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wielded, and an influence which, perhaps, not to its,
fuilest extent, but effectually, has already been ex-
erted on several occasions, when a reduction of duties
on certain goods was in contemplation by Govern-
ment.

To oppoee this (possible) powerful combination,
what have the friends of Free Trade to Jook to, and
on what can they depend? They have, we believe,
justice and right on their side; but the interests at
stake are the general interests of the couuntry at
large, great interests, looking at the welfare of the
Dominion. but practically not appearing to affect the
well-being of any particular individual to any appre-
otable extent, It is easy to combine for one purpose
the few whoge interests are important and identical;
it is exceedingly difficult to get a whole people in
unison when they neither have much individually
at stake, nor know exactly whether that little is at
stake. It takea time to bring about an entire change
of feeling; and the Proteotionists, by plausible sp-
peals to the people, under the specious plea of foster-
ing home industries, have been able to blind the
eyes of the many as to the true effect of their
doctrines. If it were possible to get all who
would be benefitted by Free Trade (or as near
an approach to it as circumstances would allow,
the principle being always kept steadily in view,)
to work together vigorously to secure it, the pro-
tection party would have to give way with ecarce
a struggle, we hope to live long enough to see some-
thing of this kind take place in Canada; such an
education of public sentiment as at sometime when
the existence of parties is bused on the settlement of
the tariff question, to give to the representatives of
free traders an overwhelming majority both at the
council board and in the legislative halls where the
fight has to be fought cut. Canada was prosperous
during tho existence of the Reciproocity Treaty with
the United States; and the very interests that mostly
flourished were those of the grain producer, the
stock raiser, and the lumberman, all of whom found
competitors in the United States, and from whom
they ought accordiug to protective logic have bcen
carefully guarded. Why, if we can compete success-
fully in one direction, not aleo learn to compete suc-
cessfully in ancther? Wae believe, if we had free
trade in maoutactures with England, that in course
of time, we would not only hold our own within our
own boundaries, but even send goods to England, and
there find markets for many articles which we could
manufacture more cheaply or of & superior quality to
what can be made in England. We are a young
country, but we are progressing rapidly, and we have
strong hopes of seeing the Dominion making rapid
strides during the remaining thirty years of this cen-
tury, that will place it amongst the foremost of the
nsations of the world in everything that goes to make
up the prosperity of a nation.

SHALL WE LOSE OUR FOREIGN COTTON
TRADE.

('HE exertions of the English government and the
] Lancashire manufacturers to obtain an adequate
supply of cotton have so far been attended with &
degree of success that demands the serious attention
ot Ameriocan statesmen aud producers, It 18 indeed
still apparent that there must be a deficiency in the
supply for the next, and probably for several succeed-
ing years. But the efforts of England, the chief con-
sumer, to flll up this deficiency from other sources
besides the Unifed States should not be ignored. It is
true, that competent authority in that country con-
cedes that the American supply can never be dis-
lasced or dispenmsed with, and must always form an
important element in the cotton markets of the world.
This may be all apparent. But it is important to con-
sider the conditions under which American producers
are probably destined to compete with other nations
To England, the question of cotton rupply is almost
a life and death matter. Millions of persons are
directly or indirectly interested.in cotton manufac-
tures. The mere supply of the various wants ot the
cotton operatives give employment to vast trudes.
There i8 no general J)roaperity in_England when the
cotton interests are depressed. When Lancashire is
busy there is bread aud work for all at good wages.
The cotton manufacturers control leglisiation, and
have changed the traditions and decided the destinies
of political parties. Stlll more, the prosperity or de-
ression of the English cotton trade is a mat er of
ﬁnernnionnl importance. America, India, Egypt
and Brazil are interested in the Liverpool cotton
questions. i
onr civil war dealt a staggering blow to the English
ootton iuterests, from which they have not yet re-
covered It is true the loss was not confined to that
conutry alone. It cost the United States the price of
12 500,000 bales during the four years cessation of the
cotton supply, estimating the lg%mgaw production,
during that period, by the crops of the years }860 and
1881, The total diminuntion of supply from all svurces

in IEul’Ope, from 1862 to 1866, inclusive, was 7,098 000
bales.

At the commencement of our civil war the mauu-
facturers and government of Eugland devoted their
attention to stimulating production in other countries
besides the United States. Special exertions were
made to encourage the cultivation in British India
and Egypt. This large increase in the market
price operated ar a bounty to producers, and the
total supply ot ootton. obtained by all Euvrope trom
other sources besides the United States, had increased
from 531 000 balex, in 1862, to no less than 2 819,000
bales in 1865, and to 3,071,000 bales in 1869. 1t wili be
seen what rapid strides have been made by the com-
petitors of the American producers, But there is still
a deficiency in the supply, and it is calculated that
this deticiency will continue until the United States
can send a three million crop to Europe. How long
it will take to do that isan equally important question
in Europe, America and India ~ Until it sball have
been accomplished it is apparent that the prices of
the staple cannot return to the ante-war rates, i, in-
deed. it is possible that they should ever do s0. An
exportatiou of three millions bales of American cotton
involves a production of 4,6 0,000 or 5,000,000 bales.
a8 an average of one-third of the crop is retsined tor
home consumption, and with the increasing tendency
in the Southern States towards a more diversified in.
dustry, it is not possibie that the crop ot 1869 can be
doubled for & scries ef years to come Much may be
accomplished under the stimu'ants ot free labor, im-
migration and increaged capital in the Scuth, Butan
average anpusl inerease of 500.000 bales is the most
that can be expected uudor a favorable combination
of circumstances.

