90 Jesus Silences the Pharisees and Sadducees

Lesson XII.

JESUS SILENCES THE PHARISEES AND September 16, 1906

SADDUCEES
Mark 12:13-27. Commit to memory v. 27. Read Mark 11:12 to 12:12; Luke 2 : 20-40.
GOLDEN TEXT--Render to Cesar the things L&E?l: are Cesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s,—

13 And they sent unto him certain of the Phar’isces
and of the Hero’dians, ! to cateh him in his 2 words,

14 And when they were come, they say unto him
Master, we know that thou urt true, and 3 carest for
no man : for thou regardest not the person of men
but * teachest the way of God in truth : Ix it lawful
to give tribute to Cwe’sar, or not ?

15 Shall we give, or shall we not cive ?. But he,
knowing their hypocrisy, <aid unto themn, Why tempt
ve me ? bring me a penny, that I may see 1f.

16 And they brought ;2. And he saith unto them,
Whase «8 this image and superseription 7 And they
said unto him, Co’sar’s,

17 And ¥Je‘sus anqwering faid unto them, Render
to Cp’sar the things that are Cie’sar’s, and to Gud the
things that are God’s.  And they marvelled ¢ at him.

18 7 Then come unto him “ the Sad’ducees, which

say_9there is no resurrection ; and they asked him,
saving,
19 Master, Mo’ses wrote unto us, If 2 man’s brother
die, and Jeave M his wife behind him, and leave no
1 children, that his brother should take his wife, and
raise up seed unto his brother.

12 217,

20 12 Now there wese seven brethren: and the
first took a wife, and dying left no seed.

21 And the second tovk her, and died, B3 neither
left he any seed : und the third likewise.

22 And 4 tho seven had her, und left no seed : last
of all the woman 1:died alw,

23 In the resurrection 1 therefore, when they shall
rize, whose wife shall she be of them ? {or the seven
had her to wife.

24 17 And 2 Je'sus answenng sand unto them ¥ Do
e not therefore crr, because ye know not the scrip-
tures, ¥ neither the power of God ?

25 Tor when they shall rise from the dead, they
neither marry, nor are given in marrisge ; but are us
29 the angels which are in heaven,

26 2 And as touching the dead, that they 2 rise :
have ye not read in the book of Mo‘ses, Zhow in the
bush God spake unto bim, saying, 1 am the God of
A’braham aud 2 the God of I’saac, and the God of
Ja‘cob 7

27 He is not the God of the dead, but the God of
the living : ye 2 therefore do greatly err.

Revised Version—1that they might ; 2talk ; 3 carest not for any one ; 4 of a truth teachest the way of
God ; SJesus said ; S greatlv i 7 And there come ; ¥O0mit the ; 9that ; ¥Wa; Mchild; 20mit Now: Bleav-
ing no seed hehind him ;W the soven left no seed 3 B aico died ;¥ Omat therefore, when they shall rise ; 37 Omit
And 3 1t Is it not {or this cause that ye err, that ye know not ; YWnor; anz\-lj in heaven; = But; Zare
raised ; Zin the place concerning the Bush, how God spake ; ¥ Omi! the God ; ¥ 0md therefure.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Time and Place—Tuecsday, April 4, A.D, 30;
Jerusalem.

Connection —Jesus returns from Bethanv (last
Lesson) to spend the day following teaching in the
temple courts.

I Tue Questioxn or TRIBUTE.—13-15a.
They send ; that is, the leaders among Jesus’ ene-
mies. Pharisees; a class who bad long been
bitterly opposed to Jesus. Matthew (ch. 22: 16)
says they were * disciples,” clever young scholars.
Herodlans ; supporters of the Herod family, who
owed their power to the Roman government. This
unpatriotic party had fallen in with their country’s
foreign rulers. To catch him ; like a huntersetting
a snare. They tned to trap Him into saying some-
thing that would furnish a reason for bringing Him
before. the Roman governor, Pilate. They begin
with flattery, saying they are sure He will give o
divine answer to their question, without fear or favor.
Lawful; right. Tribute to Cmsar; a title
common to all the Ruman emperors. The reigning
cmperor was Tiberius. The ** tribute” was-a tax
of a ** penny"’ (cqual in purchasing power to $1.00
of our money), which each Jew had to pay to the
Roman government. The Jews hated this tax.
Give..or,..not glve? The Pharisces said, *'No,”
the Herodians, ** Yea” The thought of the ques-
tioners was, If Jesus says “* Yes,” the people will turn
against Him ; if He gays ** No,” the Roman autheri-
ties will punish Him as a rebel.

16b-17. Enowing their hypoerisy. Jesus saw
through the plot. They were playing a part, pre-
tending to be honest seekers for instruction, while
they were really seeling to destroy Him and His
cause. Why tempt.. ? thatis, try, put to the test.

Bring me a penny. Sce on v. 14. Whose . .
image and superscription? The emperor of the
day, as the king with us, had hisimage, with his name
and titles, stamped on the coins 1ssued by him. To

Head of the Emperor Tiberius
(Enlarged from Cein)

Ceesar. . Cmsar's. The Roman government had
served the Jews in many ways. It was only right,
therefore, for them to make return by paying tribute.
To God..God’s. Bo as careful in your duties to
God—love and trust and obedicaco—as in obeying
your country’s rulers, Marvelled ; so wisc was
Jesuy' answer. Neither party, however cager to do
w9, could find fault with Him.
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