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oflice, and tho lower grades, which are for the most
part owned in the Province, at the French office. The
quan ity of shippingon the Reglstry books of tho Pro-
vince on the 31«t Lec . 1566, was 053 vessols, measuring
233,945 tons. Tho losses durlng tho year by wrecks,
firo, nnd other casualties, was 14,683 tons, or abouy
6 per cent.,, and as tho rato of fmsurance on hulls
averages at least 12 per cent , it fullows that the Insu.
rance offices must have been doing & pretty good
busineas.  Of the total quantity of slnpping registered
in the Province, the contrellcr assumes that 200,000
tons is awned there, the value of which nt £5 sterling
per ton, a fair estimate, gives one million sterlingk as
the amouunt of money inveeted fn shipping e re.
marks:—* It {8 probable that notwithstanding the
s general depression in ship-bul ding, that the reople
# of Nova Scotin and New Brunswiock will continue to
* build for their own use, spruco vegsels ranging from
4100 to G0 tone, snitable for the American and i ost
+ India tradee, as thoy can now most auccessfully com.
o pelo with their netghbours in the United Statea in
* this particular branch of business, and veselsean bo
* produced so much cheaper in these colonies than in
* tho United States. Tha classification of this class of
¢ vossgls having alto been receutly roi<od, Loth by
* English and French Lloyds, will tend to placa them
¢ in a better porition than formerly when compoting
¢ with other countries.”” We aro inclined to think
that this view of the cato is correct, and that the
ouormous progress making in jron skipbuilding will
rosult in gradually driving tho more expensive kind
of Colonial built veszols outof the market, The freight
dbusinezs of tho year was falrly remuncrative, though
not up to the verape of most former feasons. Many
of the largo vessels owned in the I'rovinco aro em.
ployed in carrying coals between England and the
East, as well as in the Guano trade, and have done
very well. It is very satisfactory to find that the bulk
of the carrying trade between New Brunswick and
tho Un'tad Kingdom is ¢till performed by Beitish and
British Clenial ahipping the Britich Colonial securing
by far the largest share. The tutal amount of Britieh
and Coloni] shipping which carried cargoes tart voar
from tho Province to thn United Kingdom wae 200 §14
tons, against 63,6156 tons foreign shipping, or £0 9-10
por cont British and 19 1-10 fareign —and the follow-
ing tablo shnws that since 1560, this proportion has
been gracdually increasing

British Fare'gn
1860 68 per c:nt, 32 per cent,
1861 B0y . 44 o
18& m o 2 "
1863 79 “ 21 o
1864 5 4-5 " U106 o
1866 80 2-6 . 19 3-0 .
1868 80910 - 19110

Under tho head of exports we find that during the
yesr, the Province exported as follows

Produco of the forest, inclu- 18G5 1865
ding woods of all kinds and
UTfeeeee.. ceeseie ooe $1472883 83,651,965
Alnes and Minerals ... ..... 374 911 293 7
Fisherles oo e 332,055 412127

Of agricultural produce, tho following quantities
were exported: butter, cheere and lard 32917 1bs,
horses, 91, eggs, §3 177 dozon. oats 23535 bushels, hay
and straw, 1,191 tons, fresh meat, 66 €45 'bs , potatocs
4,742 bushels, Of the great staple, *“sawn lumber,”
there was exported 345,401 000 superficial feot, against
331,925,000 {eet in 1865, and 325 285,000 feet in 1564

Thoe import list i3 defective in wany important par-
ticulars  For instauce, we find the vatue of .mports
from the United States set down at £3,743,896, against
83,006,352 in 185, but this contains the value of ¢ ana
d:ian products imported via Tortland, and as this
cannot have amounted to much leas than a million ot
dollars, and very lit*le Canadian flour was imported
in 1865, it should shuw a falling off instead o1 an in
crease  Again, the direc Importations from Canadsa
in 1946 areset d nwaat 3l hi,against S24T 374 in 1865,
but these figures unly repiesent the imjyarta wns al
the North shore ports, and vbvivusly convey anincor-
rect fdea of the trade. Thus too, imputrts from Nova
Scotia include tha value of Bntirh gouds imported
via. Hajifax and Windsor by Cunard steamers aud
of West India goods through varions Nova Scotis
ports. The tutal valuc of imports in 1866 was 810,100,
794, against $7.086,685 in 1#G), and was the hoaviest
importation ever made in auy one year into the I’ro-
vince. Uf lus largo amouny, 80 per cent. found its
way to St John, aithough thore was an increase at
most of the smailer ports.

Tho Report contains some interesting particulars

respecting the West Indian and other trades. and
somo vaioahiu SugRestious fur fulere gu dance which
swve shall take an carly vppurtavity of reforTing to.

