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Lesson 1V,

JOSEPH SOLD INTO EGYPT

April 27, 1013

BETWEEN THR LRSSONS—Ch. 35 tells of Jacob's building an altar to the Lord at Betbel, in fulfilment of
the vow of ch. 28 : 20-22 ; of Jacob's removal to Hebron and the death of Rachel, on the way, in giving birth (.,
Benjamin ; and of Isaac’s death and burial. In ch. 36 there is an account of Esau’s descendants and of ther
dwelling place in the region about Mount Seir, east of the Dead Sea.

GOLDREN TRXT—Love envieth not.—1 Corinthians 13 : 4 (Rev. Ver.).

Memorize vs. 26, 27.

THE LESSON PASSAGE-—Genesis 37 : 23-36.

Study Genesis,

ch. 37. Read Genesis, chs. 35-37.

23 And it came to pass, when Jo'seph was come unto
his brethren, that they stript Jo'seph ! out of hisTcosat,
% his coat of 1aany colours that wes op him ; .,

24 And they took him, and cast him into ?a p't:
and the pit was empty, there was no water in it.

25 And they sat down to eat bread : and they(lifted
up their eyes and looked. ano, bchold, a 2 company of
Ish’meelites came from Gil'ead rith their camels bear-
ing 8] ,icery and balm and myrrh, going to carry i down

to t.
26 ﬂ% Ju’dah said unto his brethren, What profit
is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood 7
27 Come, and let us sell him to the ¢ Ish’meelites,
and let not our hand be upon him ; for he s our brother
3and our flesh. And his_brethren ¢ were content.
28 7 Then there passed by Mid'ianites merchant-
men ; and they drew and lifted up Jo'seph out of the
pit, and sold Jo'seph to the ¢ Ish'meclites for twenty
pieces of silver : and they brought Jo'seph into E'gypt.
29 And Reu’ben returned unto the pit ; and, bebold,

Revised Version—: Omit out ; 2 the ; 3 travelling comps. y of Ish

Jo’seph was not in the pit ; and he rent his clothes.

30 And ho returned unto hie brothren, aad sau,
The child is not ; and I, whither shall I go

31 And the; took Jo‘sogh's cont, and ﬁilled a 8 kid
of the goats, and aipped the coat in the blood ;

32 And they sent the coat of many colours, and they
brought 12 to their father ; and said, ’lPhis have we foun
know now whetber it be thy son’s coat or ® no.

33 And he knew it, and said, J1 is my son’s coat ; an
evil beast bath devoured him ; Jo’seph 1s without doubt
19 rent in picces

34 And Ja’cob rent his ¥ clothes, and putssckeloth
upon his lvins, and mournsd for his son many days.

35 And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to
comfort him ; but be ref to be comforted ; and he
snid, For I will §o down 2into the grave ** unto my
sop mourning. ! Thus his father wept for him.

36 And the Mid‘ianites sold him into E'gypt unto
Pot'iphar, an officer of Pharaoh’s, ¥ and captain of
the guard.
lites; ¢ Ishmaelites ; * Omit and; ¢ heark-

ened unto him ; ¥ And thero ; ® he-goat, and ; ?not ; 1° torn ; ¥ garments ; 2to ; B Andhis § ¥ the captain.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of L. B. R. Assnoiation, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Sceretary, 26 Old Bailey, London,
England.)—M.—Joseph's dreams, Gen. 37 : 1-11. T.—The brothers’ plot, Gen. 37 : 12-22. W —Josepk: sold
into Egypt, Gen. 37 : 23-36.  Th.—The Lord directeth, Prov. 16 : 1-9.  F.—True love, Prov. 27:4-10. S—
Confusion wrought by envy, Jas. 3 : 13-18. S.—Speak not evil, Jas. 4 : 5-12.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

How Joseph, the favorite son of
Jacob, brought upon himself the
jealous hatred of his brothers, so
that they plotted to kill him, but
at last sold him into slavery, we
aro told in vs. 1-22,

1. JosepH’s CAPTIVITY.—
23, 24. Joseph . .come; to
Dothan, a place some fifteen miles
north of Shechem, which was fifty
miles north of Hebron. (Sec vs.
15-17.) About Dothan is found
to this day tho best pasturage of
the whole region.  Coat of many
colors ; Rev. Ver. Margin (v. 3),
“s lopg garment with sloeves."
A shirt or tunic is meant, reaching
to the wrists nnd ankles, while the
ordinary under garmcent was sleove-

Balm ; probably a secretion from
the oliaster or wild olive tree.
Myrrh ; Rev. Ver. Margin, ““lad-
anum ;** the fragrant gum of the
cistus or rock rose. Thess gums
were much priced in Egypt for
medicines, for incense and for em-
balming.

26-30. Judah said .. What
profit. Judah wished, not to save
Joseph's life. but to get some
money. Conceal his blood ;
cover it in the carth, that it might
not witness ageinst them (see ch.
4:10). Our brother ; a hypocr-
tical pretenco of affection. Twonty
pieces of silver ; about $12.50,
two-thirds of the prico of sn adult

less and reached only to the kaees.
Tunics, like that of Joseph, wero

SITTING IN SACKCLOTH

slave, but likely the usual price for
e lad like Joseph. (Sce Ex. 21:

commonly worn only by the rich

and noble, who had no need to toil for their living.
A pit ; an cmpty cistern hewn out of tho rock, shaped
liko a bottle, with a parrow mouth, rendering escape
impossible without help. ,Such pits aro commeon
overywhere in Palestine.

25. A ..company of Ishmaelites (Rev. Ver.):
called also ** Midianites' in v. 28. Either these were
actual descendants of Abraham's sons (ch. 25: 2, 12),
or the names had como to bo used generally for mer-
chants. Gilead ; = lofty fertilo plateau cast of tho
Jordan. Bpicery. A sort of guwm is meant, obtained

32; Lev. 27: 5.) Reubon ro-
turned ; meaning %o sat Joseph free, v. 22. Ront
his clothes ; a customary sign of grief in the East.

II. Tee BroTHERS' DECEIT.—81-83. Dipped
..coat in..blood ; 4 trick not unlike Jacnb's own
(seo ch. 27). This have we found. The lo acted
in the staining of the “coat’ was followed by the iic
spoken. Thy son’s ; not *“our brother’s,"—with the
exception of Reuben (vs. 29, 30), thoy wero devoid of
brotherly affection and a senso of brotherly respon-
sibility. Bvil beast ; like tho lion and tho bear over
ocomo, in Iater times. by David, 1 Sam. 17 : 34, 35.

from & plant of the bean family
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