In the meanwhile England is pressing forward pro-
duction in her Iudian empire. The Duke of Argvle,
Secretary of State for India, under the auspices of the
Manchester Cotton Supply Association, has instructed
the officials in the various cotton districts in India, to
encourage the improvement and extension of the
growth of cotton. Choice varfeties of seeds are dis-
tributed, and premiums offered forits cultivation, As
an important means for the growth of cotton in India,
short lines of railroads, conpecting with the grand
arteries of travel, are to be immediately constructed
into the centre of the districta in the Pubnjaub, and in
the Presidencies of Madras and Bengal. "It is stated
that as yet the very tinest ocutton regions are only
communicated with ‘bv the clumsy and expensive
agencies of bullock traine. Immigration is also to be
encouraged. As a sample ¢t what i8 being accom-
plizhed, it is stated that the railroad comstructions
which were to have been suspended, in consequence
of & deficiency in the [ndian Budget, will be con-
tinued, and the fuuds will probably be supplied by a
new loan or grant from Parliament It is also alleged
that it 18 not 80 much the exteneion of the area of
cotton lands that is desired, as improvemant in the

|| cultivation of the lands aiready devoted to the growth

of the staple. In the United States the average yield
is from 300 to 400 1bs per acre, and in choice localities
600 1bs. per acre. When this can be increased to 140

-1bs, an acre. as i8 said to be quite feasible, last years’

export of 1,700,000 bales will be at once doubled.
India may then be expected to contribute a steady
annual supply of 3,000,000,000 bales to the cotton con-
sumption of FEurope, thus entering into very active
competition with this country.

Under the financial and scarcely less potent politi-
cal influence ot Kugland, the growth ot cotton is also
Leing largely stimulated in the Ottoman empire,
Brazil, South Americe, and Australia Kven without
English sid, all these countries have the most poteat
incentives of self interest to encourage them in the
caultivation of the great staple.

When so much i8 done by the English Government
to promote the cultivation of cotton in other countries,
it seems surprising that so little should be doue by the
Uuited States Government for the encouragement of
the growth of cotton in our own feriile soil. 'The par-
tial and satistactory, but still too limited exertions of
the Southern States since the close of the war to
recover their cotton trade have besn achieved almost
in sy ite of the Kederal Government. Under a more
liberal national policy their is no doubt that much
more could have been accomplished. But it is not
yet too late to encourage the growth of our great
staple. Some of the present cotton landsin the South
are almost a8 inaccewible to commerce, tor want of
railroad and water transportation, as the cotton dis-
tricts of India which the English Government is open-
ing to the world. Let us protit by the example of
cagland, in this respect at least. 1t.is time to adupt
& more }iberal policy towards the South, As a rule,
we are opposed to subsidies in the present condition
of the national finances. But in this case a graut ot a
couple vt miltion dollars for river improvements and
railroad purposes would be in accordance with sound
principles of economy, and yield large returns in the
shape of improved industry towards the national
welfare. At least the Southern railroads should be
at once relicved trom the outstanding claime of the
Government. We trust that this subject may be con-
sidered by Congress in a liberal manner.” It is a
matter of national importance that we should not be
distanced in the competition for the supply of the
cotton markets of the world, in which we formerly
enjoyed a supremacy.—Dry Goods Reporter.

There is abundant medical testimony to show that
the use of the sewing-machine for the purpose of gain.
ing 2 livelihood, is attended by many and grave in-
juries to the health of female operatives. An im-

rovement, designed to obviate these evils has been
invented in Boston. Kor the profitable use of the
common sewing-machine, 600 to 1,000 stitchea a minute
are necessary; and to effuct tbis, 160 to 250 movements
of the foot ure required. With thiz lmprovement, it
is said, the machine can make 60 or 1,200 stitches a
minute, as required, by 80 movements of the foot, as
the rate of speed is regulated by the strength of each
movement And not by the number of the movements.