COAL OIL A8 FUEL,
(‘HKEAT efforts aro being put forth to find a substi-

T tuto for wond or coal as fue), aud which will do
away with the licary expenso which theso substances
entafl 1t has long beon belleved that such a substitute
could be found in Petrolonm, aud we are glad to por.
ceivo that tho difficult problem appears now about to
bo solved Some timo ago it was announced that
John Gertshoro Eaq., of Dundas, ono of the principal
machiniste of Ontario had invented a mode of using
Petroleum for the purpose of firing-up locomotivor—
& dleervery which {t was claimed would greatly deo-
croase the expense of running raflway engines  We
have heard nothing further of this for some months,
and have been informed whether correctly or not wo
cannot positively ray, that on a thorough trial it was
found not fully to answer the purposo for which it was
{ntended.

Woarg glad to learn, hiownvar, that annther m-do
of uring coal oil lina been dircovarad by two gantlemen
of the Town of Guelph, which. it {a 2aid haa bean
thoroughle fcated, and promices to effect almost a
revnlation in tho process of heating engines of all
kinds  Tho namea of the proprietors are Smith and
Robertaon, and the flame which gives the heat i« pro_
duced by conducting tho ofl and steam in twvo tuhes to
a cortaln point, whero they unite and give forth a
flame of great power. Wo aro not ablo to give a
minuto description of this invention, but the manner
in which Mesaars, Smith and Rabertson combine some
of the propertics of ateam with the oil aeems to econ-
omi:o the latter, 8o as to rendoer it far cheapor than
either coal or wond, aven where there aan abundant
supplr of theso valuable articles Wo underatand that
an cengine has been running fn Guelph for some time
past heated on this principle. and that it s computed
that one and & half barrals of Petralenm will drive a
40 horso engino as long as four corde of the best wood
ganerally ueed for that purpose  This would cffoct an
immense saving taking coal « §l at §tr present price, and
if found on an extended triz! to be all that i< claimed
for it by Its discoverers, and the supply of the a'e.
agtnous flutd continuea plentiful, there can bo litla
doubt that the di-covery will bo a valuable one not
only to ita patenteos, but to tho entire manufacturing
world. Wo icarn that & patent has been applied for
in the United States and thata gentleman has recently
passed through Montreal on his way to England to
endeavour to patent the invention there.

Beatdos this mode of using Petroleum as fuel we
notice that in the United Statas, an enterprising
American (a Y ankeo of course ) has perfected a mode
of utilizing this fluid for domestic purpoeos, The
patentees are Young & Co., of Detroft and it I« faet
superseding in soma places, the ordinary mode of
heating for cooking purposcs 1t {a claimed for it that
a gallon and a half of oil, will do all the cooking of a
family on a large stove for one day. This Is not
over if indeed 20 much, as onc-quarter of-the cost ot
wood or coal, and under precent circumstances when
wood and coal are annually becoming dearer, mnst
provo a great blossing to the poorer portion of the
community,

1t is a very fortunate thing to find that I'ctroleum is
being utilized in this way, and rendered 20 excoedingly
ugeful. Somo cconomirts havo predicted England’s
decline on account of the fallure of her coal deposita.
Indeed, some of the moro calrulating croakers have
summed up the quantity of coal yet loft to the ‘*sea.
girtisle,” and the precico timo when its supple will
give out, and England’s manufacturing supremaey
como to anend No groat fears need be entertained
on this score, but at the same time it fs gratitving to
think it is possible that, if such & result did come
ahout, England and theworld may find in Potraleuma
substitute for conl, and need not indulge anv gloamy
forebodings, as to a ime when the warld would be In
daager of froezing on accauat of §t3 want of fuerl

THE GOLDEN REGIONS OF THE WTFST.
T reads like & chaptor in & fairy tale Wo can
ecarcely credit that the country along the North
Shore of Lake Surerior is #o rich in gold, silver cop-
per and iron, arit is reprocented  We can har ly im
agzine what wealth lies up in that region—what open.
ings for enterprisc—what chances for capital—what
rewarde for 'abor  And yet we have the testimony of
many cye-witnerses. At the Bruce Copper Mines,
writes Mr. Nolson, the vein of copper is twenty-five
feot in wifth 300 men are emploved here, and an ex
toutwn of iho wuik Is cuntumplated At Thunder
Bay there 13 a silver vein tweaty-four feot wide, com.

posed principally of quartz and a kind of black alate,
richly impregnated with nativo elhver and galena.
This vein oxtends four miles along the north ehore of
Thunder Bay. An extensive veiu of copper has also
been discovered at Black Bay, adjoining 1huuder kay,
very much richer than ae Bruco velu. Iron oo in
guorinous quaniities and of the nichet quality has
veen discovered on both Iludson and Black DBaye,
¢.vse t0 tho shore, and wathin easy reach of imnionzo
water power,

