
TîîE CANADIAN IllUSTIATE SHORTHAND \RITE. 3

b FACTS ABOUT THE SCIENCE OF and was peculiarly apt in deciphering lier lmns
LRAPID WRITING. band's notes. When taken in a great hurry le

could hardly decipher his eharacters; she aiways
rNad them as easily as ordinary print.

A phonographer named Gales, who reported,H0PTHAND is not amodern invention. the griat speech by Daniel Webter, in reply to-I-Lt bas been iu use in England three Hayne, could not decipher his own shorthandliundred years, and two huntird sys- after an iiterval of a few days. It frequentivt tems have been published in that cn- occurred that whci lie eould not read his notestry alone during that period. In tic olden Mrs. Gales couli, and to lier ail honior is duelniethods the spelling of words was represented for the preservation of Webster's menuraîbk.hy a set of symbols for letters, but such a plan oration. It is said that the statesnan rcwardedlWas insufficient for reportîeg purposes. Mrs. Gales with a thousand dollars as a ChristAbout thirty-ive years ago, a great impetus mas present.
Vas given to the study of shorthand by the in- i Far be it froi me to discoerage anyone fronieelition of a systen of phonography by Isaac comiencing the study Of slorthîand,. or the la-p>itliai of Bath, England. It consists of an ginner fron cotinnuing it ; but uneless thialphabet composed of the sinplest geometrical learniier who reads this paper possesses certainigns, which accurately represent the sound of qualifications for professional reporting le wiliLPOken words, easy to write and legible to re-d. not be likely to achieve inucli success. H-le miita than a humdred years ago, it is said that make hiiself content in sme other field ut-apprenticeship of seven years was required shorthand labor. David Cro<by, at an anuimaltofrre a shortland student was deened qualified dinner of the Law Stenographers Association,litO report a speaker. Te-day pionography lias New York, one years ago, said lis experienceten brouîght to such a state of perfection that gave him great respect for the art. lie haiuts Principles can be learned im a few hours ; learned its dilliculties, anid he could iw>t butan an hour's daily practice for a few months think in looking arouund iiii how mnany failure-
hil kable any one of ordinary ability to appîly- in phonography cadi gentleman pres-il repri
fde knowledge of the useful art in his correspon- sented. He presuunmel it was safe to sai thaiand if le truly hves the study le will for one person who huad achieved the faciliitnot- Le senii in the churcl or lecture rooi with each member cf the association possessed, u:

tetook and pencil trying to repsrt the speak- least one huniiidred have tried adil faile I(rLut his first ", takes " nin publie will no0t be Another mnember said the requisiteqalfcto
i~ perfect as Le anticipated. Rapidity u wrt- are posesed by few even in this land of publieifg can only be attained by long and continued schoois.
îîraetice after the learner las acquired a kno- Sone one hias said : The lovers of beautifii'ge of the highest brevity of the art. things will ind in plonography suelicient toi

h Vhere litle mark-s conprise satisfy the moest fastidions taste. Its faultles-Swords-a snence iii a letter lie curves and graceful outines are the admiration
Baunn Pitman, a brother of Isaac Pitiman. the of all, iaking a page of phonographi print ifthuder of phonography in England, caine to 1 writing bear more resemblaice to a finelv exicoi f untry 1850, and, udesîiring to introduce hlis cutei pieture than anything else." I di) nit1

'\Viantid is brother's works, in a few yeurs tiuinki thf' -ninitiated, in gazing ipon a page of
Piblished upwards of thirty works of phunog- shorthand nanuscript hurriedly written, willit1a y. None but stenographers of skill and es- sec anything very graeeful or »itiresque about
tablished reputation are engaged to report imu- it ; while the advanced student will study fiae
Portant law cases or speeches by eninent sanie page as sorne will study a painting andpeakers. The great trial of Benjamin Hunter take infinite deliglht in deciphering the insyiii
9 r murderingÂArmstrong in Camden, afew years metrical characters, some of them void of ail
he e,iwas reported by I. A. West, one of the semblance of geonetrical shape.est stenograpliers in the country. Benn Pit- The denand for shorthand wi-iters is increas-1ettleon arriving me this countîy from England, ing. Not only are stenographic notes taken tifofthe in Cineinatti, and was engaged insorne the proceedings in the Courts throughiîout tlic-ct eading l cases, sucb as (Le triaI cf fle country, but shorthand amaneess are bein

Of a assassinators. Ilemploved by imerchants, lawyers, authors ani0fe ail (e nm eron s systems in use at the editors, rar
?eseit day, Pitman's, for easiness and beauty, coimittees, societies, and other bodies wisli
cf his eubtedly tlie best, and every practitioner ing a faithful report of their proueeuing-.
i PLisoystem will say, I think, that Pitnan's The art of shorthand is faîniliar to nany mnl
shOrthgraphy is uzed bv three-fourths of the of erudition and learning. Charles Diekens, ilr Land reporters in the United States. is stated, was one of tie mîst able stenographeri,
forle of the first obstacles--and to sore a very that ever sat in the reporters' gallerv in th
0ir his le one-to be overcome by the student British flouse cf Coimnions. . ('lias Siî-

i8 tle ardor to hi-corne famous in the profession, ner was a skilled writer of plonography, and il
faci arn to decipher his notes nith aecuraey and is used by a nuimber of prominent en, to-u,

a fael7. The wife of Benn Pitman was alrost sucL as W. B. Crittenden, and others wholiea xpert a shorthand writer as her husband, names I cannot at present recall. Many ladù-


