farin ini the touîîtrv.
l)oII*t yoiu pit.Y the fainils- of the inlan Who
las slo7lVI bilr-ied up tieji- lioie*?"

'"«\lîos,'-, I guess you mîîeaîî nie ; for 1 have
sîinoked tmore titan twent.s- years. But il;
(loesi't cost so mnuci as tlîat, anîd 1 liaveiî't
ans- hiouse of uts- oivi lihave alunass meniccl
titouiglît I vats too î->ortoo is-î a iouse. And1
ail becaîîse I balve bem burniing iL Up! Wýliat
a fool 1 hlave boomi!"

The boys us-ould botter neveoî liglit a lire
unliili cost so iiîimch, anld wvlicli, tîomglî s
casils- put omit, is yet so likels-, if -once
kidkd, I o keop buining ail tlioir lives.- Sel.

CHINESE ]?ROVERB.

'I'Iink or youmir n faîilts the li-st part of
t lie iighit it liai is, uvlien yen, are aw;ikc1 -, of
the InuIts of ot bei-s the last aliat is, w-hen sou
are asleepi)

îiow 11-n BEG A.
, OUNG men wvlo airo naing tlîeir

05v» may ini preparing for anyj cîtoseti profession or occupation
liav-e iiiy exaniilles for tlieir on-
courageion t. The fol lo%-iiig story

of us-lat a mani acooîîplisliod -wlo liad namîy
obstacles to os-ercoine couîseys its owmî lessoîi.
Ve (Io iot, kiow v s-o uvroto the accoumît, but
it 's-cl desers-es i-eleat.ed publication :

.Ju't aLbovee il -lîanues of Ghîsgotu-, Ott tie
baik of the Clyde, tlie- onîce lived a factory
boy wliomî I uvill c-aIl Davie. At tue age of
toit lie etttered the cottoîî factory as a
"piecer." lie was eniî)loYed fromî sixý o'elork

hi te niorniiig tilI eiglit .1t nliglit. Ilis
paetssere s-ery poor and lie suehl know

tîtait Ilis înust be a boylîood of -ex-y biard
labor. But tliem amîd tliere iii that buzzing
factom-y, hie resolved tliat lie wsould obtain ami
education anid becoîîîe aui initelligenît anid use-
fol manx. W'itli lis very lirst -veek's w'vagos
lie înirchiased iluddinîiai's " Rudiments of
Latin."

Hoe tbeu emteî-ed aul es-cning sclîool whiich
met bet%-eeni the hotu-s of eiglit aîid toil. lie
paid the ex penses of is- inistructioni out of
lus ow-u liardeai-niings.' At tueage of sixteen
lie coîild î-ead. Virgil amîd Hlorace as readily as
the pu pils of the Etîglisli graniinr schîools.
lio iloxt begami a course of self instruction.
He liad beeti adv-anced iii the fzt'ctory, front a
piecor to a spîiii-en.Ho brouglît luis
books to the facto-y, aîtd p)laiig one of theun
ini the "jeiiiiy-" wvith the lossoti before liim,
ho dis-ided lis attentioii betsu-eei the running
of the spitidies aîîd the rudimenîts of knosvl-
edge.

le entered Glasg-,o,. University-. lie kmieus
titat lie iiiust %vork ]lis su'ay; but lie also
kîiew te power of resoluition), aund lie w-as
uvilliiig to iiiake ahmnlost aiiy sacr-ifice ho gain1
the eîîd. lie w'orked at the cottoti spiiiiiii
iii the suilini-r, lis-ed frîugahiy, anid applie
luis saviuîgs to blis c-ollege studio.% initie svin-
ter. lio comîpleted the allotted course, and
:it the close wvas auble to sas-, vithi praise-
snortliy pride. "I1 nover Jiatd a -firting tluat I
did î.ot eatrnt.

Thiar boy svas Dr. David Lis-imgstoîe.-Ex.

A CORN DOLL.
Tie Balîl iissioiaî-ies ofbtoît sawu the littie,

uiichîd, itative Africau ghis carrying au car
of cornî oit titeir Iuacks. TItis is just ssbere
the svomîici carry tii bal)i05, huit it lîad not
oct-urred ho the tîissioniarjes thiat the car of
corni sex-veci as a doll, uîîtil thoy noticed tliat
oneO littie gir-l hîad tMe ua.ssel of the corn
braided and strng svith bonads. Tie nmis-
sioiary .s svife asked lier if thiat svas, lier
baby, anîd site said "Ye'