Tuis ts a dazzhing reelity , and it would appear that
there ate few Jersons, at all cveuts, who are alive fo
i.8 fmportance. At Baichewagin, ¢n Lake Superior
shore. there s an oxt nsivo and vsluable from inine,
but it is situated wen mites off 1o tho bush, and the
compauy that own it have oxpended $160.0% tn build.
ing a rallway from it to th¢ lake and in constructing
a pler to ship tho ore. 1he shores of Thunder and
Black Bay aru alivo with prospectors for gold, silver,
copper end sron. A Toronto fim s working a silver
vein on the Current River. All the locations on tho
greatZailver vein at Thunder Bay are being eagerly
grabbed up, and stamping niits, wharves, storchuuscs
and towns, are +poken of a3 Jikely soun to be ervected,
Tho Amorican mining{interests on tho scuth shore of
tho Jako, ste particularly activo in reizing «n all the
valuablo locations on the nosth shore 1hicre is not
an Amcrican Company but has an agent on the north
side prospecting.

Thero is yet, howover, much to be done.  Enterpriso
in those regions fs but inits infancy. Especially Ca.
nadian enterprito. Thero 2re no less than a hundred
Iarge American ships and steamers engaged in tho
mining tiade un the svuth shure, whilst on the north
shore, withi & coast lino of &0 miles, thero §s but one
solitary British veeecl, At thisiate, the development
of a miseral reglon gafd to equal in richness Chill or
Peru, wiil be elow work  There is no doubt that the
oionlng of the propored road from Fort William,
oh Lake Superiur, to Fort Garry, in the Red River
Sottlomont, witl do much to further this object This
road wil! lie through thna rich mincral region. It was
commenced Iast suminer, and sume progress has been
made init.  Lhe Dominion, we belteve, will not be at
the expense of its entire langth  The peop!s of Red
River are ready to cunstruct niucty miles of it, or that
portion which lies beiween Fort Gurry and the Lahke
of the Woods. Mr. Nelson, in bis juteresting narra-
tive touching this poiut, says ho hopes to get the po -
plo of Red River to commenco thisscctivn ot the work
early fn tho spring. We Liave overy confidence in his
success if bo mahes tho attempt,  For sume y ears ago,
bofuse Mr. Neleon came to the country, the peoplo of
that settiement voluntarily pledged themasclises to that
undertaking, Butprobably Mr Nelscn wassiot aware
of this fact when he made up his mind to get the peo-
plo ot Hed kiver to set to work 1n spring. And, of
couree, Red River wil move with all the mcrealacrity
when Jr. Nel-on takes it in hand.

Well, a regfon g0 rich in precious things must bs
capable of sustaining a large populati n. And soatis,
The earth is not all rock, or all minera). It would bo
a great mistake in nature .f it were so  For, afterall,
precious as are gold, and silver, and iron and copper,
wo could not eat them. There things sustain lifatn a
secondary degree. The primary agincies that keep
our bellies full, at all events, ave wheat, and corn and
potatoes, And worthiess would be the country that
did not produce these indispensables, while happy is
the country whose mind« are stocked with golden
minerals, aud whosa fielus grow the golden grain
Tho Lsko Supertor region is thus blessed. 1here are,
wo learn, largo tracts of good land in the interior of
tho country; wheat. bariey, oats, posas, and all green
crops, thrivo remarkably well. The potatoes, peas,
cabbages, ard red currauts growing at Fort William
and Indian disston are unrivalled. Hlops of first rate

quality grow wid on the bauks of the rivers; tobacco
KTON s 1u 310 upen flelds, 80y, JASHE, CALE Ay sheed
piedper thery to perfectivn.

Is thereanything moro to be desired® Yes: capital
and lubor. ‘lho rich rerources ure there, but they are
not unvelvped. 1ho country, howevor, is geginning
to be kuown. dpeculators aré there lookiug out fur
the chivice pickiugs. fho people will soun tollow in
mas<es It is to be h ‘ped that the specula ors will not
be allowed to havo a mouo{wly of the guod things.
Iho svesiern I'rovince was abeady suffored much mie.
chiuof irum Jand monopulies. Mo trust the mimng
region round Lake Superior will escape fromtho 1angs
of 1snd-shurks 1t1s a country to te thrown openand
wourked, not shut up aud kept as 8 preserve. Aud
rich as are those auriferous and argentine regions, it
would be a sar wiser Pollcy tor-our Goverument o
give them anay tor nothing to any ose who would go
10, 8cite, aud work them, than tusell the o at even &
0igh Dguie W ien of cvispauies who sould hold
thum tv make a profit vut of their re-cale.