THE IMMBIGRATION POLICY.
HE vim and*vigour that have been thrown into
the Department of Immigration if a reflection on
the past afford an encouragement for the future. For
8ome cause or other—and it may be well not to in-
quire too closely into it—~the policy of inducing settlers
to take ui their abode in Canada was tor years kept
in the background. A few uleepy officials, 2 few un-
interesting reports, a sinyle agent 1n London, whose
authority and expenses were ridicu’ously restricted,
were nearly all that coull be shewn as the result of
very large outlays. A i1ew peaple came yearly to
share our fortunes, it is true. but they came not from
any influences that emauated from the seat of Govern-
ment at Quebec or Qrtawa. But that day has happily
paseed away, und the duty and possibility of bringing
1o pew supplies of sinew, new springs of wealth, to
Canada, have been realized. The report of the Con «
missioner of Immigration (Mr. Carling) is replete with
interesting matter bearing upon this important topie,
and indicates the thoroughness with which the whole
subject has been gone into. Iu the first place. returus
were secured froin various municipalities, whioh indi-
cated that a present demand exista for 24,000 farm
labourers, mechanics and female gervants in Ontario.
The efforts put torward by means of agents, useful
pamphlets and maps, were 8o far effective, that 13,782
immigrants came m last year up to the 1st of Nov.
These were received by the Immigration Department
at Toronto, and were supphied with fccd, in cases of
necessity, and directed to plac-s of etwploy, It has
been found, however, that the accommodation at pre-
sent disposal is entirely inadequate, and it is impera-
tive that additions both a8 regardsextentand comtort
should be made. The Dominion Government arealso
moving in this direction, so that in May next the
reproach will no longer exist that we invite people as
iriends, and treat them upon their arrival with & cold-
ness And suspicion due only to enemies, The depressed
state of the lnbor market in Great Britain, ooupled
with the exertions put lorth to convey correot wfor-
mation, leads to the expectation that very heavy ar-
rivals wiil take place nextyear. It is not the polioy
of the Departmeot, however. to send those who may
come at once to the free grant lands, but to distribute
them among the geueral population, when, after
becoming acquaintad with the peculiarities of the
country. they can be better prepared to face the labor
incident to a novel tbough independent posi fon. Au
the immigration ot vext year is likely to include a
oonsiderable number of persons bringing with them
more or less cupital, the Commiscioner will obtain lists
of farms on which soma immprovements have been made,
the owners o1 which are willing to dispose ot them,
and with improved resources begin again on virgin
80il. Tliv will greatiy facilitate new comers, and aid
also in breaking up new lands, extending the ares of
agrioulture, by putting it within the power of any
who may be 80 disposed to quit farms on which they
have aiready, labored; carrying their energy and ex-
perionce to new centres of industry. But in all these
matters, more depends really, upon the existing
population itself than upon mere agency, be it that of
a government department hereor a government agent
elsewhere. The commissioner poinis to this when he
BAYS :—

*‘1 trust every Canadian citizen, whether in town
or country, will shew the utmmost consideration and
sympathy tor the worthy immigrant stranger. that he
may not feel the loneliness incident to his circum-
stauces, nor the want of suitableemployment to enable
bim to sccure the necessary comforts of lite for him-
seit and those depending upon him for protection and
support. Every benetit conferred upon the worthy
immigrant, in this reapect, will return four-fold to the
Provinee, and upon its individual citizens.”

The advice is good ; and if tollowed up in tho spirit
of liberality which shouid be characteristio of a well-
to-do population, cannnt fail to be followed by excel-
lent results.—ZLondon Free Press.

MARINE DISASTERS ON THE LAKES,

HE marine disasters on the lakes during the present
year have numbered 1,914, and the total loss is
upwards of four million dollars. This shows a large
increase over the total number !ast year, The Mil-
waukee Sentinel says the disasters reported in Novem-

ber number 403, involving damage to property valued
at more than §2,000,000—tne hizuest figures reached
in any one month since the navigation of the lakes
begau. This ularming aggregate of loss to shippers
engaged in the lake trade calls attention to the im-
%ortluce of the resolution adopted by the National

oard of Trade during its recent session, proposing
the establishment ot a system of meteorological obser~
vations and siguals, *“to give warning of coming
storms ou the lakes and ocean, for the benefit ot com«
merce.”” The suggestion is a good one, and shouid b>
itxkxl]mediately acvedfox l;_{v loc;) Boards of Trade, with

@ ¢o-operation of the Na: epartmen’, if necessary!
It is rog?;ble that on the lvuykee.x;‘tnlensl he lnruel:.y-
nual loss of lite and destruction of propertv might ' ¢
in & great degree prevented by an efficient and com-
prehepsive system of meteorological observutious,
aided by the telograph and applied by means of the
necessary signals, On the British coast the obsarva.
tion and announcement of the changing a.mospheric
phenomena has been reducad to & working svs.em,
with much benefit to shippers, Un the great iakes we
have a field for a like practical aprlication of scievce,
where but few of the many difficulties to be me. with
in watohing an exteusive ocean cuast would be e -
ocountered. The shipping of the ‘lakes might be f1.
every instance advised of coming storms so effectus ly
that only those who virtually tempted disaster by air-
regarding the warnings nced inour the risk ot shij-
wreck. The plan i in all respeots practicable, and
should be &t once kcted on,—N, Y. Bulletin,



